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HELLO STAFF, FAMILIES, AND
COMMUNITY,
Safety is at the forefront of everything we do in Federal Way
Public Schools. We work hard to support safe and welcoming
environments at each of our school sites. The tragedy that
unfolded in Texas earlier this week sparked questions and
conversations about school safety across our country. I’ve also
heard from some of our staff, families, and scholars, and I want
to reiterate our commitment to keeping our schools safe places
to learn and teach.
Over the last few years, we have invested in security upgrades to schools across the district,
strengthened our partnership with local law enforcement and first responders, provided
additional mental health resources for scholars and staff, and more. We have safety and
security officers at our comprehensive high schools and middle schools, in addition we have
School Resource Officers (SROs) at each of our high schools.
On Tuesday, May 31, all schools will ensure exterior and classroom doors, including the front
doors, are locked during the school day. This means you may need to call the front office
when you arrive to some of our school sites. There will be a sign posted to the front door to
provide instructions for visitors who arrive during the school day. We know this may be an
inconvenience for visiting parents and families, but it does provide an additional layer of
safety and security. You can read more about our safety and security efforts in the enewsletter below, and please know we will continue to keep safety at the forefront of
everything we do.
I also want to remind families that we are here to support scholars if they need to talk to
someone. You or your child can reach out to their principal or school counselor to get them
connected with support. Students ages 13 and up can also access support through Talkspace,
a virtual therapy service with unlimited 24/7 text-to-chat therapy from licensed mental health
providers, available at no cost to FWPS scholars. One of our goals is to support “The Whole

Child”, and we know attending to mental health is an important piece of ensuring the success
of our scholars.
The end of the school year is just a few weeks away, and there’s a lot going on in these last
few weeks. Many of our schools are wrapping up or have just completed SBA testing, the
Class of 2022 is counting down the days until graduation, and schools are hosting end of year
celebrations recognizing the many accomplishments our scholars have achieved throughout
the school year. This week, we also hosted our Guest Employee Appreciation Celebration and
held our last meeting with Scholar Advisory to the Superintendent, where we acknowledged
the contributions of these scholars and heard from graduating seniors who shared where
they’re going next. I can’t wait to see them continue to shine in their future endeavors.
As a reminder, there is no school on Monday, May 30, and the district office will be closed in
observance of Memorial Day. I hope you all take time over this long weekend to rest, reflect,
and spend time with friends and family.

In partnership,
Dr. Dani Pfeiffer, Superintendent

KEEPING OUR SCHOOLS SAFE
Safety is a top priority in Federal Way Public Schools, and we
work daily to keep our schools safe places to learn and teach.
Here are a few ways we’ve invested in safety in our schools:
We take all threats seriously and have strong partnerships
with local law enforcement and first responders to support
when necessary. These critical partners are familiar with our
schools and respond quickly when we reach out.
We have a threat assessment team that is trained to
evaluate reported threats and determine what next steps and supports are necessary to
address the situation.
We have secure entry areas in our newly built school buildings and have added security
features, like perimeter fencing, to existing schools across the district. More safety and
security upgrades are in process.
Exterior doors are locked during the school day at all school sites.
Schools practice lockdown drills regularly.
Active assailant/intruder training is provided to staff and students in an age-appropriate
way.
We monitor any concerning online activity associated with our student accounts with a
tool called Gaggle and immediately follow up to address the situation.
We teach and re-teach positive behavior expectations to all scholars throughout the
school year and provide discipline in accordance with policy when misbehaviors do occur.

We invested in additional mental health supports for scholars through Talkspace, as well
as through our partnership with Valley Cities.
We also know it takes all of us working together to keep our schools safe. If you see or hear
anything that makes you concerned for safety at school, please call our Safe Schools Tip Line
at 253-945-SAFE (7233) any time of the day or night or call your child’s school directly.

NO SCHOOL MONDAY, MAY 30
IN OBSERVANCE OF MEMORIAL
DAY
In observance of Memorial Day there will be no school, and the
Educational Service Center will be closed to the public, on
Monday, May 30, 2022.
School and district operations will resume Tuesday, May 31,
2022.

EARLY LEARNING GATHERING
Early learning professionals and caregivers are invited to RSVP for the virtual Early Learning
Gathering on Thursday, June 9, from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
The focus of the gathering will be “Strengthening Families: Supporting Refugee and Immigrant
Children and Families.” This is an opportunity to explore early learning in Federal Way, take
away ideas, and build community connections.
RSVP to Kim Erickson at kiericks@fwps.org or call (253) 945-2296. The Zoom link will be
emailed to you once you are registered.

GOOD NEWS ANNOUNCEMENTS

BECAUSE OF YOU
Our staff do extraordinary things for our scholars and schools each day. Read more about why
scholars nominated our latest "Because of You" recipients and submit a nomination here:
www.fwps.org/BecauseOfYou.

APRIL
WILLIAMS
Internet Academy

ERIC FILLER
Federal Way Public Academy

FREDERICK
JORDAN
Mark Twain Elementary School

LEANN
STAFFORD

SAM RUPPEL
Kilo Middle School

Illahee Middle School

SARAH
NUSSER
Student Support Services

SCHOOLS CAN'T DO IT ALONE
Thank you to the Marine Hills Garden Club, for your consistent support of our garden
programs, including the recent $1,200 donation to our Employment and Transition Program to
support the creation of a garden that supports career-skill development.

GUEST EMPLOYEE CELEBRATION
Federal Way Public Schools certificated and classified guest staff were recently celebrated at
the FWPS Guest Staff Celebration event for their dedication to making a difference in our
scholars’ lives. Approximately 60 honorees were in attendance. Thank you, to all our guest
staff for your commitment and service to FWPS!

STAR LAKE ELEMENTARY RECEIVES FURNITURE!
Final details are being completed at Star Lake Elementary in time for scholar move-in this fall.
The lastest developments include:
Exterior finishes are being completed including rough grading of the north fields and ADA
pathway installation to the east fields
Furniture deliveries are occurring, with assembly already happening in the north wing
Punch list final walk finished, meaning most of the building is complete!
We can't wait to open the doors to our young scholars. Thank you voters for helping us
provide a new school where learning will abound!

COVID UPDATE
To view the latest COVID-19 data on the King County dashboard
click here:
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data/keyindicators.aspx
We will continue to closely monitor the rate of COVID-19
infection and follow the health and safety guidance of the
Washington State Department of Health.
To help keep everyone safe, parents/guardians and staff members are asked to monitor for
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are present. If your child is showing symptoms, it is recommended that you take them to be
tested for COVID-19.
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