
Federal  Way Public  Schools  

Dear Nautilus Families: 

Another great start to the school year.  We had 282 students show up for Navigator Night.  Not a bad showing given a Seahawk and 

Cougar game were on the same night.  We hope that being able to meet the teachers and drop off school supplies and forms before 

school starts is helpful.  As of today, we have 506 students enrolled at Nautilus.  Our largest class is first grade where we are just 

under 100 students.  That is a lot of kids.   

 

Last Spring we took our very last MSP assessment.  Starting this spring we will be taking the Smarter Balanced Assessment.  Check 

out http://www.smarterbalanced.org/ if you want more information on the new test.  Parents of current 4th – 8th graders, please keep 

an eye out for the results as we will be mailing them home.  Our school’s results were: 
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The majority of our scores were above the district scores.  Our 5th grade Science scores tied for the highest in the district!  Woo 

Hoo!  I am proud of our Reading scores and our Writing scores (which are going back up).  We have a little bit of work to do in the 

area of Math.  In order to help in this area, we have purchased a subscription to Dreambox (instead of IXLMath) this year.  Dream-

box is a computerized program (it has an app too) that tests the kids and then provides them with problems at their mathematical 

level.  This differentiation will help accelerate the kids that need to move faster and help fill in some holes for those who might be 

missing a skill here and there.  Dreambox is aligned with the Common Core State Standards and will help prepare the students for 

the Smarter Balanced assessment. We hope that you will help us set aside time each night for the students to work on their math 

skills through Dreambox.   

 

Two new things for us this year are lunches in the classroom and dismissal to buses and carpool by intercom.  Although we have 

had a few glitches, at press time, I am happy to announce things are going more smoothly.  We are hoping lunches in the classroom 

will help create a calmer environment and give students a little more time to eat.  We are hoping that dismissing by intercom at the 

end of the day will create a safer environment for students to load the bus.  Fingers crossed.  I am always open to feedback.  Thank 

you to those parents who have sent positive emails about lunches.  They make my day. 

 

Thank you for all you do to make sure your child is ready to learn every day.  As always, we are committed to the success of all 

students and believe that partnering with parents makes all the difference!  You are invited to our school any time you can make it.  

Come see what is happening.  If you have questions or concerns you are encouraged to make contact with your child’s teacher or 

give the office a call.  We have an open door policy!  Looking forward to a great year! 

Proud to be a Navigator! 

Stacy Lucas, Principal 
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3rd 76.1% 63.3%   57.7% 48.6%   

4th 70.4% 61.5% 58.8% 50% 38.3% 45.5%   

5th  75.3% 67.3%   72.7% 57.8% 71.8% 54.9% 

6th 77.3% 68.4%   40.9% 52.6%   

7th 61.9% 62.3% 61.9% 65.8% 33.3% 46.2%   

8th 55.6% 69.6%   61.1% 48.4% 61.1% 61.1% 



Annual Notification of Rights 

 

Under FERPA, a school must annually notify eligible students in attendance of their 

rights under FERPA. The annual notification must include information regarding an eli-

gible student's right to inspect and review his or her education records, the right to seek 

to amend the records, the right to consent to disclosure of personally identifiable infor-

mation from the records (except in certain circumstances), and the right to file a com-

plaint with the Office regarding an alleged failure by a school to comply with FERPA. It 

must also inform eligible students of the school's definitions of the terms "school offi-

cial" and "legitimate educational interest." 

 

FERPA does not require a school to notify eligible students individually of their rights 

under FERPA. Rather, the school may provide the notice by any means likely to inform 

eligible students of their rights. Thus, the annual notification may be published by vari-

ous means, including any of the following: in a schedule of classes; in a student hand-

book; in a calendar of school events; on the school's website (though this should not be 

the exclusive means of notification); in the student newspaper; and/or posted in a central 

location at the school or various locations throughout the school. Additionally, some 

schools include their directory information notice as part of the annual notice of rights 

under FERPA. 
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September 26, 2014  - Individual Picture Day 

Don’t forget to turn in your order forms.  Pictures are pre-paid and  several options are 

available! 

Vision Screening and Hearing Assessments 

All students will be screened for vision and hearing.  Volunteers are needed  on this day.  

If you are interested in helping please contact the Nautilus office at 253-945-3400. 

Volume 47,  Issue  1  

Yes I can help on Health Screening day: 

 

Name:_____________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone number:___________________________________________ 

 

8:10—11:30_______________  and/or  11:30—2:40________________ 

Important Dates 

 

September 17 

PTSA Skate Night & Mtg. 

@ Pattison’s West  

6:00 PM 

 

September 26 

Individual Picture Day 

 

Health Screening 

(Volunteers needed) 

 

September 29 

Dental Screenings 

 

September 30 

Read & Lead Kick Off  

Assembly @ 8:30 AM 

 

October 6—9 

Dental Cleanings 

(Sign Up required) 

 

October 9 

PTSA Board Mtg.  

6:00 PM 

 

October 10 

NO SCHOOL 

Teacher In Service Day 

Afterschool Carpool 

We have a large number of students   being picked up after school.  Our parking lot has 

a very limited number of parking spots.  The fire department asks that you not park in 

the fire lane or by yellow curbs.  Therefore, if you want to park, you will either need to    

arrive really early or you will need to park out in the neighborhood and walk in.  Please              

remember there is one long line for pick up and we ask that you patiently wait.  We can 

get all the cars in and out in about 12 minutes.  Student pick up needs to occur in the 

main parking lot on the East side of the school.  Please do not park in the neighborhood 

near the bus loop (West side of school) because the buses cannot get through.  We 

greatly appreciate your help with this. 

ALL VISITORS  

AND VOLUNTEERS 

MUST SIGN IN AT THE 

OFFICE 
For the safety of all chil-

dren please stop by the 

school office each time 

you enter the building to 

sign-in and get a visitor’s 

name tag.  If you plan on 

volunteering this year or         

chaperoning a field trip 

you must have an approved 

WSP background check on 

file. 



Nauti lus  K-8  

Nurse News 

As we begin a new school year, it is helpful to remind parents  when to keep their children home from school.  If your 

child has any of the following symptoms, please keep him\her home, or make appropriate child care arrangements. 

APPEARANCE/BEHAVIOR – unusually tired, pale, lack of appetite, difficult to wake, confused or irritable. 

EYES – thick mucus or pus draining from the eye or the eye is red, waters profusely and feels irritated – please contact 

health care provider or clinic. 

FEVER – temperature of 100 degrees F or higher in the past 24 hours. 

GREENISH NOSE DISCHARGE AND /OR COUGH – contact your health care provider for appropriate treatment. 

SORE THROAT – especially with fever or swollen glands in nick, please contact your health care provider or clinic. If 

strep throat, the student may return to school after they are on antibiotics for 24 hours and feeling better. 

DIARRHEA – two or more watery stools in a 24-hour period, especially if the child acts or looks ill. 

VOMITING-vomiting two or more times within the past 24 hours. 

RASH-body rash, especially with fever or itching-student can return when rash has cleared or has physician note stating 

diagnosis and treatment. 

EAR INFECTIONS WITHOUT FEVER-do not need to be kept home unless experiencing other symptoms as noted 

above.  Contact health care provider as untreated ear infections can cause permanent hearing loss. 

SCABIES-children with scabies can be admitted to school after  treatment has been initiated by health care provider or 

clinic. 

Bringing a child to school with any of the above symptoms places other children and staff at risk.  Keeping sick children 

home will result in faster recovery and, in the long run, result in having stronger, healthier, and happier children-and 

fewer lost work days and illness for parents.  Here’s to a happy, healthy 2014-2015! 
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Important Advice:  Write child’s name on everything! 

 

As you send your child to school with personal supplies, lunch boxes,   sweaters and coats, remember this golden rule:  

WRITE HIS/HER NAME ON EVERYTHING!  We don’t want your favorite jacket,   Thermos or Tupperware contain-

er to end up in the Lost and Found or the local clothing bank.  Items with    children’s names are easily returned.  Please 

help out by identifying all of your child's belonging’s with ink or permanent marker.  Thank you for your help! 

News from The Dean of Students 
Welcome Back to Nautilus K-8!  I am so excited for a new school year! 

 

I am hoping the 2014-2015 school year will be our most motivating and engaging year yet! My name is Mrs. Diane 

French and I am delighted to be starting my seventh year as part of the school community at Nautilus K-8.    

 

In my role as Dean of Students, there are a wide variety of services I am able to offer the children, parents, and teach-

ers.  I will take every opportunity to help children attain the skills they need to be successful and caring members of 

society.  I focus on helping all children gain self-confidence to succeed academically; to develop personal, academic, 

and career strengths. I will see your children in their classrooms, during recess, during assemblies and school wide 

programs, and sometimes during small groups.    

 

At Nautilus K-8, we believe every student at has the ability to display our Nautilus Navigator Standards to Show Re-

spect, Solve Problems, and Make Good Decisions.  We know that by teaching and setting school-wide procedures in-

tended for all students and all staff in all settings, we can create a safe and productive learning environment where 

teachers can teach and students can learn.  I will assist your child in any way possible and am able to see them individ-

ually when the need arises.  

 

It is my job to make sure the school policies are upheld. I oversee all student disciplinary matters.  I am eager to work 

with all of you and look forward to a great year!  Thank you for your support! 



Start of the School Reminders 

Please Call Us! 

It is district policy to account for all absent students each day.  Please call the Nautilus office at 253-945-3402 to  re-

port an absence or late arrival.  We need to know how many lunches to order each day, so it is helpful to know whether 

to include your child or not.  Also, a safety call will be made for each absent student that we have not  received a 

phone call from a parent/guardian. 

Written Excuses: 

If a parent/guardian calls in a student absent, a written excuse is also requested.  If we do not receive a note, the ab-

sence or tardy will be marked as unexcused. 

Messages at School with a friend, you need to send the request in writing and we will issue a bus pass.  The phone in 

the office may not be used to make social arrangements. 

What’s the perfect time to arrive at school? 

Our school hours are 8:10 A.M. to 2:40 P.M.  We request that students arrive no earlier than 8:05 A.M.  There are no 

staff members to provide playground supervision at that time.  If your child is having breakfast at school, breakfast is 

served from 7:55 – 8:10 AM.  Classroom doors will open 

We often receive requests to give students messages in class.  When we do this, it interrupts the entire class so we have 

started a student messenger service.  Messages, forgotten lunches, etc. will be delivered to your child’s classroom two 

times a day, once at 10:45 and then again at 2:15.  Any unexpected changes in your child’s daily routine will be given 

to them at this time.  If you want your child to ride the bus  at 8:05 a.m.  Children should line up quietly outside their 

classroom door.  The tardy bell rings at 8:10 a.m.  Teachers have a full day of instruction planned and we want every-

one here and ready to participate. 

Lunchroom Reminders: 

Children love to share or trade part of their lunches with others.  However, many of our students have allergies, or       

parents may not want them to eat something they did not send.  Students also feel that sometimes there are “Bad 

Trades” and then are not happy with what they received.  Please remind them to eat what they have brought and not 

share or trade. 

If your child is purchasing lunch remind them that they need to take what they order in the morning.  We sometimes 

run out of items when a child sees something they want and change their minds.  This leaves someone else without. 

Also remember that students should not bring glass bottles to school.  Thank you for your help! 

Have all your forms been turned into the office for the school year? 

 

We need several yellow emergency cards still.  Remember to sign and complete 

both sides.  They look different this year! 

 

Has your child returned the Intranet Use form?  Your child will not be allowed to 

use the computer until this form is turned in. 

 

Mrs. French is going around to the classrooms discussing the Rights and Responsi-

bility handbooks with each classroom.  It is a salmon colored booklet.  Remember 

to sign this when it comes home and return it the next day. 

 

Thank you for remembering to get these forms turned in promptly. 


