
Federal  Way Public  Schools  

 Dear Nautilus Families, 

I hope you had a wonderful winter break.  We had a wonderful short sing-a-long the 

Friday before break, and it was a joy to watch the kids get into the music.  Sure hope 

this is something we can continue.  We also had a wonderful January concert            

celebrating Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Special shout out to our 2nd and 3rd graders 

for their enthusiasm and to Mr. Anderson for the successful first concert at Nautilus.   

 

It is that time of year again when we start thinking about next year (yes, in January)!  If 

you have a 5th grader, there will not be a one-stop Middle School Showcase this year.  

Instead, each school will hold their own information night.  If you are interested in 

having your student remain at Nautilus for 6th – 8th grade, please plan on attending 

our Information Night on Wednesday, February 4th at 6:30 pm in the library.  Just a 

reminder, if you plan on keeping your child at Nautilus for middle school, you MUST 

fill out a secondary choice enrollment form and turn it into the district office by      

February 27th.  Sacajawea will hold their Information Night on Thursday, February 

12th at 6:00 pm.  Federal Way Public Academy has two nights to choose from:   

Thursday, January 29th or Thursday, February 19th (both start at 7:00 pm).             

Information on the other middle schools is available on the district’s website.  If you 

have an 8th grader, mark your calendar for Wednesday, February 11th.  I hope you will 

plan to be at FWHS at 6:00 in the cafeteria for High School Planning Night.  This is a 

night to learn about Federal Way High School.  I strongly encourage you to attend as 

in addition to learning about the programs FWHS offers, you will want to learn more 

about the construction and about the new state requirements for high school            

graduation.  For both 5th and 8th graders, if you plan on enrolling your child in a 

school that is not his/her home school, you must fill out a choice form and turn it in by 

February 27th.   

 

Last but not least, an update on our absences and tardies. 

Unfortunately, I am not seeing these numbers go down as much as I hoped (and      

December was a shorter month).  I am totally open to suggestions (if anyone has 

them).  Please feel free to email me at slucas@fwps.org.  I strongly feel positive school 

attendance and arriving to school on time not only helps students academically, but 

builds a life-long skill that employers look for.  Please help us out.  Most of these    

tardies to school come from students being dropped off through carpool.  Please try to 

leave your house five minutes earlier.   

 

Proud to be a Navigator and Go Hawks! 

Stacy Lucas, Principal 
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Important Dates 

January 28 

Spirit Day—Crazy Sock 

Day 

 

5:30 PM—Literacy 

Night 

 

January 29 

NO SCHOOL 

Data Day 

 

January 30 

NO SCHOOL 

Semester Break 

 

February 2 

Read & Lead due 

 

February 4 

Nautilus 5th Grade  

Information Night 

@ 6:30 PM 

 

February 5 

Report Cards sent home 

 

February 6 

Read & Lead Prize Day 

 

February 11 

HIV parent preview 

 @ ESC 

 

February12 

Sacajawea 5th Grade 

Information Night 

 

February 13 

Spirit Day 

Red, Pink or White Day 

Phone: 253-945-3400 

Fax: 253-945-3434 

www.fwps.org 

“Reaching Higher to Promote Student Learning” 

  September October November December 

Tardies 154 283 216 212 

Absences 401 528 292 370 

mailto:slucas@fwps.org


News from our Dean of Students 
I would like to host a monthly Career 

Café that introduces students to careers.  

Career Café is an opportunity for students 

in grades 6 through 8th grade to meet   

individuals from the community and 

learn about their careers.  This Career 

Café is comprised of a 15 to 20 minute 

session and serves approximately 55   

students. 

 

Speakers share their career journey with 

the students, including how they became 

interested in their current field, what   

education/training they needed, what they 

do in a typical day at their job, and any 

advice to students considering a job in 

their field.  Speakers will speak to       

students for about 15 minutes and 5 

minutes for questions and answers. 

 

This will be done during our Middle 

School lunch time which is from 11:50 to 

12:10.  Students will be eating lunch 

while listening to the presentation 

Speakers are encouraged to bring props, 

actual items they use in their job, and/or 

giveaways with their company’s logo. 

 

Please contact Diane French, Dean of 

Students if you would be interested in 

being one of our speakers. I can be 

reached at 253 945-3413. 

Thank you! 
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Important Dates 

Continued 

 

February 16-17 

NO SCHOOL 

Mid Winter Break 

 

February 19 

Skate Night & PTSA Mtg. 

6:00 PM @ 

Pattison’s West 

 

February 25 

Spirit Day 

Polka Dot Day 

 

February 26 

Science Fair 

5:00 PM 

 

February 28 

PTSA Auction 

Don't Forget: Literacy Night  

Wednesday, January 28th from 5:30-7:00 

 

Come join us for Literacy Game Night at Nautilus! You will 

have opportunities to play fun games that are designed 

for your child’s grade level; you will even get to take them 

home! We are excited to announce that we will also have 

special guest readers in the library. We hope you will come 

listen and play with us while enjoying some cookies. 
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News from our Nurse 

Taking care of your child's baby teeth is an 

important part of taking care of their over-

all health. Cavities and tooth or gum infec-

tions can lead to abscess formation and 

possible root canal if ignored.  It is im-

portant to take care of baby teeth because 

if a child loses a baby tooth early, as a  

result of tooth decay or an accident, the 

teeth beside it might drift into the empty 

space. Teeth in the opposite jaw might also 

move up or down to fill the gap. This can 

crowd permanent teeth and cause them to 

come in crooked. 

Your child should have their teeth exam-

ined and cleaned by a dentist every 6 

months. Dentists usually take the first set 

of X-rays between ages of 4 and 6 to check 

for any cavities that may have formed   

between teeth.   

Prevention is the name of the game to pre-

vent tooth decay between the ages 6 and 

12, when baby teeth give way to perma-

nent teeth. Your child's dentist will proba-

bly suggest a sealant, a plastic resin that 

bonds to teeth's chewing surfaces, between 

ages 7 and 9. Cavity-prone molars are the 

most likely site for treatment. The resin 

keeps cavity-causing bacteria from getting 

into the grooves and valleys of teeth.  In 

the end, it's the basics -- brushing twice a 

day, flossing daily, and getting regular 

dental checkups -- that have the most im-

pact on a child’s smile.  It is also important 

to limit your child’s intake of sugary food 

and drinks that contribute to cavity       

formation.   

Thank you to our 

wonderful  

volunteers!   

During the month 

of December you 

logged in  

378.25 hours!   
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Kindergarten registration for the 2015-2016 school year will begin January 

20th. To register a student for kindergarten you will need your child’s birth 

certificate, their immunization record, and proof of your address.   

 

Children must be 5 years of age by  August 31, 2015 to be eligible to start 

kindergarten next fall. 

 

As an introduction to Kindergarten, Nautilus K8 will host  Kindergarten 

Round Up on Thursday, May 21 from 6:00-7:00 PM. This will be a fun 

hour for parents and their kindergarten  children to learn about our program, 

meet next year’s teachers, see a kindergarten classroom, and get other    

general information. 

Battle of the Books 

 

Next week Battle of the Books 

permission slips will be going 

home for students in grades 

3—5 who are interested in 

participating. 

 

Mrs. Anderson is available if 

you should have any questions 

at janderso@fwps.org. 

Track  

information 

coming 

home soon.  

Watch your 

Thursday 

take home 

folders! 

Office News 
 

Absences 

Remember to call your child’s absence into the 

absence line at 253-945-3400 and send a note 

upon their return. 

 

 

Lost and Found 

The box is overflowing with lots of coats and 

sweatshirts. If your child is missing  anything 

please have them check, it just might be there. Highly Capable Nominations 

Due 

January 26, 2015 

 

Nomination forms can be      

accessed in the following ways: 

 

*Print a copy from http://

www.fwps.org/academics/

highlycapable/ 

 

*You can complete the form 

online at http://goo.gl/forms/

giuNxVtU9 

 

*You can check in the main  

office for a copy of the form 

Thank you to the PTSA for 

sponsoring the play 20,000 

Leagues Under the Sea.  

The staff and students    

really enjoyed the play. 

 

Thank you! 

            Nautilus Students Explore Epidemics with UW Medicine 

Middle-school students at Nautilus K-8 School participated in a unique 

lesson on epidemics last week, with the help of staff from University of 

Washington Medicine. Nautilus teachers Dan Haegele and Candace Ray 

helped create the partnership with UW Medicine to bring the lesson to 

the school. Students researched historical and current epidemics and al-

so learned how a virus attacks animal cells. UW Medicine visited Nauti-

lus and worked with the students to help them learn how diseases 

spread. Students also visited the UW Research facility to learn about the 

daily activities of researchers. For their culminating project, the students 

will put together a CDC panel to control an epidemic of their choice.  

https://www.facebook.com/fwps210#!/video.php?

v=782323411853827&set=vb.172863899466451&type=2&theater 

https://www.facebook.com/fwps210#!/video.php?v=782323411853827&set=vb.172863899466451&type=2&theater
https://www.facebook.com/fwps210#!/video.php?v=782323411853827&set=vb.172863899466451&type=2&theater


Smarter Balanced Testing Coming to Our Schools  

 

This spring, Federal Way students in grades 3-8, 10 and 11 will take new state assessments. They are referred to as the Smarter 

Balanced Assessment and all students across Washington state, and in many other states, will take them. The assessments measure 

student knowledge of the new state standards. This is the second year we have been teaching to these standards, which are often 

referred to as Common Core. 

What does this mean for our students? 

At our school, the Smarter Balanced Assessments will replace the math, reading and writing parts of the Measures of Student Pro-

gress (MSP) tests that students in grades 3–8 have been taking every year. Students in 5th grade and 8th grade will take the sci-

ence portion of the MSP in addition to the new tests. Students in grades K, 1 and 2 will not be taking Smarter Balanced tests.  

Getting students ready for online testing 

Instead of a pencil and paper test, Smarter Balanced Assessments will be taken online at a computer during the school day. We 

know that not all students are comfortable using the computer. Teachers and staff are working with students to make sure every 

one of them has the computer skills necessary to successfully take the tests. Fifth-graders will take the science MSP using paper 

and pencil. 

What else is different? 

The tests are “adaptive,” which means the questions will adjust automatically depending on how a student answers earlier ques-

tions.  

And, part of the assessment is called a performance activity. This means the class participates in a teacher-led activity and then 

students complete an assignment on their own. 

When are the tests? 

Students will take these tests over several days this spring. The testing period will be slightly longer than it has been in the past. 

You will receive information once the schedule is set. 

What other assessments will students take? 

At various points throughout the school year, students are assessed so that teachers and parents know where they are in their learn-

ing. We use the STAR tests for much of this, and also give assessments that are similar to the end-of-year state assessment. 

 

Assessments are not just tests, though. Students are assessed in many ways, all through the learning continuum. An assessment 

could be as simple as a classroom conversation or a student presentation. These ongoing (or “formative”) assessments allow the 

teacher to determine if the student needs more instruction. If so, the teacher tries to teach the concept or skill using a different ap-

proach -- what we call differentiated instruction. 

  

Remember 

Performance on any assessment shows only what a student knows and can do at that point in time. It does not show whether your 

child is capable or not, or how good his or her teacher is. There are many other gauges of a child’s capability and knowledge, and 

a teacher’s skill. This is especially important to keep in mind when new tests are being rolled out.  

Smarter Balanced Assessments are challenging. And we know that anytime there is a new state assessment, there is always a tem-

porary drop in test scores. We’ve been through this before with the WASL, the MSP and HSPE. It will take some time for stu-

dents and staff to learn and adapt to a new assessment. Ultimately, FWPS students will be prepared for 21st century jobs and col-

lege.  

Resources 

There are many online resources where you can learn more about Smarter Balanced Testing at your child’s grade level. Here are 

just a few.  

The FWPS Smarter Balanced Assessment webpage, www.fwps.org/teaching/washington-standards/student-smarter-balanced-

testing/.   

Short videos showing what students in grades K-5 should be able to do in their grade. http://milestones.greatkids.org/  

Roadmaps to read about what your student (K-8) should be able to do in English Language Arts (http://www.cgcs.org/Page/328) 

by the end of the grade level.  (Also in Spanish at http://www.cgcs.org/Page/261.) 

Roadmaps to read about what your student (K-8) should be able to do in Math at http://www.cgcs.org/Page/244 by the end of the 

grade level. (Also in Spanish at http://www.cgcs.org/Page/263) 

http://milestones.greatkids.org/
http://www.cgcs.org/domain/36
http://www.cgcs.org/Page/328
http://www.commoncoreworks.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=365
http://www.cgcs.org/Page/244
http://www.cgcs.org/Page/244
http://www.commoncoreworks.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=367

