
Federal  Way Public  Schools  

  

Dear Nautilus Families, 

Thank you to all the families who have made an effort to get their children to reduce our absences and tardies to school 

(one of the Nautilus goals this year).  Our tardies and absences went down this month! 

 

 

 

 

 

I really do thank you for trying to get your children to school on time.  Remember, students need to be in their class-

rooms by 8:10 and it takes about 3 minutes to walk from the drop-off area to most of our classrooms.   

 

In January, we will be doing another round of assessments to see how our students are progressing.  These assessments 

(STAR Reading 3rd – 8th graders, STAR Math 1st – 8th graders, and Fountas and Pinnell Reading 1st & 2nd) will be 

used by our district office to determine if nominated students qualify for our Highly Capable Program.  Students who 

score two standard deviations or above the average Federal Way Public School student could be selected for one of our 

two programs:  a self-contained, multiage classroom or acceleration services within the general education classroom.  

Nominations for this program will take place in January, so be on the lookout for more information. 

 

With Winter Break approaching, I have had some parents ask, “What can I help my child with over break?”  Winter 

Break is a perfect time to work on Reading and Math.  If kids are looking for things to do, they can always continue 

with their Read and Lead (PTSA has a bunch of cool prizes), work on MyOn, or spend time on Dreambox.  Two weeks 

is a long time to not be working on school work, so any encouragement you can give your kids would be greatly     

appreciated. 

MyOn:  http://www.myon.com/login/    Dreambox: https://play.dreambox.com/login/fk25/nautilusks 

School Name:  Nautilus Elementary   Click on teacher 

User Name:  ID Number    User Name:  ID Number 

Password:  learn     Password:  learn  

 

This is also a good time to introduce Typing Agent.  Our school district technology department has paid for our 2nd 

through 8th graders to have access (home and school) to an online typing program.  Yay!  Teachers are currently     

getting kids set up and hopefully all classes will be ready to go by Winter Break.   

Typing Agent:  www.fwps.typingagent.com 

User Name:  ID Number 

Password:  learn 

 

I hope your break is full of rest, family, and some fun!  See you in 2015! 

Proud to be a Navigator! 

Stacy Lucas, Principal 
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“Reaching Higher to Promote Student Learning” 

 September October November 

Tardies 154 283 216 

Absences 401 528 292 



School Needs 

 

The school is in need of  disinfectant wipes.  Each 

classroom is running low.  Thank you in advance for 

your donations. 

Save the Date 

2015 Concert Dates 

 

January 13—2/3 grade Concert 

March 10—4/5 and Honor Choir  Concert 

May 19—1st grade Concert 

June 2—Kindergarten Concert 

Page 2  

WSP Clearance 

 

Volunteers at school and PTSA events need to have 

a Washington State Patrol clearance to help out.  

Forms are available in the office or we could send 

one home with your student.  The form takes about 

2 weeks for a clearance and are good for 2 years.  

Thank you. 
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Save the Date!!!  

 

We will have a Literacy 

Family Night on 

Wednesday, January 

28th from 5:30-7:00pm. 

Bring the family to make 

a literacy game at your 

grade level, hear stories 

read in the library, and 

learn how to login to 

MyOn at home! 

Important Dates 
 

Dec. 22—Jan.  2 

NO SCHOOL 

Winter Break 

 

January 5 

Welcome Back 

 

Read & Lead minutes due 

 

January 7 

Spirit Day— 

Mismatch Day 

 

January 8 

8:30 AM—PTSA play 

20,000 Leagues Under 

The Sea 

 

January 9 

Read & Lead Prize Day 

 

January 13 

8:30 AM—2/3 Gr  

Assembly  

6:30 PM—2/3 Concert 

 

January 15 

6:00 PM  PTSA 

 Board Mtg. 

 

January 19 

NO SCHOOL 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

Day 

 

January 28 

Spirit Day Crazy  

Sock Day 

 

5:30 PM—Literacy Night 

 

January 29 

NO SCHOOL 

Data Day 

 

January 30 

NO SCHOOL 

Semester Break 

Thank you to our wonderful 

volunteers!  They have 

worked a total of 583.50 for 

the month of November   

Thank you  

Watch D.O.G.S. 

 
We so appreciate the time and 

effort that our volunteer 

Watch D.O.G.S. spend with us. 

LOST & FOUND: 

Before Winter Break….   
 
Please check the ‘Lost and Found’ for   
clothing, jackets, hats and gloves. 
We have a large collection of  items that 
your child may need!   

Science Fair 2015 
 
The annual Nautilus Science Fair will be on February 26, 2015 this school year.  
During the winter break is a great time to start thinking and working on your 
projects.  If you need ideas on how to select a project or find a topic contact 
the office for the grade level appropriate forms. 
 
This should be fun event for your child to participate in.  If you have any ques-
tions you can contact Mr. Basinger at 253-945-3419 

School Supplies 

 

School has been in session for a semester and it may be time for some school supplies 

to be replenished.  Please check with your children and see what they need. 
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Wishing you and your family a happy, healthy winter and Holiday season!        

                                

Following is a list of some things to keep your student safe and healthy this winter:   

If your child suffers from winter nosebleeds, try using a cold air humidifier in the child's room at night. Saline 

nose drops and petroleum jelly (Vaseline) applied in the nostril help to keep nasal tissues moist. If bleeding is 

severe or recurrent, please consult your health care provider.  

Buy and install smoke alarms on every floor of your home. 

Test smoke alarms monthly. 

Practice fire drills with your children. 

Install a carbon monoxide detector outside bedrooms. 

Keep space heaters at least 3 feet away from anything that could burn, and turn them off when leaving the room 

or sleeping.  

Dress children warmly for outdoor play with a warm and waterproof coat, include gloves and hat if needed.   

If you have a live Christmas tree, make sure you keep the base in water. 

Asthma - If your Child has asthma that is not controlled, see your health care provider. Here are some other tips to 

help control asthma: 

During the winter, cold and dry air can make breathing more difficult. Have your child wear a scarf or turtle neck 

to cover nose and mouth when outside and inhaling cold air.  

When it’s very cold, have them avoid exercising.                             

Use a cool air humidifier when the heat is on inside. 

Keep your home smoke-free.  Cigarette, fireplace and candle smoke can travel from room to room, even through 

closed doors. 

Be sure to change the filters on your heating system each year before the season starts. 

Get your child a yearly flu shot. 

News from Mrs. French/Dean of Students 

 

‘Tis the season!  It’s festive and exciting…but what is the holiday season all about?  What is the most important   

reason for this season?  Actually, it’s about remembering those who might not be as fortunate as you! It’s also about 

spreading a little Cheer!   

 

Let’s all remember  to ensure continued safety at Nautilus School…we want to remind you of just a few of our   safe-

ty measures and other school procedures.  Please review. 

 

Please drive slowly and DO NOT PASS other vehicles on the curved road when entering the parking lot area. This 

is unsafe and may cause a collision with exiting vehicles. 

 

When entering/exiting - always use the crosswalk for everyone’s safety. 

Please DO NOT cross IN-BETWEEN cars. 

If you are dropping off your child in the morning – please wait until 8:00 AM so that staff members are      

present to supervise your child. 

If your child is late – 8:10 or later – please remind your child to walk to the office to get a tardy slip. 

If you are a visitor – please come to the school office to sign in.  If you are picking up your child before 2:40– 

please sign your child out in our office.  Make sure that you have your ID, if asked to show it. 

If you are a volunteer please make sure you have a current WSP form on file in the office 

 

*** If for any reason, you experience an unfriendly or concerning experience in our parking area, come to the school 

office or call at 253-945-3400. 

 

Thank you for continuing to help keep Nautilus K– 8 a safe place to learn and grow. 

Happy Holidays, 

Ms. French, Dean of Students 



PTSA Reflections Update 

A HUGE Congratulations to all our Reflections participants! 

Our judges had a difficult task of placing our entrants this 

year. Here are they results of this year's competition... 

Primary Division: 

Visual Art 

3rd place Alinea Kirshenbaum in Mrs. Dickson's class 

2nd place Ava Snyder in Mrs. Ehigh and Mrs. Downey's 

class 

1st place Payton Grifone in Ms. Habgood's class 

Photography 

2nd place Anthony Labine in Mrs. Campbell's class 

1st place Jackson LaFontaine in Mrs. Campbell's class 

Intermediate Division: 

Visual Arts 

2nd place Ikram Bennour in Mrs. Nokes' class 

1st place Malia Widmann in Mrs. Day's class 

Literature 

2nd place Myla Warden in Mrs. Koch's class 

1st place Caleb Hyun in Mrs. Koch's class 

Congratulations to you all! We were able to send all nine 

entries to compete at the district level! We wish you good 

luck in the next round of judging! 

Winter Weather 

Please make sure your child comes to school dressed  

appropriately for the outdoors. Our students go out to    

recess in all kinds of weather.  

 

School Closures and Delays : 

How does the district make the decision to delay or 

close school? Go to: www.fwps.org/dept/

transportation.  

 

Additional information including emergency bus 

routes may be found under the Programs & Services 

tab and click on Transportation. You may also call 

253-945-2000 and follow the prompts for weather 

and school closures . Local news/radio stations also 

broadcast weather  related  information and school 

closure lists.  Please do not call the school.   During 

late starts, students may NOT be dropped off 

more than 15 minutes before school starts.  

This is a great reminder to take a look at our ditrict’s 

Emergency planning and procedures page at :             

http://www.fwps.org/districtresources/emergencies/.   

Cleaning Closets over winter break?   
The health room is always in need of sweatpants 

of all sizes.  Your donation would greatly be  

appreciated. 

 

Crew Leader Update 

 

Congratulations to all of our crew leaders!  In     

November our crew leaders celebrated by having an 

ice cream party.  In December they celebrated by 

having Hot Chocolate. 

 

If your child is not a crew leader they have a chance 

to earn it.   Students who demonstrate that they   

follow the rules, by showing respect, solving     

problem, and making good decisions will be       rec-

ognized as Crew Leaders. In order to be a Crew 

Leader, students must first earn a contract from their 

teacher and then obtain the signature of each staff 

member with whom they regularly meet. Once all 

the signatures have been obtained, including a     

signature from parents/guardians and the principal, 

the student will earn a Crew Leader Badge. This 

badge will give each child special classroom      

privileges and periodic school-wide privileges. 

PTSA Night Out for Nautilus 

Auction 

 

This year the PTSA Auction will be held on February 28, 

2015 at the Federal Way Community Center.   

 

Tickets purchased by January 16, 2015 are $25.00 each  

Tickets purchased after January 16, 2015 are $30.00  (order 

forms available in the Nautilus office).  Ticket price includes 

dinner and a drink.   

 

This event is for guests 21 and over only.  Feel free to invite 

family and friends.   

 

For more information or questions, please contact         

NautilusPTSAauction@gmail.com. 


