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March Calendar 
2—Cookie Day! 

2—Wear Red and Black Stripes 

2—4th Grade KC Buddies 
2—Magic of Reading Assembly,        

 2:15 and 7:00pm 

2—Math Team, 3:20-4:30 

3—Pajama Day 

3—5th Grade KC Buddies 

3—Pantasia, 3:20-4:30 

6—Smile Partners 

6—B.O.B. Meeting 

6—Math Team, 3:20-4:30 

7—4th Grade KC Club Meeting 

8-9—Student Led Conferences 

10—Teacher In-Service, No School 

13—Smile Partners 

13—Coffee with the Principal,  

 9:15-10:15 

13—5th Grade KC Club 

13—Math Team, 3:20-4:30 

14—Smile Partners 

14—P.T.A. Meeting, 7:00pm 

15—Smile Partners 

16—Smile Partners 

16—Cookie Day! 

16—4th Grade KC Buddies 

16—Math Team, 3:20-4:30 

17—Smile Partners 

17—5th Grade KC Buddies 

17—B.O.B. Meetings 

17—Disc Golf, 3:20-4:15 

17—Pantasia, 3:20-4:30 

20—4th Grade KC Club 

20—Math Team, 3:20-4:30 

21—5th Grade KC Cub 

21—MH Choir @ TJ, 7:00pm 

22—Early Release, 1:50 

23—Read and Lead Bookstore 

23—Math Team, 3:20-4:30 

23—PTA Skate Night, 6-8 

24—Math Team, B.O.M.B.  

 Competition, 4:45 

24—Disc Golf, 3:20-4:15 

27—B.O.B. Meeting 

27—Math Team, 3:20-4:30 

28—Class Photos / Spring Photos 

28—5th Grade Kilo Night here, 5:30 

29—B.O.B. Competition, 1:55 

30—Cookie Day! 

30—Math Team, 3:20-4:30 

31—Pantasia, 3:20-4:30 

31—Disc Golf, 3:20-4:15 

 

Dear Meredith Hill Families, 

Meredith Hill is abuzz with activity, as our second semester of 
school is fully underway.  As I stroll the hallways of our school, 
I am proud of what I am hearing from our students and staff; 
all classrooms are filled with the sounds of rigorous               
academics!  Our students are working harder than ever, and I 
am thrilled by their efforts as they push on even when things 
get challenging.  Students are developing even greater    
stamina for working on their academic tasks, and we are    
seeing results in their language acquisition, reading skills,  
writing skills, and math skills.    

This is increasingly important as we move ahead towards the 
official SBA and MSP testing window for students in grades    
3-5.  Look for a testing schedule to be sent home soon, as we 
are finalizing our draft at this time.  We are tentatively       
planning to begin our state testing the week we return from 
Spring Break and continuing through the month of May.    
Students in grades 3, 4, and 5 will take the SBA in ELA 
(English Language Arts) and Mathematics; additionally, our 
students in 5

th
 grade will take the MSP for Science. While it is 

important to put our state assessments in proper perspective, 
it is also true that they are an important way our students get 
to showcase their learning and growth and one major way 
our school is measured!   I know that all will do their very best 
and put their minds to demonstrating their learning.  It is     
essential that all students attend school regularly and on time 
so that they will be fully prepared for these important           
assessments.  Please schedule appointments outside of the 
school day whenever possible, and make sure your child is 
here by 8:50 every day.  Together we all make a difference in 
the success of our students! 

Next week we will have our Spring conferences on      
Wednesday, March 8, and Thursday, March 9.  We are      
sending home our conference schedule letters today; please 
check your child’s backpack and confirm that this time will 
work for you.  We are looking forward to meeting with 100% 
of our families during these conferences, and I am confident 
that we will hit our goal!  Conferences foster open             
communication between teacher and parent/guardians, help 
to strengthen the school and home connection, and provide 
opportunity to ask questions.  Even if your child is performing 
at grade level, it is still critical that we come together at      
conferences to discuss their strengths and successes as well as 
areas for growth…there’s always lots to share!  We look        
forward to seeing you next week. 

Thank you all for the trust you place in us with your precious       
children; we are committed to providing them the best       
possible  instruction and support! 

 Warmly, 

Diane Ellis, 
Principal, Meredith Hill Elementary 
 

Student Led Conferences  March 8-9 
No School March10th  

Early Release March 1st & 22nd, 1:50 
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Having a new ELA curriculum and new Independent 

Reading Level Assessment, we have been in the process 

of relabeling books to coincide with the IRLA reading 

levels.  In addition to the classroom “library” of books 

most teachers offer as reading options to their students, 

the books in the Read and Lead bookstore are also in the 

process of being relabeled.  Relabeling involves looking 

up titles online using School Pace, finding the IRLA    

levels, then placing color-coded tape on the book spines. 

Thank you to the volunteers who have helped in this 

relabeling process: 

Ilea High, Mary Mears, Denise Geer, Chris Nuez, Rick 

Khan, Dwight Potter, Vanessa Tobin, Julie & CJ Melius, 

Dwayne Bell,    Sam Baas, Tabitha Mattson, Lisa Glenn, 

Julie Bayley, Su Wolf, Diane Nelson, Allison Wilder. 

If you would like to help with this ongoing project, please 

contact your child’s teacher or our Family Liaison,      

Laurie Wenneman (253-945-3210) and she will            

coordinate a volunteer time for you. 

Coffee with the Principal 

9:15-10:15 in the library 

Monday, March 13, 2017 

Thursday, April 13, 2017 

Wednesday, May 10th, 2017 

Please join us when you can!  This        

informal parent forum is a great            

opportunity to share ideas and information 

with other parents and Ms. Ellis while  

enjoying pastries and Starbucks coffee.  

Tea and cocoa are also available. 

Familias Estimado Meredith Hill, 

 Meredith Hill está abuzz con la actividad, como nuestro segundo semestre de la escuela está completamente en marcha. 
Como que pasear por los pasillos de nuestro colegio, estoy orgulloso de lo que estoy escuchando de nuestros estudiantes y 
personal; ¡todas las aulas se llenan con los sonidos de los académicos rigurosos! Nuestros estudiantes están trabajando más 
duro que nunca, y yo estoy encantado por sus esfuerzos como empujan incluso cuando las cosas se ponen difíciles. Los     
estudiantes están desarrollando mayor resistencia para trabajar en sus tareas académicas, y estamos viendo resultados en su 
adquisición del lenguaje, habilidades de lectura, la escritura habilidades y destrezas matemáticas.  

 Esto es cada vez más importante a medida que avanzamos hacia la SBA oficial y MSP ventana de prueba para  estudiantes en 
grados 3-5. Busque un programa de prueba ser enviados a casa pronto, ya estamos terminando nuestro proyecto en este 
momento. Tentativamente estamos planeando comenzar nuestro estado pruebas la semana que regresamos de vacaciones 
de primavera y continúa hasta el mes de mayo. Los estudiantes en los grados 3, 4 y 5 llevará a la SBA en ELA (artes del idioma 
inglés) y matemáticas; Además, nuestros alumnos de 5° grado llevará a la MSP para la ciencia. Si bien es importante poner 
nuestras evaluaciones de estado en la perspectiva adecuada, también es cierto que son una manera importante que nuestros 
alumnos puedan mostrar su aprendizaje y crecimiento y una manera importante de que nuestra escuela se mide! Sé que  
todo va hacer lo mejor y poner sus mentes a demostrar su aprendizaje. Es esencial que todos los estudiantes asisten a la  
escuela regularmente y a tiempo por lo que estarán totalmente preparados para estas evaluaciones importantes. Por favor 
programen citas fuera del día escolar siempre que sea posible y asegúrese de que su hijo está aquí por 8:50 todos los días. 
¡Juntos hacemos la diferencia en el éxito de nuestros estudiantes! 

 Siguiente semana que vamos a tener nuestras conferencias de primavera el miércoles, 8 de marzo y el jueves, 9 de 
marzo. Estamos enviando Inicio nuestras cartas de calendario de conferencia hoy; Revise la mochila de su niño y       
confirmar que esta vez funcionará para usted. Estamos mirando adelante a reunión con el 100% de nuestras familias 
durante estas conferencias, y estoy seguro que nos llegará a nuestra meta! Fomentar comunicación abierta         

conferencias entre maestros y padres o tutores, contribuye a fortalecer la escuela y la conexión de casa y ofrece la 
oportunidad de hacer preguntas. Incluso si su hijo está realizando a nivel de grado, es todavía crítico que venimos     
juntos en conferencias para examinar sus fortalezas y éxitos así como áreas para el crecimiento... siempre hay mucho 
que compartir! Esperamos verlos la próxima semana. 

 Agradecerles por la confianza que depositan en nosotros con sus hijos preciosos; ¡nos comprometemos a que les   
brinda la mejor instrucción posible y apoyo! 

 Con gusto, 

 Diane Ellis,  

Principales 

2017-2018 Preschool Registration 
Open registration for preschool students has 

begun.  Stop by our office  

after 9:30 a.m. for            

registration. 

We are so lucky to have 
so many fantastic              

volunteers!  
They help make Meredith Hill a 

great school 

for students,       

families, and 

staff.   
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30 members of the Meredith Hill Math 

Team travelled to Olympic View              

Elementary to compete in a district math 

bonanza.  They worked hard taking 4 tests, 

completing two of them individually and 2 

of them in 4-member teams.  All of the 

mathletes put forth great effort and we 

are proud of their enthusiasm and good           

sportsmanship.  The following students 

were recognized for their outstanding    

accomplishments:  
  

All that and a Bag of Chips award (top scorer 

from each team):  

Ashley, Jessikah, Josiah, Joseph, Zachary, 

Savannah, Titus, Katelyn, Nathan, Prelain and  

Mia. 

  

Sweet Solver (top individual scorers from 

Meredith Hill per grade)  

Titus and Nathan  

  

District Place - Individual  

4th grade:  Bayley 8th place, Leila 5th place 

(trophy), Nathan 1st place (trophy)  

5th grade:  Charlie 8th place, Chanyoung 5th 

place (trophy), Zachary 4th place (trophy), 

Titus 2nd place (trophy)  

  

District Place - Teams  

5th grade:  4th place - Titus, Ryan, 

Chanyoung and Hargunpreet;  2nd place - 

Kaela, Charlie, Brandon and Nathan  

  

In other Math Team News, on February 

23rd, The Meredith Hill Math Team       

provided a booth for the district STEM 

night.  Mrs. Magarro decorated and set up 

our booth and math team students acted 

as mentors to help kids and their families 

solve math problems.  The booth was well 

attended.  The following students helped 

out at our booth:  Aisha, Nathan, Joseph, 

Ashley, Katelyn, Kaela, Christina, Bayley, 

Savannah, Jessikah, Hargunpreet, Titus, 

Mia, Brandon, Prelain, Zachary, Thomas, 

Charlie, and Sealy. 

Battle of the Books Competition 

March 29th 

Currently 67 team members are 

working together to answer   

questions about the B.O.B. titles 

during lunch recess.  Sets of ques-

tions are available to teams for ad-

ditional practice.  There are 16 

books, and each team member 

needs to read at least four books and complete 

four story maps by Monday, March 6
th

. 

The Meredith Hill Elementary Battle of the 

Books takes place on Thursday, March 29
th

 at 1:55 

in our gymnasium.  The winning team will       

continue on to the district battle, which is at 

7:00pm on Thursday, April 20
th

 at Todd Beamer 

High School.   

Read, read, read!  

School Pace and IRLA Levels 

Have you been wondering how to determine the 

IRLA level of a book?  School Pace is a database 

that can help you!  Here’s what to do: 

1. Google schoolpace.com 

2. Click on Login 

3. Login:  federal.books  

4. Password:  books4fed  

5. Scroll down until you find Search Book    

Database on the far left column 

6. Enter the book title and/or author in the 

search box 

Please note:  Not all books are in the database.   

School Online Library  Catalog 

Updated 

If you have recently visited our school’s online    
catalog, you might have noticed it looks a little     
different!  Over mid-winter break Destiny was     
updated with some new graphics and capabilities.  
Students can look for books using the online catalog 
at home as well as from school!  This past month 
students have been learning about different types 
of genres of literature.  They have been practicing 
how to use the online catalog to look up titles and 
genres of books to help them meet their reading 
power goals. 

Take a look! 

*Google FWPS library, *Choose Libraries—Federal 
Way Public Schools, *Choose Meredith Hill            
Elementary, *Choose catalog, *Enter title, author, 
subject, or genre of book in search box 
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We would like to celebrate our scholars that have earned 
perfect attendance for the month of February! 

 

Mrs. Evans 
Aiden, Benny, Adams, Jaylen 
 
Mrs. Friedman 
Roberto, Bethany, Jovie, Tianna, Jacob, 
Sergio, Jayden, Elliot, Khloe, Chloe,       
Skylen, Avari 
 
Mrs. Smith 
Matthew, Eden, Piper, Julienne, Brayden 
 
Mrs. Cushman 
Georgia, Justin, Lillianna, Katelyn, Matteo 
 
Mrs. Edvalds 
Navin, Shonah, Julia, Keren, August 
 
Ms. Scott 
Nino, Abigail, Caitlyn, Crosby, Tyler 
 
Mrs. Rucker 
Ahmad, Levi, Elijah, Liyanna, Gabriel, 
Amy, Mason, Gurshabd, Kimie, Alexis 
 
Ms. Schwab 
Gabrielle, Shawn, Kamryn, John  
 
Mrs. Sichmeller 
Aliyah, Kaden, Jaylee, Emily, Alyssa,   
Brandon 
 
Mrs. Drouet 
Jasmine, Vera, Selwyn, Kloe, Kadence, 
Ashlyn, Cassidy, Nolan 
 
Ms. Lunde 
Nathaniel, Lilah, Karis 
 
Mr. Nelson 
Nathaniel, Khalil, Madeline, Tyler, Samuel, 
Myrra, Sofia, Julio, Antonio, Leighanne 
 
Mrs. Bunting 
Natalia, Kathy, Jonathan, Joseph, Sofia, 
Ethan, Emma, Ayla, Zachary 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ms. Washburn 
Aisha, Lorenzo, Emily K., John, Leila,    
Emily R., Kevin, Sydney 
 
Mr. Braswell 
Lauren, Long, Josiah, Daniel, Isabel, Tai, 
Aryseyda, Brenner, Mia, Jaymark, Tatiana,  
 
Mrs. Nesbitt 
Lia, Ezarel, Hargunpreet, Lorelai, Amisha, 
Isaiah, Bryanna, Aeon-Daniel, Troy 
 
Mrs. Rushton 
Dillon, Janesa, Savannah, Cameron, 
Alejandro, Sienna, Prelain, Chanyoung, 
Jenna, MJ, Bria 
 
Mrs. Scott 
Nathan, Cailin, Christina, Elisabeth,      
Bayley, Isaac, Landon, Titus, Brandon,    
Tyler, Willa, Ryan, Zachary, Charlie 
 
Mr. Hirsch 
Jonathan 
 
Ms. Steed 
Sophia, Minh 
 
Ms. Port 
Jocelyn 
 
Mrs. Duncan – AM 
Mohammed, Brady, Isabel, Ethan, Saaliha,         
Samarah, Olivia M., Olivia N., Vannakai,  
 
Mrs. Duncan – PM 
Everett, Ryann, Tadghan, Natasha,      
Jonathan 
 
Ms. Arbuckle – AM 
Salome, Beckett, Aubree, Jaden, Ashlee, 
Daniel, Landon 
 
Ms. Arbuckle – PM 
Chloe, Aniyah, Sheina, Aaron, Fiona,  
Maxwell, Zoe, Naomi 


