
Dear GGB Parents, 
 
 Happy October! In this month’s issue of Educational Leadership on 
"Emotionally Healthy Kids" I was reminded that students come to school with 
all kinds of emotions—emotions that affect how and what they learn. In fact, 20 
percent of all students have what are classified as behavioral or emotional  
problems at school every year. Some of these students may have serious or  
developing mental health issues; others may simply be having a bad—or overly 
exciting—day.  
 At Green Gables how we respond to students' emotions and emotional  
behaviors can have lifelong effects—on student’s academic growth, on the way 
they see themselves as people, and on the well-being of all the other students. 
We are so excited to have Mr. Wright, our school counselor, here to support us 
in creating a climate where all kids feel safe and secure. Through our Kelso’s 
Choices, Second Step, Teaching Tolerance and many other strategies, we will be 
building a foundation for our students to gain control of their own emotions in 
healthy ways. Over and over again, the experts show how emotion and learning 
connect. According to cognitive science, emotions affect our attention, decision-
making, memory, concentration, relationships, and health. 
  We are finally getting into our school routines. We had a successful late 
start last month and look forward to Oct. 28th for our next STEAM time with our  
students. STEAM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math. 
Our staff develops lessons revolving around these content areas to enrich the 
work they are doing in their classrooms. Our students were highly engaged and 
active learners! I appreciated all of your feedback on this successful time.  
I want to also let you now we now have a new Parent Liaison, Lorrie Lund who 
is here at GGB to work in collaboration with staff to help parents/families  
understand and use home support strategies to help students make grade level 
standards, support school activities, create a network of culturally responsive 
emotional/social supports for students, plus a whole lot more! How exciting it 
will be for you to access her! Her office will be in our Art Room! More  
information will be coming soon!  
 Make sure to support our big PTA WALKATHON fundraiser this month! 
Come walk with us on Friday, October 30th! We are so lucky at GGB to still have 
a PTA that supports the experiences our students need to enhance the learning 
going on in the classroom. SO, donate, give a helping hand, everything we do 
makes a difference. 
 
Love in Children and Their Learning, 
 
Margot Hightower  
Principal 
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Gazette 

October 

8 Walkathon Pep Rally 

9 No School-Teacher In Ser-

vice 

13 Family  Movie Night 

13   PTA General Meeting 

15 5th Grade Camp 

Meeting—6PM 

19 Earth Assembly 2:20 

22 Pattison’s Skate Night 

26 Picture Retakes 9AM 

27 Student & Citizen of the 

Month Assembly 2:40 

28 LATE START 12:05 PM 

29 K Team to Maris Farms 

30 Walkathon 

30 Ice Cream Truck here dur-

ing noon recess 

Upcoming November Events 

5&6   No School-Student    Led    

 Conferences 

9 Veterans’ Day  Assembly 

11 No School-Veterans’ Day 

18 Student & Citizen of the     

Month Assembly 2:40 

19 3/4 Grade Concert 7PM 

25 Early Dismissal 1:20 

26&27 No School-Thanksgiving 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/oct15/vol73/num02/Emotions-Matter.aspx


      

 

Theme and Citizen of the Month 

September 

Rashan G, Andrew K, Makai J, Micah F 
Ariella W, Peyton C, Devlin L, Aiden W 

Ava F, Alyssa O, Victoria A, Khairi S 
Julianna G, Andre J, Austin B, Sophia W 

Annaliese S, Jamaire G, Korbin W  

Nereida R, Zachary B, Blake C, Nyla M 
Vinko H, Jackson C, Harrison D’A,  
Caiden H, Jordan G, Benjamin P,     

Christian R, Nika T, Stephen F, Greta K 
Alex H, Kaylee H, Eva S, Sofia A  

 

Picture Retake 

Day 

October 26th 

Green Gables Safety Patrol 

Thank you 4th and 5th grade students for 
volunteering in keeping our school       
community safe.  

Our Safety Patrollers will be out every 
morning and afternoon to help students 
and parents cross the street. 

Parents, you may encourage your students 
to cross at the appropriate crosswalk and 
you may drive carefully around our school. 

Think Safe 

Be Safe 

Keep  Everyone Safe 

 

Lost and Found 

As the season changes, we see many coats and sweaters that have been left on the         

playground. It is highly recommended that names are written on them. We do have a PTA 

volunteer that goes through the lost and found box and tries to connect the lost jacket with 

the owner, but can only do so if the name is clearly written on them. You as parents are    

welcome to come and look through our lost and found box which is located upstairs near    

the doors that go out to our playground.   

Our Ideas Can Change the World! 

Our Green Gables website is a useful tool 

for both district and school information. 

Bookmark us and visit us often: 

http://schools.fwps.org/gg/ 



ALL VISITORS AND VOLUNTEERS 

 MUST SIGN IN AT THE OFFICE 

For the safety of all children, please stop 
by the school office each time you enter 

the building to sign-in.  

If you plan on volunteering this year or 
chaperoning a field trip, you must have an 
approved WSP (Washington State Patrol) 

background check on file. 

 

Music Concert Dates 

You may plan for your child’s music concert for 
this year! All students love to share with their 
families and friends, so mark your   calendars 
for these special events. 

Team 3/4—November 19 

Team 4/5 & Team 5—February 11 

Team 1/2—March 24 

Team K-May 19 

 

 HIV/AIDS KNOW Prevention Curriculum Preview Nights 
Wednesday October 28th, 2015-6:30-7:30 Room 104 

Wednesday February 17th, 2015-6:30-7:30 Room 104 

Educational Service Center/33330 8th Ave. S 

The Federal Way School District would like the opportunity to share with you the HIV/AIDS Prevention 
Curriculum, which will be presented to students in grades 5 through 12.  This curriculum focuses on the 
transmission and prevention of the disease, emphasizing abstinence.  The district has adopted the 
KNOW Curriculum  (Grades 5-12) for this area of study. 

This presentation is for parents only 
For further information, please call Ann Gray at (253) 945-2133 or email  agray@fwps.org. 

 Join Watch D.O.G.S. 

We had over 100  Dads’ and students attend our 4th annual  “Dads and Kids Pizza 
Night”. Watch D.O.G.S. is an innovative program being used by schools across America 
which helps them to be positively impacted by the committed involvement of fathers 
and father-figures in their student’s life. Our goal is to have you spend at least one day 

this year at the school to be a positive male role model and to 

provide an extra set of eyes and ears. You may sign up on the 

calendars posted in our foyer or by calling the Green Gables office. 

 



Should I Send My Child To School Today? 

Often parents wonder when it is appropriate to send their child to school. If your child has any of the following 

symptoms, please keep him/her home. 

APPEARANCE/BEHAVIOR-unusually tired, pale, lack of appetite, difficult to wake, confused or irritable. 

EYES-thick mucus or pus draining from the eye or the eye is red, waters profusely and feels irritated—please contact health care 

provider. 

FEVER-Temperature of 100 degrees or higher in the past 24 hours. 

GREENISH NOSE DISCHARGE AND /OR COUGH-contact your health care provider. 

SORE THROAT-especially with fever or swollen glands in neck, please contact health care provider. If strep throat, the student 

may return to school after on antibiotics for 24 hours. 

DIARRHEA-two or more watery stools in a 24-hour period, especially if the child acts or looks ill. 

VOMITING-vomiting one or more times within the past 24 hours. 

RASH-body rash, especially with fever or itching—student can return when rash has cleared or has physician treatment. 

EAR INFECTIONS WITHOUT FEVER-do not need to be kept home unless experiencing other symptoms above. Contact health care 

provider as untreated ear infections can cause permanent hearing loss. 

Bringing a child to school with any of the above symptoms places other children and staff at risk. Keeping sick children home will 

result in faster recovery and eventually stronger, healthier and happier children. 

Instructional Coach Updates 
Happy October GGB community! I wanted to quickly introduce myself.  My name is Danielle Fischer and I 

have the privilege to serve as the new Instructional Coach this year at GGB.  I am excited to work with such a 

knowledgeable and dedicated staff.  

 

At the end of July several teachers at GGB attended a 2-day DuFour conference.  Our goal is to continue to 
work on utilizing Professional Learning Communities, or PLCs.  PLCs are a school improvement models aimed 
at improving student learning for each individual student.  This is part of the rationale for our school utilizing 
½ days this schedule that will provide teachers with additional opportunities for collaboration. 

 

How do PLCs work? 

PLCs are teams of teachers who work together to share best practices, review data and discuss strategies to 
help students learn better. When teachers meet in their PLCs, they work to address the following four 
questions: What do we expect them to learn? How do we know they are learning? How do we respond if 
they don’t learn? How do we respond if they do learn? 

 

It will be a great year to work alongside students and teachers to continue to collaborate on strong instruc-

tional practices to improve student learning.   

 



Welcome New Staff 
NAME POSITION 1 YEAR AGO I WAS… SOMETHING INTERESTING ABOUT ME 

Brianna Beach 3-4 Teacher 

Studying elementary education at CSU - 
Long Beach and working three part-time 
jobs, including one as a "child wran-
gler" (yes, that was the actual job title!) on 
professional theatre productions. 

I'm a classically-trained vocalist and 
actor with 15 years of experience. I've 
also directed the music for eight mu-
sical productions, including "RENT," 
"Rodgers and Hammerstein's Cinder-
ella," and "Peter Pan." 

Dani Fischer Instructional Coach 
A gifted and talented teacher at Camelot 
Elementary in Federal and a graduate stu-
dent at UW. 

I have a twin sister and I enjoy scuba 
diving and all things outdoors. 

Diane French Dean of Students 
Working as the Dean of Students at Nauti-
lus K-8 in Federal Way. 

I danced at Benaroya Hall with my 
church dance group. 

Dylan Gordon 1-2 Teacher 
In my 2nd quarter of student teaching, 
getting ready to teach my first unit of math 
that I planned all by myself.  

 I ran track in college at Western 
Washington University. I competed in 
the Decathlon (which is 10 events 
over 2 days). My favorite events were 
long jump and the hurdles. 

Cali Hislop Resource Teacher 

Student teaching in a first grade classroom 
in Florence, Montana. I was living in Mis-
soula and completing the last steps of the 
process to become a teacher. 

I got my first tennis racquet at age 4 
and have been playing ever since, 
including two years at the collegiate 
level. 

Alison Hughes 3-4 Teacher 
Teaching 70 5th grade gifted support stu-
dents in the 2nd best state, Pennsylvania. 

I am an avid animal lover and have a 
polydactyl kitty named Rookie.  He 
brings me good luck! 

Erica Layton Library Secretary 
The library assistant at Gildo Rey Elemen-
tary in Auburn. 

I love playing Ultimate Frisbee and 
have been playing for about 5 years 
now. 

Lorrie Lund Family Liaison 
Supporting my 3 kids' school transitions 
(one middle to HS and two, my twins, ele-
mentary to middle school). 

I went skydiving. It was an amazing 
adventure! 

Bonnie McDonald AmeriCorps Support 
Teaching with AmeriCorps in an afterschool 
science program in Austin, TX.  

One of my favorite things to do out-
side of work is visit museums. 

Katrice Taylor School Psychologist 
Doing my school psychology internship at 
Todd Beamer High School and Mark Twain 
Elementary. 

I am an avid admirer of all things sci-
ence related. Our universe is quite 
remarkable and we are learning news 
things about it everyday. Thank you 
NASA.  

Tom Wallat PE Teacher 
Teaching elementary physical education 
and coaching high school baseball, golf and 
select soccer. 

I was born in Germany. 

Jim Wright Counselor 
Working as an education director at a dog, 
cat, and farmed animal sanctuary, Pasado's 
Safe Haven. 

I sang bass in a barbershop quartet 
for several years, including being on 
stage in The Music Man (part of the 
quartet, of course). 


