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Instructional Materials Evaluation Tool for CCSS Alignment in ELA Grades 3 -12 (IMET) – Student Achievement Partners 
To evaluate each grade’s or course’s materials for alignment with the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), analyze the materials against the non-negotiable 
criteria in the table below. Instructional materials must meet all of the relevant non-negotiable criteria and metrics to align with the CCSS. Criteria labeled as 
indicators of superior quality at the end of the tool (section II) are different from the non-negotiable criteria. Although instructional materials may be aligned 
without meeting these indicators of superior quality, materials that do reflect these indicators are better aligned. 

BEFORE YOU BEGIN 
Evaluators should be aware that at the heart of the Common Core State Standards there are substantial shifts in ELA/Literacy that require the following: 

1. Regular practice with complex text and its academic language 
2. Reading, writing and speaking grounded in evidence from text, both literary and informational 
3. Building knowledge through content-rich non-fiction 

Evaluators of materials must be well versed in the standards for the grade level of the materials in question. It is also recommended that evaluators refer to the 
Publishers’ Criteria for the Common Core State Standards in ELA/literacy grades 3-12 and the Supplement to Appendix A of the Common Core State Standards 
for ELA/Literacy: New Research on Text Complexity.   

Section I: Non-Negotiable Criteria    

NON-NEGOTIABLE CRITERIA FOR 

ALIGNMENT TO CCSS 
METRICS 

MEETS 

METRICS 

(Y/N) 

JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS 

I. Text Selection 

Non-Negotiable 1. COMPLEXITY OF 

TEXTS:    

The submission exhibits concrete 

evidence that research-based 

quantitative measures as well as 

qualitative analysis have been used in 

selection of complex texts that align to 

the standards. Further, submissions 

include a demonstrable staircase of text 

complexity as materials progress across 

grade bands. 

 

1a) 100% of texts must be accompanied by specific evidence 

that they have been analyzed with at least one research-

based quantitative measure for grade-band placement. 

1b) 100% of texts must be accompanied by specific evidence 

that they have been analyzed for their qualitative features 

indicating a specific grade-level placement. 

1c) Texts for each grade band align with the complexity 

requirements outlined in the standards. Rare exceptions (in 

which the qualitative measure has trumped the quantitative 

measure and placed the text outside the grade band) are 

usually reserved for literary texts in the upper grades, with 

clear explanation offered. 

1d) Shorter, challenging texts that elicit close reading and 

multiple readings for varied purposes are provided regularly 

at each grade. 

1e) All students have extensive opportunity to encounter and 

  

http://www.achievethecore.org/files/2813/6433/7075/Publishers_Criteria_for_Literacy_for_Grades_3-12.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/E0813_Appendix_A_New_Research_on_Text_Complexity.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/E0813_Appendix_A_New_Research_on_Text_Complexity.pdf
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Section I: Non-Negotiable Criteria    

NON-NEGOTIABLE CRITERIA FOR 

ALIGNMENT TO CCSS 
METRICS 

MEETS 

METRICS 

(Y/N) 

JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS 

comprehend grade-level text.  

Non-Negotiable 2. RANGE OF TEXTS: 

Materials must reflect the distribution 

of text types and genres required by the 

standards. 

2a) In grades 3-5, literacy programs shift the balance of texts 

and instructional time to 50% literature / 50% informational 

high-quality text. In grades 6-12, ELA programs shift the 

balance of texts and instructional time towards reading 

substantially more literary nonfiction. 

2b) A large majority of texts included in instructional 

materials reflect the genres and text characteristics that are 

specifically required by the standards at each grade level. 

2c) Materials pay careful attention to providing a sequence or 

collection of texts that build knowledge systematically 

through reading, writing, listening and speaking about topics 

under study.  

2d) Within a sequence or collection of texts, specific anchor 

texts of grade-level complexity (keystone texts) are selected 

for especially careful reading. 

2e) Additional materials markedly increase the opportunity 

for regular independent reading of texts that appeal to 

students' interests to develop both knowledge and love of 

reading.  
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Section I: Non-Negotiable Criteria    

NON-NEGOTIABLE CRITERIA FOR 

ALIGNMENT TO CCSS 
METRICS 

MEETS 

METRICS 

(Y/N) 

JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS 

Non-Negotiable 3. QUALITY OF TEXTS:  

The quality of texts is high—they are 

worth reading closely and exhibit 

exceptional craft and thought and/or 

provide useful information. 

 

  

3a) 100% of texts must be worth reading; they must be 

content rich and well crafted, representing the best available 

writing in their genre and subject matter.  

3b) 100% of history/social studies and science/technical 

selections, specifically, must enable students to develop rich 

content knowledge  and reflect the quality of writing that is 

produced by authorities in the discipline, appropriately 

calibrated for students in that band level.   

3c) 50% or more of informational texts must use 

informational text structures rather than narrative structures, 

while still following the distribution of subject matter in non-

negotiable 2.  
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Section I: Non-Negotiable Criteria    

NON-NEGOTIABLE CRITERIA FOR 

ALIGNMENT TO CCSS 
METRICS 

MEETS 

METRICS 

(Y/N) 

JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS 

II. Questions and Tasks 

Non-Negotiable 4. TEXT-DEPENDENT 

AND TEXT-SPECIFIC QUESTIONS:  

At least 80% of all questions in the 

submission are high-quality text-

dependent and text-specific questions.  

The overwhelming majority of these 

questions are text specific and draw 

student attention to the particulars in 

the text. 

 

4a) Text-dependent questions and tasks reflect the 

requirements of Reading Standard 1 by requiring use of 

textual evidence, including supporting valid inferences from 

the text. 

4b) High-quality sequences of text-dependent questions elicit 

sustained attention to the specifics of the text and their 

impact. 

4c) Questions and tasks assess the depth and complexity of 

the analytical thinking required by the standards at each 

grade-level (Note: not every standard must be assessed with 

every text.) 

4d) Questions and tasks support students in unpacking the 

academic language (vocabulary and syntax) prevalent in 

complex texts. 

  

Non-Negotiable 5. SCAFFOLDING AND 

SUPPORTS:  

The submission provides all students, 

including those who read below grade 

level, with extensive opportunities to 

encounter and comprehend grade-level 

complex text as required by the 

standards.  Materials direct teachers to 

return to focused parts of the text to 

guide students through rereading, 

discussion and writing about the ideas, 

events, and information found there. 

This opportunity is offered regularly and 

5a) Significant pre-reading activities and suggested 

approaches to teacher scaffolding are highly focused and 

begin with the text itself.  Pre-reading activities should be no 

more than 10% of time devoted to any reading instruction.   

5b) Materials cannot confuse or substitute mastery of 

strategies for full comprehension of complex text. Reading 

strategies have to support comprehension of specific texts 

and focus on building knowledge and insight. Texts must not 

serve as platforms to practice discrete strategies.  

5c) Questions and tasks require careful comprehension of the 

text as a precursor for asking students for evaluation or 

interpretation. 

5d) Questions and tasks that address academic language 

(vocabulary and syntax) support students in unpacking the 
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systematically. 

 

meaning of complex texts. 

5e) Materials offer assessment opportunities that genuinely 

measure progress. Progress must include gradual release of 

supporting scaffolds for students to measure their 

independent abilities. 
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Section I: Non-Negotiable Criteria    

NON-NEGOTIABLE CRITERIA FOR 

ALIGNMENT TO CCSS 
METRICS 

MEETS 

METRICS 

(Y/N) 

JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS 

III. Foundational Skills (grades 3-5 only) 

Non-Negotiable 6. FOUNDATIONAL 

SKILLS (grades 3-5 only):  

Materials provide explicit and 

systematic instruction and diagnostic 

support in concepts of print, phonics, 

vocabulary, development, syntax, and 

fluency.  These foundational skills are 

necessary and central components of 

an effective, comprehensive reading 

program designed to develop proficient 

readers with the capacity to 

comprehend texts across a range of 

types and disciplines.   

 

6a) Materials demand knowledge of grade-level phonic 

patterns and word analysis skills. 

6b) Materials encourage students to use context to confirm 

or self-correct word recognition and understanding, directing 

students to reread purposefully to acquire accurate meaning. 

6c) Materials provide instruction and practice in word study, 

including systematic examination of grade-level morphology, 

decoding of multisyllabic words by using syllabication, and 

automaticity with grade-level regular and irregular spelling 

patterns. 

6d) Opportunities are frequently built into the materials that 

allow for students to achieve reading fluency in oral and 

silent reading, that is, to read on-level prose and poetry with 

accuracy, rate appropriate to the text, and expression.  

6e) Materials guide students to read grade-level text with 

purpose and understanding. 
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Section I: Non-Negotiable Criteria    

NON-NEGOTIABLE CRITERIA FOR 

ALIGNMENT TO CCSS 
METRICS 

MEETS 

METRICS 

(Y/N) 

JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS 

IV. Writing to Sources and Research 

Non-Negotiable 7. WRITING TO 

SOURCES:  

Written and oral tasks at all grade levels 

require students to confront the text 

directly, to draw on textual evidence, 

and to support valid inferences from 

the text.  

 

7a) Writing to sources is a key task. Students are asked in 

their writing to analyze and synthesize sources, as well as to 

present careful analysis, well-defended claims and clear 

information. 

7b) Materials place an increased focus on argument and 

informative writing in the following proportions. Alternately, 

they may reflect blended forms in similar proportions (e.g.  

exposition and persuasion).       

Grades 3-5 exposition 35 % persuasion 30% narrative 35% 

 
Grades 6-8 exposition 35% argument 35% narrative 30% 

 
High 
School 

exposition 40% argument 40%   narrative 20%.  
 

 

7c) Writing opportunities for students are prominent and 

varied. 

7d) Extensive practice with short, focused research projects is 

provided.  Materials require students to engage in many 

short research projects annually to enable students to 

develop the expertise needed to conduct research 

independently. 
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Section I: Non-Negotiable Criteria    

NON-NEGOTIABLE CRITERIA FOR 

ALIGNMENT TO CCSS 
METRICS 

MEETS 

METRICS 

(Y/N) 

JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS 

V. Speaking and Listening      

Non-Negotiable 8: SPEAKING AND 

LISTENING:  

To be CCSS-aligned, items assessing 

speaking and listening must reflect true 

communication skills required for 

college and career readiness. 

 

8a) Texts used in speaking and listening questions and tasks 

must meet the criteria for complexity, range, and quality of 

texts (non-negotiables 1, 2, and 3). 

8b) Materials demand that students engage effectively in a 

range of conversations and collaborations by expressing well-

supported ideas clearly and probing ideas under discussion by 

building on others’ ideas.  

8c) Materials develop active listening skills, such as taking 

notes on main ideas, asking relevant questions, and 

elaborating on remarks of others. 

8d) Materials require students to marshal evidence to orally 

present findings from research. 

8e) Materials build in frequent opportunities for discussion 

and, through directions and modeling, encourage students to 

use academic language. 
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Section I: Non-Negotiable Criteria    

NON-NEGOTIABLE CRITERIA FOR 

ALIGNMENT TO CCSS 
METRICS 

MEETS 

METRICS 

(Y/N) 

JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS 

VI. Language    
Non-Negotiable 9: LANGUAGE:  

Materials must adequately address the 

Language standards for the grade. 

 

9a) Materials address the grammar and language conventions 

specified by the Language standards at each grade level.  

9b) Materials provide a mirror of real-world activities for 

student practice with natural language (e.g. mock interviews, 

presentations). 

9c) Materials expect students to confront their own error 

patterns in usage and conventions and correct them in a 

grade-by-grade pathway that results in college and career 

readiness by 12th grade. 
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Section II: Indicators of Superior Quality   

Indicator of Superior Quality MEETS 
METRICS 

(Y/N) 

JUSTIFICATION/COMMENTS 

VIII. Usefulness, Design, and Focus   

Do the student resources include ample review and practice 
resources, clear directions and explanations, and correct labeling of 
reference aids (e.g., visuals, maps, etc.)? 

  

Are the material easy to use, are they cleanly laid out for students 
and teachers? Does every page of the submission add to student 
learning rather than distract from it? Are reading selections centrally 
located within the materials and obviously the center of focus? 

  

Are there suggestions and materials for adapting instruction for 
varying student needs? (e.g., alternative teaching approaches, pacing, 
instructional delivery options, suggestions for addressing common 
student difficulties, remediation strategies) 

  

Can the teacher and student reasonably complete the content 
presented within a regular school year and does the pacing of 
content allow for maximum student understanding?  Do the 
materials provide clear guidance to teachers about the amount of 
time the lesson might reasonably take? 

  

Do instructions allow for careful reading and rereading of content?   

Do the materials contain clear statements and explanation of 
purpose, goals, and expected outcomes? 

  

 


