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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
Welcome to another great year at TJ! Our school year is off to a
great start. I am pleased to say this year we had one of the
smoothest registration processes in years. This year we are focusing on attendance and the importance of students being in
class, on time, every day. The first five minutes of class are critical for students to understand expectations, get organized, and
demonstrate previous learning to teachers. Please
check ParentVue to be sure your student is arriving on time to class daily. Remember,
students missing more than eight days a semester are considered chronic absences,
and their grades may be negatively impacted by this practice. If you have any questions, please contact the Attendance Office at 253-945-5603.
The month of September was spent analyzing numbers, adjusting class sizes and making sure students were properly placed in classes. We are all working together to help
our students be successful. Online grades should be updated by teachers every three
weeks to help you keep up on student progress. We want to team up with you to make
this happen. There are some important supports in place to help students be successful at TJ that we hope you check out. They are:
Raider Advantage is a free program where students can receive support
from teachers and AmeriCorps tutors each day, Monday through Thursday after
school. Buses will run at 4:00 pm to help students stay for these programs.
Student-Led Conferences (Student Success Conferences) are a must for every parent /guardian. It is very important for us to work together to help make every student
successful. We hope that all of you come to school with your student and find out how
you can partner with us to make your children the most successful they can be. A letter inviting you to the conferences will be sent home at the end of October. The conferences will again be held within the Library, Cafeteria, Deuce, and Commons by department, to provide improved access to teachers. All teachers will be present during the
following hours:
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Please come with your student to visit us during our Student Success Conferences. We
will have resources available for you to access college scholarships and admission details. Information about optional school programs will also be available, along
with a parent support booth for MYP grading questions. Interpreters will be available
for Spanish, Korean and Russian speakers. So do not worry. People will be around to
help you. I look forward to seeing you at our Student Success Conferences.
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There is a positive culture on campus that we all feel; students helping and supporting
each other in so many different ways, teachers greeting students as they walk by or
enter class, and people going out of their way to help others. TJ is a community set on
ensuring that every student experiences opportunities to succeed, regardless of their
background or status. Thomas Jefferson is a great place, and I feel proud to be the
principal. Again, I hope to see you all soon at our upcoming student conferences.
Adrienne Chacón
Principal
Thomas Jefferson High School
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SAT/PSAT Day/Early Release
10/19
Homecoming Dance
10/22
Fall Clean Up
10/29
We Scare Hunger
10/31
Veterans Day Assembly
11/4
Student Lead Conferences
11/8 - 11/10

#WHYIVOTE — ELECTION SEASON AT TJHS
Election coverage has taken over news outlets, social media and lunch time conversations around the United States.
TJHS has decided to get in on the action and give all students a voice. During the week before the Presidential general
vote, TJ’s leadership and social studies classes will be holding a school-wide mock election. Throughout the months of
October and November, organizers will be working together to get students engaged and give them a voice during the
upcoming election. Important events:
Voter registration drive – With help from the
non-profit group The Washington Bus, students
and civics classes participated in an on-campus
voter registration drive before the October 10th
deadline. Students were given the opportunity to
register to vote either online or by paper. Anyone
who will be 18 on or before November 8th was
encouraged to sign up. You can also check
www.myvote.wa.gov to see your registration status, and change your address (adults too!).
Classroom discussions – Classes all over campus will be discussing the election. At TJHS it is of primary importance all year ‘round that everyone feels welcomed
and comfortable in their learning environment. That’s why this year we will be primarily focusing on issues rather than
personalities, in addition to practicing discussion norms that teach respectful dialogue.
Debate night – Homecoming week pairs Disney’s singalong karaoke with debate night for the final presidential debate on October 19th from 6-7:30. Families are welcomed to come for a community viewing and debate night Bingo in
the Little Theater.
Mock election – During the week before the election, leadership will be hosting a school-wide mock election. Students will be able to cast a vote during lunch for one of the candidates in the United States’ Presidential election. Voters
pamphlets produced by the senior civics class will be judged by principal Chacon and the winners will be posted for
students to look at. Our leadership teacher, Mr. V., has pledged to cast his vote in the actual election to whichever candidate the school chooses, so that every student has a voice, 18 or not!

BREAST CANCER
AWARENESS MONTH

TJ students took on the challenge of raising funds and awareness for
Breast Cancer Awareness month. During the week, TJ students wore
pink to show support for a cure and to raise awareness. The Freshman
Class worked in Advisory to recognize those battling the disease, by
writing supportive messages on decorative pink breast cancer ribbons.
The ribbons were used to spell out HOPE on the cafeteria bulletin
board.
The TJ Volleyball team also had a Miracle Minute (a one-minute countdown in which money is donated and collected as quickly as possible)
during our Pink-Out Volleyball game. We loved seeing all of our Raiders dressed up in pink and showing their support throughout the week!
We look forward to the day where we can celebrate a cure, but until
then, we send our thoughts to all those fighting this disease.
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OPEN HOUSE
A year ago, we began working on a new
product for open house. After feedback from
parents, teachers, and our feeder schools, we
were excited to redesign open house this
year. The redesign was met with a positive
response from all those involved. We wanted to thank all those who made it out to TJ
and the staff that helped make it all happen.

COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOLS
Hey Raider Family!
With the new school year underway, we wanted to send out an introduction and reminder regarding
the role of Communities In Schools and some of the services and programs we are able to provide at
TJHS.
Many of the young people we serve are facing challenges both inside and outside of the classroom
that affect their ability to focus and to succeed at school. Communities In Schools coordinates a comprehensive range of services
to support the needs of all students –academic and non-academic—so they come to school ready to learn. Our role as School
Outreach Coordinators at TJHS is to build one-on-one relationships with students and to provide them with the resources that
they may need such as food, clothing and school supplies; connect them with social services in the community such as mental
health counseling or anger management support; and to provide enrichment opportunities that may not be available otherwise,
such as student groups, field trips, and after-school programs.
Services/Programs at TJHS include: Food Assistance (Breakfast, lunch, snacks, take home bags), Lunch Bunch, Clothing,
Life Skills Presentations, School Supplies, Holiday Assistance, Personal Hygiene Products, Service Learning, Food Drives, Mentoring, Social Service Coordination and Referrals, One-on-One Student Support/Check-ins, Pregnant & Teen Parenting Support,
Homecoming/Prom: Attire and Hair & Makeup Services, Anger Management Groups, and other enrichment opportunities.

Soraia Francisco
School Outreach Coordinator
253-945-5704
soraiaf@cisfederalway.org

To access any of these
Lanette Ava: School Outreach
Coordinator,
Americorps
253-945-5704
lanettea@cisfederalway.org
7am-3pm M-F
Olesya Baranova: Communities In Schools Intern
253-945-5704

FLYERS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MATH TEAM SUCCESS
On July 10th, 2016, the TJ math team traveled to St. Louis, Missouri for the 46th Mu Alpha Theta National Convention at Washington University in St. Louis. The Thomas Jefferson team trained all year long and summer as well for the annual week-long
math competition. Around 65 of the top schools from across the nation competed in numerous events and the Thomas Jefferson
math team did extremely well, placing 6th overall in the nation. In addition to this, Thomas Jefferson now has 3 new National
Champions including Nicholas Kim who placed first in Theta Applications, Austin Kim in Theta Matrices and Determinants, and
Tim Greene one the team’s coaches placed 1st among all coaches in Mental Math. The extends Thomas Jefferson streak of 22
straight years of being in the top ten schools in the nation.

Limits and Derivatives

Circles and Polygons

Individual

Relays

5. Nate Soo

14. Julia Sheats

3. Nicholas Kim

Alpha

Quadratic Functions
Matrices and Vectors

8. Nicholas Kim

10. Martin Lim
11. Brian Kim

Applications

Trigonometry

Polynomials and Rational
Functions
6. Orgil Batzaya

Systems of Equations
9. Ellie Kim

Number Theory
9. Richard Chung

1. Nicholas Kim

14. Orgil Batzaya

12. Ellie Kim

15. Nicholas Kim
Set Theory
12. Martin Lim

Matrices and Determinants
1. Austin Kim

History of Math

2. Jared Tran

8. Jessica Truong

10. Andrew Tang

12. Hakeem Shibly

Hustle
9. Orgil Batzaya, Josh
Guest,
Nicholas Kim, and Nate Soo

Gemini team test

16. Angela You

Perimeters, Areas, and Volumes

Theta

Probability and Combinatorics
8. Josh Guest

Theta
9. Solomon Kim, Andrew
Tang

6. Andrew Monk
Conic Sections
5. Brian Kim

Speed Math
Coordinate Geometry

12. Orgil Batzaya

Alpha
7. Michelle Kim, Kory
Byquist

12. Andrew Monk
Polar Coordinate Systems
13. Orgil Batzaya

Mental Math
Logs, Radicals, Exponents

7. Orgil Batzaya

3. Nicholas Kim

14. Richard Chung

Sequences and Series

Chalk Talk

13. Austin Kim

Mu

Sequences and Series
11. Ellie Kim

Individual
10. Orgil Batzaya

7. Sandra Ojeaburu
Ciphering
11. Nicholas Kim

Mu
11. Chris Oh, Nick Hall

Class of 2017
Senior Checklist

August/September
Register for the SAT and/or ACT. Your counselor can help you with fee waivers if needed.
Take a look at some college applications and consider all of the different pieces of information you will need to
compile to complete them.
Visit your school counselor to make sure you are on-track to graduate and fulfill college admission requirements.
Take every opportunity to get to know colleges. Meet with college representatives who visit your high school in
the fall, attend local college fairs, and visit campuses if possible.
Narrow down your list of potential colleges and begin to consider “reach,” “target,” and “safety” schools. Make
sure you have the application and financial aid information for each school.
Create a checklist and calendar to chart:
Standardized test dates, registration deadlines, and fees.
College application due dates.
Financial aid application forms and deadlines.
Other materials you’ll need for college applications (recommendations, transcripts, essays, etc.).
Some colleges and universities require the CSS/Financial Aid Profile. Ask the colleges to which you are applying
for their deadlines. Register as early as September. See your school counselor about fee waivers.
October
File the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) or WASFA (Washington Application for State Financial
Aid). The sooner you complete your financial aid application, the more aid you could potentially receive from
colleges. For information about the FAFSA, go to www.fafsa.gov. Eligible students without legal immigration
status can get more information and apply for the WASFA at readysetgrad.org/wasfa.
Some colleges will have deadlines as early as this month. These would include Rolling Admission, Early Decision,
and Early Action deadlines. If you cannot afford the application fees that many colleges charge, ask your
counselor to help you request a fee waiver.
Finalize your college essay. Many schools require that you submit at least one essay with your application.
Request personal recommendations from teachers, school counselors, or employers. Provide a stamped, addressed envelope, the appropriate college forms, and an outline of your academic record and extracurricular activities to each person writing you a recommendation.
Research scholarships. Ask your counselor, colleges, and religious and civic groups about scholarship opportunities. Keep your TheWashboard.org profile updated and keep applying for scholarships. Remember, you should
never pay for scholarship searches or information.
Resources
Ready Set Grad: www.readysetgrad.org
College Bound Scholarship: www.collegebound.wa.gov
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA): www.fafsa.gov
FSA ID: https://fsaid.ed.gov/
Washington Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA): www.readysetgrad.org/wasfa
The Washboard Scholarship Search: www.washboard.org
Federal Student Aid: https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/
The College Board’s Big Future: www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org
ACT Profile: www.act.org/profile

Steps to Create an FSA ID
1. Go to fsaid.ed.gov or, if you are ready to begin your FAFSA, start at FAFSA.gov and click on the Create an FSA ID
link.
2. Create a username and password, and enter your email address.
3. Enter your name, date of birth, Social Security number, contact information, and challenge questions and answers.
4. Review your information, and read and accept the terms and conditions.
5. Confirm your e-mail address using the secure code, which will be sent to the e-mail address you entered when you
created your FSA ID. You can use your FSA ID immediately to file and sign the FAFSA even if you aren’t able to confirm
your email with the secure code.
Each student needs an FSA ID. If parent information is required on the FAFSA, one parent will also need an FSA ID to
sign the student’s FAFSA. Each student and parent must create their FSA ID separately at fsaid.ed.gov.
Tips To Remember When Creating an FSA ID
Be sure to enter your information accurately.
Your information will be verified by the Social Security Administration and making a mistake, especially with your social
security number, birthdate or name, will cause delays.
Keep in mind that an email address can only be associated with one FSA ID.
Students and parents cannot use the same email address.
If you have an email other than your high school email address, use that alternate email. You may even want to create one especially for financial aid and college application purposes.
Your high school email access will likely expire after you graduate. You will need to use your FSA ID for years to come
so link it to an email address that you will continue to use.
It is important to have access to your email when creating your FSA ID.
A secure code will be sent to your email that you will need to retrieve when creating your FSA ID. Entering this secure
code will confirm your email address, which is very important if you forget your username or password, and it will allow
Federal Student Aid to communicate with you electronically.
Your FSA ID can be used immediately to access and sign the FAFSA.
However, you won’t be able to use it to update or correct the FAFSA or enter any other FSA websites until it has been
verified with the Social Security Administration (one to three days).

Your Federal Student Aid ID (FSA ID)
Creating an FSA ID is the first step to completing your FAFSA. An FSA ID gives you access to Federal Student Aid’s
online systems and serves as your legal signature. Only create an FSA ID using your own personal information and for
your own exclusive use. If you had a PIN, having that number available will make this process easier.
To create an FSA ID, go to fsaid.ed.gov. Complete this form to keep track of important information related to your FSA
ID. This information should be kept confidential and stored in a secure location. Please bring this document to your
College Goal Washington event. You can find events that provide assistance with completing your FAFSA at http://
readysetgrad.org/educators/grad/cgw-students-families
Student Information
Email Address:_________________________________________________________
Username:_____________________________________________________________
Password:_____________________________________________________________
Answer to Challenge Questions (answers are case sensitive):
Challenge Question Answer 1:_____________________________________________
Challenge Question Answer 2:_____________________________________________
Challenge Question Answer 3:_____________________________________________
Challenge Question Answer 4:_____________________________________________
Significant Date Answer (MM/DD/YYYY):_____________________________________
Parent Information (if appropriate)
Email Address:__________________________________________________________
Username:_____________________________________________________________
Password:_____________________________________________________________
Answer to Challenge Questions (answers are case sensitive):
Challenge Question Answer 1:_____________________________________________
Challenge Question Answer 2:_____________________________________________
Challenge Question Answer 3:_____________________________________________
Challenge Question Answer 4:_____________________________________________
Significant Date Answer (MM/DD/YYYY):_____________________________________

