Mark Twain Elementary School

Family Updates
March 25th, 2020
Hello Mark Twain Families!
We hope this update finds your and your family healthy. We miss all of you so
much. While we are unable to learn together at this time, our goal is to stay connected with families
through regular updates. Our instructional team will be providing suggestions and tips to reinforce
learning that has already taken place this year. In addition, we will start off by providing answers to
some questions you may have at this time.
I have a question about at-home learning. Who can I contact?
Please contact your child’s teacher via email. We are including email addresses for all staff at the
end of this newsletter.
Are additional resources available?
Please check the FWPS website for additional resources about at-home learning.
Grades K-2: h
 ttps://www.fwps.org/Page/7462
Grades 3-8: https://www.fwps.org/Page/7464
Resources are also available on the Mark Twain website. This page will be updated throughout the
duration of the closure. https://www.fwps.org/marktwain
When can I expect to hear from my child’s teacher?
Teachers will be reaching out to families via email two times each week.
Where can scholars go for meals?
Two primary locations for Mark Twain scholars:
-

Mark Twain Elementary, Monday-Friday, 11:30 AM - 12:00 PM

-

Crestview West, Monday-Friday, 1:55-3:00 PM

-

Other sites and information are located on the FWPS website:
https://www.fwps.org/Page/7460

MATH

READING GRADES K-5
Try thinking outside the box when it comes to reading with your scholar! Scholars don’t always need
to be reading from a physical book. They can take a walk around the community while reading
signs/postings, mail that comes to the house, newspapers/magazines, or online stories/articles (cell
phone, iPad, computers). Many online programs are offering free resources to kids during these
challenging times. Please reach out to your student’s teacher for some good websites to access
online reading.
Scholars' reading skills are strengthened when they get exposure to different genres while reading.
These genres can be either literary texts (realistic fiction, mystery, humor, fables, folktales, myth) or
informational texts (history, social studies, biographies, science). Scholars benefit when adults or
older siblings read with them while asking questions about their reading. Below are some
comprehension prompts to engage your scholar while you are reading with them at home:
Literary text (realistic fiction, mystery, humor, fables, folktales, myth):
*Describe the characters, setting, major events, problem and conclusion.
*Retell the beginning, middle, and end
*What is the lesson or central message?
*Find a word that is new to you and see if you can use context clues to determine what it means.
Informational text (history, social studies, biographies, science):
*What was the text mainly about?
*What are three of the most important things the author told us about this topic?
*How does this image/diagram help us understand the text?
*Find a word that is new to you and see if you can use context clues to determine what it means.
Note: While having a conversation about these questions is beneficial, consider also having your
scholar write the answers to these questions, using evidence from the text. Don’t forget to have
them restate the question first!

😊

READING & WRITING GRADES 3-5
For scholars in Grades 3-5, remember to use your FIRE strategy!

READING GRADES K-5
For ALL scholars, use these tips to help you figure out new vocabulary words!

WRITING GRADES K-2

MUSIC
Hello Bullfrogs! I hope you are all doing well!
I wanted to share some resources and activities this week to keep practicing music at home!
K-2: Here is a YouTube playlist with songs and activities. More are added every day!
-

h
 ttps://bit.ly/2QHaqWt

3-5: Can you write your own rhythms using q
 Q n h?
Can you add letter names or words to your rhythm to turn it into a chant/song?
What music have you been listening to at home? Specific artists or styles?
- Send me an email with the music you’ve been listening to and your
name/teacher! lwhitehatton@fwps.org

LIBRARY

PBIS

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Thank you for reading this week’s edition of Mark Twain Family Updates! We encourage you to
stay engaged with us throughout the week.
FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/MarkTwainFWPS/
TWITTER: https://twitter.com/MarkTwainFWPS
Send photos of your scholars learning at home to socialmedia@fwps.org
We are including email addresses for staff members on the next page. Please reach out with any
questions you may have.

