
 

T   TEM TRIBUNE 
Dear Totem Families, 

We were excited to welcome back our 

scholars this week after spring break—we 

missed them!  YOU are an important piece 

of our community and as we look forward 

to our upcoming events we hope you will 

join us. 

Please read this bulletin for important in-

formation including updates and reminders 

about Totem expectations in regards to 

being Safe, Kind, and Re-

sponsible!  

Hoping to see you soon, 
Caitlin Boline 
Interim Principal 
cboline@fwps.org 

April 2018 

Totem PTA 

We are looking for parents (all of you!) to join 

our PTA!  The home and school relationship is a 

major factor to a child’s success.  Please consider 

supporting our school and working with us to 

support all of our incredible scholars! 

Please stop by Totem for an application or have 

your child request one from our main office. 

Parent Vue 

We are trying to reach a goal of 100% 

families signed up for the Parent Vue portal!  Please 

download the app or go to:                                          

https://grades.fwps.org/ 

MANY languages available! 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Early Release 

April 25 @ 1 PM 
 

10th Annual STEAM Night 

April 19th @ 6-7:30 PM 
 

8th Grade Promotion 

June 19th @ 8:30-10:30 AM 

Uniform Update 

After listening to our scholars about their com-

fort and families about their ability to obtain uni-

form pieces, we have a few small changes to our 

uniform policy.  Students may wear ANY FWPS 

clothing item on top or wear a solid colored 

hoodie underneath their polo. 

Teacher Appreciation Week 

Teacher Appreciation Week is May 7th -11th and we would love your help to make this a special week for 

our teachers.  Do you have a skill or idea you would like to share?  We are looking for ideas big and small! 

Please contact Ms. Boline if you are interested—THANK YOU! 



 

Totem Middle School’s 

10th Annual STEM Night Has Turned STEAM! 

Science, Technology, Engineering, ART, and Math    

April 19, 2018 from 6-7:30pm 
                                Totem Middle School Gym and Cafeteria 

 

Join us for wind turbines, egg drop, rubber band cars, dry ice ice-cream, math Olympics 
and more.  PLUS food and a chance to win great door prizes! 

Buses will be provided from Appian Way and Buena Casa apartments!  Stay tuned! 

Totem Is A Restorative Practice School! 

 

Everybody makes mistakes. Everybody gets upset with other people sometimes. Restorative Practice—we often just say 
“RP”—is a way of dealing with mistakes and conflicts that helps people learn from their mistakes and build better relation-
ships. 

 

RP is a big change from what most schools in the United States have done for most of their history. For a long time, most 
American schools have tried to teach students to behave well by using punitive discipline practices—when a child made a 
mistake, they would be punished, and the punishment was supposed to make the child to behave better. Restorative disci-
pline is a different way of helping people behave well. Research is showing that restorative discipline works better than pu-
nitive discipline for many students. Here are some of the key differences: 
 

 

The most fun way to start learning about RP is to talk to your scholar! Here are some starting questions: 

What is it like when your class holds a “Circle”? 
Are some Circles more serious than others? 
Have you or your friends ever worked with Ms. Harris to solve a problem? 
Where is the RP Room (Ms. Harris’ room)? What is it like? 
When do teachers ask kids to do “Reflection Forms”? What questions are on the forms? 

 

I love getting to know you and your kind, talented Totem scholars! Please call or email me anytime! 

Ms. Shannon Harris, Restorative Practices Coordinator, 253-945-5159, SJHarris@fwps.org 

PUNITIVE DISCIPLINE thinks about… RESTORATIVE DISCIPLINE thinks about… 

What rule was broken? Who was harmed? 

Is the student guilty or innocent? Who is responsible for repairing the harm? 

When we make mistakes, we need to be punished. When we make mistakes, we need to repair the harm 
we have caused. 


