
home.  Spectators at games 
are not part of the after-
school program, we will not 
monitor when they arrive 
or leave and buses are not 
provided for spectators at 
games.   

Great Start 

The school year is off to a 
great start.  Leadership stu-
dents went to leadership 
camp this summer, Service 
Learning is planning Peace 
Day, all classes are engaged 
in learning, after school 
activities are beginning 
soon, and the voices and 
faces of our students are 
music to our ears.  Welcome 
Back, we missed our stu-
dents this summer.  

Celebrating Honor 

Students 

Honor Society 8th graders 
will be attending the Wash-
ington State Fair on Sep-
tember 19th during the 
school day.   

Picture Day is  

September 18th 

Congratulation        

Totem Staff and           

Students   

Totem Middle School was 
certified as an International 
Baccalaureate Middle Years 
Programme School.  Special 
thanks to our coordinator, 
Sara Stipes.   

PTSA 

The first PTSA meeting is 
September 12th at 6:30PM 
in the Totem Library.  New 
officers will be elected. 
Please support the PTSA. 
The meetings are the 2nd 
Thursday of each month at 
6:30 PM and coffee with the 
principal is at 6:00 PM be-
fore each PTSA Meeting.    

Breakfast at 

School 

Mornings can be really cra-
zy… the alarm doesn’t go 
off...the kids don’t want to 
get up...there’s no time to 
eat breakfast before the bus 
comes...or they’re just not 

ready to eat.  Help your 
child start the day right 
with school breakfast! If 
you qualify for free and 
reduced lunch, you also 
qualify for the breakfast 
program. 

Open House 

Open House at Totem is 
September 19, from 6:15 
PM to 8:00 PM.  We look 
forward to seeing all of our 
families.  A form to sign 
and fill out with your 
child’s schedule will be 
coming home next week.   

Fall Sports 

Fall Sports are off to a 
great start, football, cross 
country, and fast pitch are 
already practicing.  We 
encourage students to par-
ticipate in sports at Totem.  
Please have your child pick 
up the forms and get them 
turned in so they can be 
involved.   
Students coming out to 
support our teams need to 
be in uniform.  However 
they need to arrange a way 

 

TASP Totem After School Program  

TASP will also begin a limited program at 7:00 in the morning before school beginning on 

September 16, on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday mornings. The after school 

program the first week, 16-20,  will only be homework help.  There will be limited bus ser-

vice the first week after school. We will only have homework help for about 30 students 

the first week, on a sign up or teacher recommended basis.    

The TASP full afterschool program with activities and clubs will begin on September 23.   It 

will be every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. There will be no programming on 

Thursday before or after school.  Buses will be provided at 4:45 each day.  Watch for the 

flyer coming home with your students soon and information on our website.  

  

Important Dates 

September 
 

4 FALL SPORTS BEGIN  

STILL TIME TO JOIN 

THROUGH END OF NEXT 

WEEK    

 

19 OPEN HOUSE 

   

12  6 PM COFFEE WITH THE  

 PRINCIPAL  (LIBRARY) 

 

6:30 PM PTSA MEETING 

(LIBRARY) 

  

 ERIN JONES SPEAKER IN 

AVID CLASSROOMS 

     PICTURE DAY 

 OPEN HOUSE 6:15 PM - 8:00    

PM 

         

         HONOR SOCIETY STUDENTS 

TO WASHINGTON STATE 

FAIR 

 

20       PEACE DAY ASSEMBLY 

 

27      COOKIE DOUGH SALES    

BEGINS 

ASB (ASSOCIATED  

STUDENT BODY) 

OUR ASB RAISES MONEY TO SUP-

PORT SPORTS AND OTHER STUDENT 

ACTIVITIES FOR TOTEM.  THE COOK-

IE DOUGH FUND RAISER IS THE FIRST 

AND MOST IMPORTANT OF THE 

YEAR.  PLEASE SUPPORT TOTEM 

STUDENTS IN HELPING THEM RAISE 

MONEY FOR STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

AND SPROTS AT TOTEM. 

By Christine Baker, Principal 

TOTEM MIDDLE SCHOOL  

September  2013 
 



What You Should Know About Weather-Related School Closures and Delays 

What if it snows? What if the roads are icy? Will school be cancelled? 

The school district depends on weather predictions and physical road inspections when determining whether it’s safe to con-
duct school on schedule. 

Our decision to delay or cancel school must be made by 5 a.m. in order to have sufficient time to notify the media, our drivers 
and our students’ parents. Sometimes, quickly changing weather conditions force us to re-evaluate our decision.    

We work hard to make good decisions for the safety of our students and staff. If we decide to cancel or delay school, parents 
are inconvenienced or students may not have supervision at home.  On the other hand, we never want to put staff and students 
on the road when driving conditions are bad. 

Our decision to delay or cancel school is communicated to parents in a variety of ways. 

 We call parents on our automated call-out system. Calls are scheduled for around 6 a.m. so that early start students and par-
ents get the information before leaving for the day. 

 We also post notices on the front page of the website, at http://www.fwps.org. 

 The major television networks and news radio stations are notified of the changes in school schedules, and broadcast those 
changes. If you do not see Federal Way School District listed, or if the station says “no report”, it means we are operating 
on a normal schedule. 

    You can get e-mail notification at the same time the TV and radio stations do, by signing up for emergency notification 
at http://www.schoolreport.org. 

 You may also call 253-945-2000 to receive current emergency information. 
 

How we make our decisions about school delays and cancellations 

In spite of Doppler radar and other advances in weather prediction, it is difficult to be sure about the weather and the road con-
ditions we may encounter in the thirty-five square miles the District encompasses. 

We routinely take a series of steps to assess the weather and road conditions during inclement weather before we start our 
school day. This literally starts the night before: As the district’s night security officer makes his rounds, he checks road condi-
tions and monitors the weather. Our Transportation staff gets on the road by 3:30 a.m. to do further spot checks within the dis-
trict. The decision to alter our school schedule is based on facts found during this time. 

You are well within your rights to decide to keep your child or children at home if you feel it’s not safe to make the trip to 
school.  You are in the best position to decide about your local conditions and your child’s judgment and driving capabili-
ties.  While we go to extensive measures to determine if roads district-wide are safe for travel, it’s physically impossible for us 
to be on every street corner and side street at all times.   We rely on you to be the final judge when it comes to the safety of 
your child. 

We will continue to do everything within our power to make the best decisions for the safety of your children. 

http://www.fwps.org/
http://www.schoolreport.org

