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September Calendar 
16—Back to School BBQ, 5:30 

20—Curriculum Night 

21—Early Release, 1:50 

23—Picture Day 

27—P.T.A. Meeting, 7:00 

29—Cookie Day! 

October Calendar 
5—Early Release! 

7—Watch D.O.G.S. Pizza Night, 5:30 

13—Cookie Day! 

14—No School, Teacher In-Service 

18—P.T.A. Meeting, 9:00AM 

19—Early Release, 1:50 
27—Cookie Day! 

Wednesday, September 21st is early release, 1:50! 

Dear Meredith Hill Families and Community, 

It is my distinct honor and privilege to introduce myself to you as 
the new principal of Meredith Hill Elementary.  I am thrilled to 
join the Meredith Hill Orcas and look forward to working with 
each of you as we continue to work as a team to meet the needs 
of our  students and ensure student success.  I have received a 
very warm welcome, and I would like to thank the staff,           
students, and families for extending this welcome to me.  I have 
already had the pleasure of meeting many of you, and I look   
forward to meeting the rest of our community at our                
PTA Barbeque on Friday the 16th from 5:30 – 7:00 and our      
Curriculum Night on September 20th as well.   

I cannot wait to begin our journey together at Meredith Hill.  We 
will continue to develop our instructional strategies, our work in 
collaboration, and our analysis of student needs in a combined 
effort to ensure student success.  In my first few days in the     
building, I have observed some incredible thinking and learning 
by our students, and I know this will only to rise as our Orcas 
soar!  I look forward to continuing the great work of connecting 
our families and school together through family involvement 
events.  My door is always open, and I look forward to a true 
partnership.  

I join the Meredith Hill community from Pine Tree Elementary in 
the Kent School District where I have served the past three years 
as the Principal.  During that time, Pine Tree’s student       
achievement data has made significant gains and the school and 
family partnership has grown even stronger; I look forward to 
bringing that experience with me to Meredith Hill and continuing 
the great work that has been established by Dr. Meisenburg   
during his time here.  Prior to serving at Pine Tree, I was the    
Assistant Principal of Scenic Hill Elementary for three wonderful 
years, and before serving in that capacity, I was a Dean of       
Students and an intermediate teacher at Green Gables             
Elementary here in Federal Way.  I began my career in education 
in the Forest Grove School District outside of Portland, Oregon.   

Again, thank you all for the exceedingly warm welcome.  I am so 
truly honored to be here at Meredith Hill. 

Diane Ellis, Principal 

Visitors and Volunteers 

We appreciate your participation at our school, and parents/guardians are always   

welcome. Please contact your student’s teacher to make arrangements before visiting 

their class.  We ask that all visitors and volunteers sign in at the office to receive a 

“Visitor Badge”.  Safety procedures require that only visitors & volunteers that are 

cleared through the WA State Patrol Background Check spend extended time on school 

grounds, or volunteer to be chaperones on a field trip.  Please plan ahead; it may take 

weeks for approval.  You may pick up a WSP Form in the school office. There is no fee 

to you.  We look forward to seeing you at our school!  

If your child will be 
late or absent be 

sure to contact the 
office at             

253-945-3202 or 
bbargelt@fwps.org  

The Office Needs 
Your Help 

Please make all           
arrangements with your 

student before they    
depart for school.  The 
office is unable to relay 
these messages during 
the school day as it is a 

disruption to their   
learning.   
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Write your child’s name on everything! 
It is just the first week of school and already our Lost and Found bin is filling up.  Please 
be sure your child’s name is on their coats, backpacks and lunch boxes.  This will help 
in making sure they find their way back to your child.  

Welcome to the Meredith Hill Library!   

Students come to the library once every six days to hear a story, learn library skills, and to check out 
books.  Books are due at their next library class.  If students bring the books back, they get to pick 
out different books.  If they do not return the books, the books are overdue, and the student does not 
get to check out a book. They will receive an overdue notice, which can eventually result in a monetary 
fine. 

We expect students to take good care of the books that they check out from the library.  Please find 
a safe place to put your child’s library books while they are at home, away from pets, food, and water.  
A fine will be charged if a book is damaged. Please help your child put the books into their backpack so 
they are returned on time! 

You can access our school’s online catalog from home.  Just Google http://library.fwps.org/, click on 
Meredith Hill Elementary, and choose the “catalog” tab at top of the page.  Here you can search for 
books by topic, title, author and/or series.    

This fall during conferences we will be having our annual  Scholastic Book Fair.  Books will be   
available to purchase at this time.  This is our library’s major fundraiser, and we purchase new books 
with the proceeds from our sales.  Be sure to stop by when you come to conferences in November. 

We are excited to help your child develop a love of reading.  Please feel free to contact us if you have any     
questions or concerns. 

Mrs. Lunde, Librarian 

Mrs. Amato, Library Assistant 

Because there is no supervision before school, students 
may not arrive before 8:40.  If they are eating breakfast at 
school, 8:30.  Please remind your child(ren) to enter either 

through gym doors or cafeteria doors. 

Connection Corner with the Family Liaison 

Welcome back students and families for another great school year!  I’d especially like to welcome all 
the new students and their families to Meredith Hill.  I’ve really enjoyed seeing all the new faces and 
hope to meet you soon.  We have over 30 new students and families plus our brand new                
kindergarteners and preschoolers! 

My role as the Family Liaison is to work with parents/guardians, students, teachers, counselors, and 
staff as a partner in your student’s academic success.  I enjoy facilitating connections  between      
families and the school community.  I absolutely love getting to know our students and supporting 
and celebrating their successes. 

There are three things I invite you to consider as you use me as a resource to help you support your 
student’s success in school.  Please allow me to help you: 

1. Be Informed -- Ask questions. Get to know school staff and understand the policies that affect 

your student’s education. 

2. Be Prepared -- Have a plan. Help your student and school staff understand your expectations and 

beliefs about respectful partnerships and a good education. 

3. Be Involved --Share your ideas. Help school staff discover meaningful and effective ways to       

support your involvement at home and in the school. 

Please call, email, or stop by to see me any time with questions, concerns, or just to say hello.  I try to 
be helpful any way I can.  If I don’t know the information you need, I do my best to find out or help 
connect you to the right resource. 

 

Laurie Wenneman (Mrs. W.) 

253-945-3210 

http://library.fwps.org/

