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Meredith Hill Families, 
 

As we enter the month of November, we enter a fast paced time of 

the year.  We have student led conferences, Thanksgiving, and all 

of the excitement that goes along with the holiday season.  I do 

hope that as we start the holiday season, each of you is in great 

spirits and geared up for the excitement that comes with it. 

That being said, I need your help with two things: 

First off, a large number of students have been arriving at school 

tardy each morning.  As a parent, I know that mornings can be a 

hectic time with so many different things happening at one time 

but I am asking each of you to please make that conscious effort 

and to express to your children to make the effort to be on time.  I 

know that with my children, we have to lay everything out the 

night before just to be sure that we stay on track because      

mornings move quickly.  Breakfast starts at 8:30 and school begins 

officially at 8:50 with the morning assembly.  Because there is no 

supervision before school, please have your child arrive no earlier 

than 8:40 or if they are eating breakfast at school, 8:30.  Also 

school ends at 3:20.  Please be sure to make arrangements to 

have your child picked up on time as teachers often have meetings 

after school. 

Second, beginning Monday, November 3rd, the gate to the upstairs  

parking lot will be closed from 2:00 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.  I know that 

some of you will view this as an inconvenience but it is a small 

price to pay for the safety of your children.  Some of the factors 

that played in the decision to do this include the following: 

 We have all three portables in use throughout the day creating 

a good amount of foot traffic from the portables to the main 

building. 

 Too many vehicles are driving ‘up’ the left hand side of the 

street, around the waiting cars, to get to the upper parking lot. 

 In the event of a fire or emergency in the back of the building  

emergency vehicle access would be compromised. 

 

When the dismissal bell rings at 3:20 it takes approximately eight 

to 11 minutes for all of the children and their families to depart the 

grounds safely.  I am confident that you will all understand my   

rationale and will continue to work with me and my staff to not  

only provide high quality education for your children but also to do 

so in a safe environment. 

 

    Reginald Reid, Ph.D. 
    Principal 
 

November Calendar 
3—PTA Food Drive Begins 

4—Health Screen Day 

4—Book Fair Begins 

6—Book Fair 8:00-7:00 pm 

7—Book Fair 8:00-12:00 pm 

6-7—Student Led Conference 

10—Veteran’s Day Assembly 

11—No School, Veterans Day 

13—Cookie Day! 

13—Reptile Assembly,  

 2:25 & 6:30 

18—Read & Lead Bookstore 

18—Lego Club 

19—PTA Meeting, 7:00-8:00 

20—Donuts w/ Dr. Reid, 2:00 

24—Team Time 

25—Lego Club 

26—Early Dismissal 

27—30 Thanksgiving Break 

December Calendar 
1—Toy Drive Begins 

2—Lego Club 

3—Poinsettia P/U 3:30-5:30 

4—Cookie Day! 

5—Steel Drum Performance 

5—Winterfest 

9—Lego Club 

15—PTA Meeting 9:00-10:00 

16—Read & Lead Bookstore 

16—Lego Club 

18—Cookie Day! 

18—Donuts w/ Dr. Reid 2:00 

22—Jan4 No School 

No School—November 6th-7th—Student Led-Conferences  
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Counselor Corner 
 
Help Your Child Succeed in School:  
Build the Habit of Good Attendance Early  
School success goes hand in hand with good attendance!  
DID YOU KNOW?  

in school.  

harder to learn to read.  

 

 

up.  
 
Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school—and themselves. Start  
building this habit in preschool so they learn right away that going to school on time, every day 
is important. Good attendance will help children do well in high school, college, and at work.  
WHAT YOU CAN DO  

 

 

 

 

headache can be a sign of anxiety and not a reason to stay home.  

advice on how to make her feel comfortable and excited about learning.  

-up plans for getting to school if something comes up. Call on a family member, a neighbor, 
or another parent.  

 

REMINDERS FROM THE OFFICE 
 

Absence or Tardy 
Please call the office at (253)945-3202 if your child is going to be absent or tardy.  You may 
call outside of office hours and leave a message.  When your child is absent for more than one 
day, please report the child’s absence each day.  Also, if your child will be late, and will need 
a lunch ordered, please notify the office by 9:00 a.m. to include your student in the lunch 
count for that day. 
  

Early Student Pick up 
If your child is going to leave early, please send a note to their teacher.  You will need to sign 
them out at the office.  Please allow extra time, students may be out of the classroom and will 
need to get their backpack.  You may be asked for ID so please has it available.  
Students are called to the Office after parents/guardians arrive at school, to protect their 
learning time. 
  
Visitors and Volunteers 
We appreciate your participation at our school and parents/guardians are always welcome. 
Please contact your student’s teacher to make arrangements before visiting their class.  We 
ask that all visitors and volunteers sign in at the office to receive a “Visitor Badge”.  Safety 
procedures require that only visitors & volunteers that are cleared through the WA State Patrol 
Background Check spend extended time on school grounds, or volunteer to be chaperones on 
a field trip.  Please plan ahead; it may take weeks for approval.  You may pick up a WSP Form 
in the school office. We look forward to seeing you at our school.  
  

Write Your Child’s Name on EVERYTHING! 

As you send your child to school with personal supplies, lunch boxes, sweaters and coats, remember this 

golden rule: WRITE HIS/HER NAME ON EVERYTHING! We don’t want your favorite jacket, thermos or 

Tupperware container to end up in the Lost and Found or the local clothing bank. Items with children’s 

names are easily returned. Please help out by identifying all of your child’s belongings with ink or permanent 

marker. 


