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March Calendar 
1—Preschool Registration begins 

1-8  Smile Partners, Screening, K-5 

2—Wear Red & Black Day 

2—Movement & Mindfulness,  

 3:20-4:15 

3—Cookie Day! 

3—Math Team, 3:20-4:30 

4—Pantasia, 3:20-4:30 

7—Math Team, 3:20-4:30 

7—Track Practice, 3:20-4:15 

8—B.O.B. Meeting 

9—Movement & Mindfulness,  

 3:20-4:15 
9—Salmon Club, 3:20-4:30 

10—Math Team, 3:20-4:30 

11—No School, Teacher In-Service 

14—Track Practice, 3:20-4:15 

14—Math Team, 3:20-4:30 

15—Coffee & Conversation  

 10:00-11:00 

15—Read & Lead Bookstore 

15—PTA Meeting, 7:00-8:00PM 

16—Early Dismissal, 1:50 

17—Cookie Day! 

17—Math Team, 3:20-4:30 

18—Team Time 

18—Pantasia, 3:20-4:30 

21—Mighty Milers Begins 

21—Spring Photos & Activity 

 Group Picture Day 

21—Track Practice, 3:20-4:15 

21—Math Team, 3:20-4:30 

22—3rd/4th Grade Concert, 7:00 

23—Walk to School Day 

23—Movement & Mindfulness,  

 3:20-4:15 

23—Salmon Club, 3:20-4:30 

24—Math Team, 3:20-4:30 

25—B.O.B. Meeting 

25—Pantasia, 3:20-4:30 

25—Math Competition 

26—Track Meet  

28—Math Team, 3:20-4:30 
28—Track Practice, 3:20-4:15 

28—Honor Choir performs @ Kilo 

30—Early Dismissal, 1:50 

31—Cookie Day! 

31—B.O.B. Competition, 1:45 

31—Math Team, 3:20-4:30 

 
Greetings Meredith Hill Parents, Grandparents, and Friends,  

Happy March!!  March may be my favorite month.  It is the      
beginning of spring.  Of course, the spring equinox doesn’t’ start 
until March 20th but in meteorological terms, spring always    
begins on March 1

st
.  So, I figure spring has sprung and that 

means the return to light!!  Here is a fun spring activity to try 
with your children.  According to folklore, you can stand a raw 
egg on its end on the equinox (March 20

th
).  Is that true?  Have 

your kids give it a try and let us know what they find out. 

Our first semester of school is behind us.  In fact, we just passed 
the 100 day mark.  In our kindergarten classes there was a big 
celebration to mark the 100

th
 day of school. We had a special 

guest.  She was a 100 year old woman who came to help us   
celebrate (played perfectly by our own Mrs. Smith). 

We are excited about the incredible student growth we have 
observed in English Language Arts, math, and science. State  
testing is coming up and we are very confident that our students 
will shine, just like they have in the past.   

Students have also had an opportunity to learn about health and 
fitness through our fabulous physical education program.       
Currently, students are jumping rope to raise money for the 
American Heart Association.  Last year we raised $950.  This year 
we will raise over $1500! I am really proud of our students and, 
of course, Mr. Navilio is leading the campaign. Also, the Mighty 
Milers Club is set to begin March 21st with Walk to School Day 
on March 23rd. 

Let’s not forget how our students have been discovering their 
incredible talents as musicians and writers during music and   
library. We have two of the finest programs in the District thanks 
to Mrs. Schneider and Ms. Beck (music) and Mrs. Lunde (library). 
Music concerts are approaching quickly and our students are  
doing the refining and hard work necessary to be outstanding 
performers.  You may want to mark your calendars as our        
students perform on: March 22nd, April 25th, May 24th and 
June 2nd. Additionally, don’t forget about the Battle of the 
Books. We have 76 students participating on 19 teams.  There is 
fun and competition as the teams try to see who will represent 
our school at the District finals. Mark your calendar for March 
31st at 1:45 to watch our outstanding students compete in the          
Meredith Hill Battle of the Books!! 

In really exceptional schools, like Meredith Hill, students take 
pride in being good citizens. Our students have been earning 
Orca tickets for being Respectful!  At this time, over 600 Orca 
tickets have been awarded and we anticipate our students will 
break the 1000 ticket mark!  Quite a feat! Students are being   
recognized for safe, respectful, and productive behavior through 
our Positive Behavior Intervention System program. Having an 
internal awareness and pride in their performance is an           
important part of being a successful Meredith Hill student. 

I hope all is well for you and your family.  Sending you my best!   

 
Terry Meisenburg, Ph.D. 
Principal 

 

-No School March 11- 
1:50 Dismissal, March 16th & 30th  
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Connection Corner with the Family Liaison 

Spring is around the corner and signals a transition to many new opportunities here for 
our Meredith Hill students.  The seeds have been planted and it’s already time to take 
action/register for next school year for preschool children entering kindergarten and 
our 5

th
 graders moving on to middle school .   

 

Meanwhile, it’s nearing time to measure the seeds of knowledge of our 3
rd

, 4
th

, and 5
th

 
graders with state testing.  The Smarter Balanced Assessment window opens this 
month.  Ways to help your student bloom to their full testing potential include:  going to 
bed early enough to ensure a good night’s sleep, fueling their bodies and minds with 
nutritious breakfast and lunch, and regularly attending school and arriving on time. 
 

Though Dr. M has planted positive and enthusiastic roots here at Meredith Hill, he is  
only here for this school year until he transplants himself into his next adventure.  The 
district is in the process of finding us a new principal and, hopefully, you were able to 
respond to the district’s parent survey.  We know that this is a very important decision 
for our students and school and Dr. M welcomes additional input at our next Coffee and 
Conversation parent forum on March 15

th
 at 10 am in the library. 

 

My role as Family Liaison is to help support families throughout the year, but especially 
during the transitions mentioned in this article.  Please contact me if you have any   
questions or concerns about these or any other school or family matters you may have. 
 

I really enjoy seeing your children grow and bloom 
each day and throughout the year!  If there is        
anything I can do to help you promote their success 
in school, I am happy to help.  Please don’t hesitate 
to ask. 

Laurie Wenneman (Mrs. W.) 

253-945-3216 

Email: lwennema@fwps.org 

Coffee and Conversation 

with the Principal* 

Tuesday, March 15, 2016 

10 am—11 am 

Meredith Hill Library 
 

* A parent forum to meet with Dr. M to talk about    

topics that you would like to know more about       

regarding students’ educational experience at     

Meredith Hill.   

You’re Invited! 
SBA Testing 

State Smarter Balanced Assessment 

(SBA) testing in math and English     

Language Arts is scheduled to begin 

March 21st and shall run through May.  

These multi-day assessments are taken 

by students in grades 3-5.  In May, fifth 

graders will complete the Measurement 

of Student Progress (MSP) in science.  A 

testing schedule for each class and the 

days  they  w i l l  te s t  i s  be ing                

developed.  We will make this schedule 

available soon.  Please take care to plan 

absences and appointments around your 

child's  schedule as there has been great 

effort to plan around school events and 

holidays. 

Orcas are Caring! 

mailto:lwennema@fwps.org
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Wednesday, March 23rd, 2016 
 

Time:  8:30 a.m. 
Date:  Wednesday, March 23rd 
Where: Corner of S 302nd Pl & 55th Pl S   
 
Meredith Hill Elementary Students from Meredith 
Hill will be walking to school along with parents 
and teachers.  

We encourage parents and community 
members to walk with their students.  
We will start on our journey towards    
Meredith Hill at 8:30 a.m. 

Mark your calendars now for a fabulous school 
event! 
 
Students in grades 3 & 4 (including 3/4/5 Scott 
and some of Port) will present a Spring     
Concert on Tuesday, March 22, 2016 @ 7:00 
pm.  More information will be coming home 
soon!  Please invite your friends and family for 
this special night!   
 
Mrs Schneider and Miss Beck 

Spring 
Concert!! 

This school year we have been encouraging our students to              
“Be More ORCA!”  Students are recognized with special ORCA tickets 
when they’ve been seen demonstrating ORCA behaviors.  Perhaps 
you’ve seen the colorful tickets on display in the gym and the lobby 
stairs? 
 
In the fall we emphasized the trait of being more RESPONSIBLE.       
Following school/class rules, using playground equipment correctly, and 
cleaning up at lunchtime following the Green Team protocol (compost, 
garbage, recycling) are some examples of responsible student behavior 
at Meredith Hill. 
 
Since January we have focused on being more RESPECTFUL.  At an   
assembly, students watched a video of our teachers from many grade 
levels, as well as lunchroom and playground staff, describing many    
examples of what respectful behavior looks like at Meredith Hill.        

Listening quietly when someone is talking, taking turns, following school and classroom rules and 
routines even when teachers are not looking or when there are guest teachers are some examples. 
 
We will continue to foster the trait of being respectful while we introduce being more CARING this 
month.  We are excited that our Kindness and Compassion (KC) Club will be taking the lead on   
promoting more caring behavior at Meredith Hill.  KC Club is made up of about 40 4th and 5th grade 
students with an interest in making a difference in their school community.  Our KC Club students 
will be announcing a Caring Act of the Day (CAD) challenge during our morning assemblies once or 
twice a week.   
 
It has been encouraging to see our students develop and model such positive behavior at school.  
Try talking about responsible, respectful, caring, and safe behaviors with your family and be on the 
lookout for more ORCA behavior at home.  Celebrate being More ORCA! 

At Meredith 
Hill, we value 

ORCA        
character 

traits: 
 

respOnsible 
      Respectful 
      Caring 
     sAfe 

Read Across America Week!  
Meredith Hill will celebrate Read Across America Week from Friday, February 26th-Wednesday, 
March 2nd.  We have some special activities scheduled to help us celebrate Dr. Seuss's            
birthday!  Kindergartners through fifth grade classes will buddy read together during their library 
time.  Academic core, functional core, and preschool classes will have Dr. Seuss theme lessons. On 
Wednesday March 2nd students and staff are encouraged to wear black and red in honor of        
Dr. Seuss’s birthday.    

Join in on the fun at home!  Just find your favorite Dr. Seuss book and read one with 
your child!  “Oh, the places you’ll go!” 
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Battle of the Books Competition March 31st  
Currently 76 team members are practicing on assigned days during their lunch recess.  Sets of  
practice questions are available to teams for additional practice.  There are 16 books and each team 
member needs to read at least four of these and earn an 80% on AR quizzes for those books by 
Tuesday, March 1st.   
 
The Meredith Hill Elementary the Battle of the Books will take place on Thursday, March 31st at 1:45 
in our gymnasium.  The winning team will continue on to the district battle, which is on Thursday, 
April 21st  at Todd Beamer High School. 
 
Read, read, read!  
Jeanne Lunde 
Librarian 

Parent Work  
Numbers  

Will No Longer  
Receive Automated Calls 

 

As the district continues to refine the new C5i 
automated callout system, we have heard   
considerable feedback from our parents and 
staff about the use of work numbers for       
automated calls.  
 
In response to this feedback, Federal Way  
Public Schools will no longer upload work   
numbers in the callout system for automated    
messaging purposes. 
 
Effective immediately, parents will no longer 
receive automated calls to their work numbers.  
 
For parents who do want automated messages 
to be directed to a work number, please call the 
Communications Office at 253-945-2264, or 
contact Meredith Hill office. 
 
Thank you for your valuable feedback and  
partnering with us to make necessary           
improvements to enhance the communications 
we provide.  
 
If you have questions or comments, please 
email callout@fwps.org, or call 253-945-2264. 

2016-2017  
Preschool 

 Registration 
Open registration for preschool 

students has begun.  Stop by our 

office after 9:30 a.m. for          

registration. 

 Immunization records and original birth 

certificate or passport are required for all 

students. The current tuition is $210 per 

month. 

 Meredith Hill offers a morning session 

from 8:50 to 11:35 and an afternoon 

session from 12:35 to 3:20, Monday 

through Friday for three and four year 

olds.  There is no preschool on    

Wednesdays. 

mailto:calloutsystem@fwps.org

