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Dear Lakeland Families, 
 
Wow, what a wonderful start to the 2019-2020 school year! We had a great turnout at our Lakeland 
Back-to-School BBQ. Staff enjoyed meeting with their scholars and families! I have also enjoyed 
visiting classrooms alongside our assistant principal, Paula McPhee and seeing all of our amazing 
scholars highly engaged in learning. We are excited to announce that we are starting our fourth year 
of implementing PBIS at Lakeland! What is PBIS? PBIS stands for Positive Behavioral Interventions 
and Supports. PBIS is a framework that helps guide the implementation of social/emotional and 
behavioral practices that support scholars’ success at school.  
 
This year at Lakeland, we are continuing to put the PBIS framework into practice. We’ve established 
behavioral expectations for all common areas of the school based on our three school rules: Be Safe, 
Be Kind, and Be Productive. These school rules are also known as “Bobcat Best.” This month, Lakeland 
staff spent time teaching behavioral expectations, and will continue to review them as needed. 
Scholars who demonstrate the expected behaviors may be recognized by any Lakeland staff member 
with a Bobcat Best Ticket, and be eligible for weekly and monthly prize drawings. Scholars also have 
the opportunity to earn their Self-Manager Badge by consistently demonstrating safe, kind, and 
productive behavior. Implementing PBIS is a multi-year endeavor, and we are in our fourth full year of 
this work. We are excited about the positive scholar behavior we are seeing in our Lakeland 
Community and look forward to continuing to make Lakeland a safe, kind, and productive place for 
everyone!   
 
With that, this year, like no other we will have a laser focus on implementing the best instructional 
practices to ensure that ALL of our scholars are successful. We are refining our English Language 
Arts (ELA) practices as we enter our 4th year with this curriculum and are very excited to implement 
a brand-new standards-based math curriculum, Ready Math, that is aligned to our math assessment, 
iReady Math. Within these curriculums, we are committed to using effective on-going formative 
assessment and timely feedback systems to inform our instructional practices. 
 
  
Thank you for all you do to make sure your scholar is ready to learn every day. As always, we are 
committed to the success of all scholars and believe partnering with families makes all of the 
difference. Our first “Coffee with Families” will be on September 20st  at 8:45 am in the Lakeland 
Family Center. This is an informal time for families to learn about upcoming events and keep updated 
with what is happening at Lakeland. Coffee with Families will be hosted by our family liaison, Shawnte’ 
Oliver. She is extremely excited to meet and start a wonderful partnership with all of our families. In 
the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact her directly if you have any questions. She can be 
reached at 253-945-3038. In addition, your scholar’s teacher is always looking forward to answering 
questions as well!   
  
Please take a minute to help welcome our new staff members! We have included their names and bios 
in this newsletter. 
 
Have a great year! 
 
Proud to be a Bobcat, 
 
Ra’Jeanna Conerly, Principal 



Lakeland Welcomes Our Newest Staff Members! 
 

Hello Lakeland Family Community!  My name is Paula McPhee, and I am the new Assistant Principal at 
Lakeland Elementary School.  I am very excited to be a team member at Lakeland Elementary, having 
previously served as an Instructional Coach in the 2010-11 school year.  My other leadership 
experience includes 8 years as an assistant principal and  principal.  I have a passion for teaching and 
learning math, having held other state and district leadership roles in math education.  Personally, I 
hail from the Midwest US.   I grew up in the Minneapolis, Minnesota area and started my teaching 
career in the St. Paul, MN Public Schools.   I am a proud Aunt of four nephews and four nieces and 
enjoy spending time with my Airedale, Jasper Oban.  In my free time I love traveling and learning 
about other cultures and countries and exploring the natural beauty of our country as a national park 
enthusiast.  My other interests include hiking and spending time in the great outdoors, as well as 
gardening, camping, hiking, photography, and learning new things.  I am super excited to be back in the 
amazing Lakeland Elementary School community and meeting everyone.  My door is always open.  Come 
on in. 
 
Hello! I’m Abril Bahena (Munoz), 4th Grade Teacher. I am an alumni from Northwest University. I 
enjoy teaching intermediate (3-5th grade). I am a PNW native so I enjoy spending time in the outdoors. 
I look forward to what the school year holds as a Bobcat!  
 
Jessica Shaeffer, 5th Grade Teacher: Hello Lakeland! I am excited to be a Bobcat for the 2019-2020 
school year. I am a graduate from Pacific Lutheran University with a degree in Conflict Management. 
GO LUTES! I currently live in Bonney Lake with my two fur babies. I love to travel, but mostly spend 
my time with friends and family. Fun fact,  I travelled to Egypt last year and rode a camel for the 
first time!  
 
My name is Mrs. Simpson-Dizon and I graduated from Saint Martins University with my Bachelor's 
degree, obtained my Master's degree from WGU, and am currently working on my EdD.  This is my 
fourth year teaching and the past three years I have taught third grade and am ecstatic to teach 
fifth grade!  I am thrilled to be at Lakeland Elementary and look forward to making this an exciting, 
successful, and productive school year. 
 
Hi! I am Kristy Collins, the new School Psychologist at Lakeland Elementary. I recently completed my 
internship in the Federal Way School District and graduated over the summer. I am excited to be a 
part of the Lakeland community and support our students!  

Hello my name is Alysia Torres and I am Lakeland's new Paraeducator. This will be my first year at Lakeland 
and I'm super excited to begin this journey of learning with all of you. I grew up in sunny San Bernadino 
California. I moved to Washington when I was 8 years old and I love it. I have a passion for books and 
learning. I can't wait to grow, learn, laugh together and most important to me is the memories I can look back 
on with all of you. So remember to have fun learning this year and let's laugh and grow with each other. 
Before I leave do you want to hear a joke?  Why did the student eat his homework? Because the teacher 
told him it was a piece of cake! 

Hello Lakeland families! My name is Beth Camal, (para/recess) but I can be referred to as Ms. Camal. I have 
been working in the district for almost 2 years, but this is my first year at Lakeland! A little about myself; I 
enjoy cooking, crafting, and exploring new places. I'm so excited for this new opportunity, and I hope we can 
get to know each other more as the year progresses! 
 
My name Mrs. Nadia. I am 1:1 para educator. It is my 4th year working for FWPS. I am married and 
have three kids. So happy to join Lakeland Elementary team.  
 
Hi, I’m Lori-Lee Morse and I’m thrilled to be here at Lakeland as a kindergarten support para. It’s my 
first year in the FWSD and I’m loving it. My background includes teaching preschool and being an art 
docent. 
 
Karen Forbes, 1:1 Para, Bio not available. 



FERPA Information   
  

Federal law requires schools inform parents that 
some of their child’s information, called 
“Directory Information,” might be used for 
certain school-related purposes. Parents and 
guardians may tell schools not to release this 
information. This is part of a law called The Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 
(FERPA).  
  
We ask parents to think carefully before 
restricting this information. Unfortunately, by 
restricting your child’s directory information for 
school publications, your student’s name and photo 
cannot be included in student annuals and 
yearbooks. He or she will not be able to be part of 
classroom, team or club photos which are intended 
to be published in yearbooks.   
  
If you say “no” to providing contact information to 
outside organizations, your child’s name, address 
and phone number/s will not be provided to non-
district organizations, including: graduation 
supplies companies; colleges; or military 
recruiters; and, after graduation, school reunion 
committees. Publishing photos of your child in 
district publications and websites, or in the news 
media, is one of things you can restrict, if you 
wish.  

Parents: Have you verified your scholar’s 
enrollment?   

  
Parents are now responsible for verifying their 
scholar’s enrollment each year.  
  
It is critical that the office has the most  
up-to-date information in the database. 
Without up-to-date information we may not 
have the correct contact information on file for 
you, or your emergency contacts.  
 
On-line verification is the only way for parents 
to complete Internet use permission forms, and 
field trip permission forms. Free & Reduced 
Lunch applications and The Rights & 
Responsibilities Booklet are also included in the 
parent verification process.   
  
Need help accessing ParentVue? Please call the 
school office 253-945-3000. We are happy to 
assist you!   
 
 

PBIS at Lakeland  
 
We are off to a Bobcat Best start here at 
Lakeland!   
 
Our goal is for all Lakeland scholars to be their 
Bobcat Best—Safe, Kind, and Productive—each 
day.  On the first day of school, all scholars 
learned the behavior expectations for our 
common areas, and teachers have been 
reviewing and reinforcing our school-wide 
expectations, as well as their classroom 
expectations, daily.  
 
We will be having our first Bobcat Ticket 
Drawing this September 13. Last year our 
scholars received over 35,127 Bobcat Tickets 
for the year for their safe, kind, and productive 
behavior.  Wow!   
 
Please review our PBIS handbook that came 
home in your scholar's Thursday folder, sign and 
return the yellow slip. Thank you for 
encouraging your scholar to be their Bobcat 
Best everyday! 
 

Dates To Remember 
 

September 18 Early Release, 1:35 pm 
 
September 25 Early Release, 1:35 pm 
 
October 9  Early Release,  1:35 pm 
 
October 11   No School, District PD Day 
 
October 25  Coffee with Families, 
   8:45-9:45 am 
 
October 25  Trunk or Treat, 6:00 pm 
 
October 29   School Picture Make-Up 
 
October 30  Early Release, 1:35 pm 
 
 



September is Attendance Awareness Month...Did you know that scholars who attend school 
regularly are more likely to graduate and find good jobs?  

  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
Below are some important attendance guideline: 
 
Pre-planned absences of more than two days require prior notice in writing and approval by an 
administrator at least three days prior to the absences. Requesting make-up work from the scholar’s 
teacher at least three days in advance, and following established timelines to return the completed 
work, is the best way to ensure the scholar does not fall behind. Elementary level prearranged absences 
must be requested using the Elementary Prearranged Absence Form, available at every elementary 
school and online. Please work directly with the school office to ensure the scholar’s absence is 
recorded correctly and requests are submitted according to district procedure.   
 
 For pre-planned absences extending to or beyond 20 days, scholars and/or parent/guardians are 

required to make an appointment with an administrator at the school prior to the absences 
occurring. A scholar with 20 or more consecutive days of absences may be withdrawn from the 
school and may not be able to be placed back in the class or even the school in which they were 
previously enrolled. Please talk with your school administrator, if you have additional questions or 
circumstances.   

  
Please try to schedule extended trips during scheduled school vacation periods (summer, winter, mid-
winter and spring breaks.)   
  
Valid excuses for excused absences from school include:   
 
 Participation in a district or school approved activity or instructional program;   
 Illness, health condition or medical appointment (including, but not limited to, medical, counseling, 

dental or optometry) for the student or person for whom the student is legally responsible;   
 Family emergency including, but not limited to, a death or illness in the family;   
 Religious or cultural purpose including observance of a religious or cultural holiday or participation in 

religious or cultural instruction;   
 Court, judicial proceeding, or serving on a jury;   
 Post-secondary, technical school or apprenticeship program visitation, or scholarship interview;   
 Absences directly related to the student’s homeless status;   
 Absences related to deployment activities of a parent or legal guardian who is an active duty 

member consistent with RCW 28A.705.010;   
 Absences resulting from a disciplinary/corrective action (e.g., short-term or long-term suspension, 

emergency expulsion); principal (or designee) and parent, guardian, or emancipated youth mutually 
agreed upon approved activity. The school principal (or designee) has the authority to determine if 
an absence meets the above criteria for an excused absence;   

 Absences due to student safety concerns, including absences related to threats, assaults, or 
bullying; 

 Principal (or designee) and parent, guardian, or emancipated youth mutually agreed upon approved 
activity, consistent with district policy.  

 
Unexcused Daily Absences:  Any absence from school is unexcused unless it meets one of the 
criteria above for an excused absence.   
 
All scholars who have been absent 10 days or more (excuse or unexcused) will be required to 
attend an attendance conference/forum hosted by Ms. McPhee, Assistant Principal. 


