2021–22 RETURN TO CAMPUS:
FULL IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION
A Guide for Families
FE DE RA L WAY P U B LI C S C H O O L S

EACH SCHOLAR: A VOICE. A DREAM. A BRIGHT FUTURE.

2021–22 RETURN TO CAMPUS:

FULL IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION A GUIDE FOR FAMILIES
TABLE OF

CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION................................................................................................................. 3
Face Coverings............................................................................................................. 3
Physical Distancing....................................................................................................... 3
Hand Washing............................................................................................................... 4
Daily Health Screening................................................................................................. 4
Arrival and Dismissal.................................................................................................... 4
Passing Periods............................................................................................................. 4
Recess........................................................................................................................... 4
Shared Materials........................................................................................................... 4
Music (Choir, Band, etc.)............................................................................................... 5
PE....................................................................................................................................5
Setting My Scholar Up For Success.............................................................................. 5
Academic Tutoring and Well-Being............................................................................. 5
Visiting Campus............................................................................................................ 5
Transportation.............................................................................................................. 5
Meal Service................................................................................................................. 5
Athletics Overview........................................................................................................ 6
Cleaning and Disinfecting............................................................................................ 7
Ventilation..................................................................................................................... 7
Suspected COVID 19 Cases......................................................................................... 7
Staying Home When Sick............................................................................................. 7

Non-Discrimination Policy
Federal Way Public Schools
does not discriminate in any
programs or activities on the
basis of race, color, national
origin or ethnicity, religion,
creed, sex or gender, sexual
orientation, gender expression
or identity, age, marital or
family status, veteran or
military status, disability, or
the use of a trained guide dog
or service animal. The district
provides equal access to the
Boy Scouts of America and
other designated youth groups.

INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

A Note from Our Superintendent
Dear Federal Way Public Schools Families,
As we fully reopen schools this fall, our focus remains on supporting the
whole child: both their academic and social/emotional needs.
We care deeply about providing quality instruction and supporting the safety
of our students, staff and families. As you’ll see in the information that follows,
we have developed a plan for returning to in-person face-to-face instruction
that supports learning and follows the health and safety recommendations
provided by the Washington State Department of Health, the Office of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction, and Labor and Industries.
Scholars, families, and staff will follow these safety guidelines and routines as
we start the 2021-22 school year. This includes wearing a face mask regardless
of vaccination status, social distancing, following strict cleaning protocols, and
other health and safety strategies.
This guide was developed to ensure every scholar, family,
and staff member understands these important safety
measures as we launch the 2021-22 school year. Please
take the time to review this guide carefully to support a
safe return to school.
As always, we appreciate your partnership. Thank
you for helping to ensuring a safe and healthy
environment for our scholars to learn and our staff
to teach.

Sincerely,
Dr. Dani Pfeiffer
Superintendent
Federal Way Public Schools

For the 2021-2022 school year, schools must plan to provide full time
in-person education for all students following required mitigation measures.
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OUR STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS
In Federal Way Public Schools, everything we do is guided by our Strategic Plan. Our five goals continue to be our focus during these unique circumstances:

1

The Early Years:
BUILDING THE FOUNDATION
Every student scholar will enter kindergarten ready to learn with the social-emotional skills that
will propel each student to meet or exceed grade level standards in English Language Arts
(ELA) and Mathematics by the end of 3rd grade.
By 2024 80% of 3rd grade scholars will be meeting or exceeding grade-level standards in ELA.

2

Whole Child:
THRIVING, CONFIDENT,
RESPONSIBLE INDIVIDUALS
Every student scholar will be empowered and prepared to develop personal responsibility in order to
be positive, productive members of society.
By 2024 there will be no disproportionality evident in discipline data.
By 2024, 100% of scholars feel their school is safe and welcoming as measured by perception survey.

3

Active Learners:
ENGAGED, EMPOWERED
CRITICAL THINKERS
Every student scholar will be empowered with ownership of their education and be fully engaged
in becoming critical and creative thinkers.
By 2024, 100% of scholars are engaged and challenged as measured by perception survey.

4
5

Content-Area Competence:
MASTERY OF ALL SUBJECTS
Every student scholar will receive equitable opportunity for success, and will meet or exceed
standards of performance in all subjects by the end of each grade.
By 2024, 80% of 8th grade scholars will be meeting or exceeding grade-level standards in ELA.

Persistence To Graduation:
HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATION THROUGH
SUCCESSFUL TRANSITIONS
Every student scholar will successfully navigate the critical transitions in their schooling, and will
graduate from high school ready for college, career, and post-secondary experiences.
By 2024, 95% of the senior class will graduate on time.

4
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FACE COVERINGS
Scholars and staff, regardless of vaccination status, will continue to be required to wear masks while inside at
school, with the exception of those with a documented health condition that makes them unable to do so. The
use of face coverings/PPE will follow the Washington State Department of Health guidance. Every classroom will
be supplied with face masks, hand sanitizer, and sanitizing wipes. When scholars and staff are outdoors, face
mask coverings are not required, though they are recommended in crowded areas for those who are not fully vaccinated.

PHYSICAL DISTANCING
Washington State Department of Health guidelines recommend
physical distancing of 3 feet in classrooms to the extent
possible. Scholar seats will be arranged 3 feet apart at either
desks or tables as much as possible. When calling scholars
to a carpet area or small group table, physical distancing will
continue. When lining up to move from the classroom, scholars
will stand 3 feet apart. In congested or heavily trafficked
areas, physical distancing of 6 feet will be followed as much as
possible.

HAND WASHING
Handwashing will be an important part of
the school day.
• Scholars will wash their hands several times
throughout the day including:
• Arrival and dismissal
• After using the bathroom
• Before meals
• Every time after sneezing, coughing, or blowing one’s nose

DAILY HEALTH SCREENING
NOT REQUIRED
Washington State Department of Health
guidance does not require the practice of daily
health screenings to continue. Daily health
screening and attestation will not continue
during our fall reopening, though staff and
families should continue to monitor symptoms. Staff and
students who have symptoms should stay home and seek
medical evaluation, which may include testing for COVID.

• Handwashing routines will be taught
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ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL
We will continue to practice social distancing at arrival and dismissal. Following guidance from Washington Department of Health,
it is recommended that scholars keep 6 feet from one another when gathered in congested or common areas when possible. To
support this:
• Signage will remain in place on the ground to show where scholars should stand when lining up to enter the building
• Just as they did in the spring, scholars will continue to follow identified routes to their classrooms and/or group arrival area,
walking on the right side of the walkway
• At dismissal, scholars will follow identified routes to their bus, vehicle, or walking route
• At the elementary level, teachers will continue to escort scholars to their exits. While they are waiting to get on their bus or for
their parent to pick them up, scholars will stand on X’s that are 6 feet apart to maintain social distancing

PASSING PERIODS
• Elementary school scholars will be escorted when moving between locations, walking in a single file line on the
right side of the hall or walkway to maintain physical distancing
• At middle and high school, when scholars move between periods, social distancing of 6 feet will be maintained
as much as possible. Scholars will walk on the right side of the hall or walkway
• At schools with outdoor walkways/hallways, masks will be worn during all passing periods

6
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6 feet

RECESS
Elementary scholars will have recess in the 2021-22 school year!
Recess will be set up with zones that help scholars keep physical
distancing as much as possible. Scholars will have recess with
regular student groupings to reduce exposure to different people
as much as possible. Large recess spaces such as playgrounds
and fields will be divided into separate areas for assigned
play/activities. Scholars will be monitored to ensure physical
distancing during activities as much as possible. When scholars
are outside for recess, they are not required to wear masks, but it
is recommended when an area is crowded or congested.

SHARED MATERIALS
Scholars will have their own bagged individual school supplies and classroom materials; this will reduce
the sharing of materials in class.

MUSIC (CHOIR, BAND, ETC.)
Scholars in choir and band will continue to use 3-ply masks (choir) and appropriate instrument PPE (band). Scholars will maintain 6
feet social distancing as much as possible.

PE
Scholars will continue to wear masks indoors and maintain 6 feet of social distancing as much as possible. PE classes may be moved
outdoors, and PE teachers will reduce the use of shared equipment whenever possible to reduce the spread of the virus.

SETTING MY SCHOLAR UP FOR SUCCESS
Your child may experience feelings such as anxiety, fear, or uncertainty in returning to face-to-face instruction. These feelings are
normal. Some ways that you can support your child during this change:
• Ask your child how they are feeling and answer any questions they may have
• Continue to provide structure and predictability at home
• Acknowledge your child for attending, engaging, and learning at school and at home
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ACADEMIC TUTORING AND WELL-BEING
In Federal Way Public Schools, we are committed to each and every scholar’s academic and social-emotional learning needs. We
will be providing information to families about additional supports, such as tutoring and counseling services, to help our scholars
successfully transfer to face-to-face learning. Please be in communication with your scholar’s teacher and/or school so we can work
together to provide them what they need.

VISITING CAMPUS
All visitors must follow COVID safety protocols, maintaining
social distancing and wearing masks. Visitors will be required
to sign in upon entry of building.

TRANSPORTATION

SCHOOL

Transportation will be provided; the district
will continue to follow Department of Health
Guidelines for Transportation:
• Buses will be loaded to full capacity
• Window will be open one-third to maximize air flow
• Buses will be disinfected at end of day
• Mask will be worn at all times while on the bus

MEAL SERVICE
Breakfast and lunch will be served to all scholars enrolled in in-person face-to-face learning at no cost, regardless of free and
reduced eligibility status. In order to provide quick service and better allow for social distancing in line, entrée and side choices will
be reduced and scholars will not need to provide their ID numbers.
Breakfast:
• All schools will offer an entrée, two fruits, juice and milk
Lunch:
• Elementary will offer 1 to 2 entrée choices,
2 fruit/vegetable choices, juice, and milk
• Secondary will offer 5 entrée choices,
4 fruit/vegetable choices, juice, and milk
• Students will be seated to maintain physical distancing in
alignment with the Washington State Department of Health
guidelines and recommendations
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The following health and safety protocols
will be in place to keep scholars and staff safe:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hand sanitizer at start of meal line
Designated walking paths
Designated entry door and exit door when possible
Bag to place mask in while eating
Touch free garbage cans
Plexiglass at meal service locations
Social distancing at least 3 feet during mealtime
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ATHLETICS OVERVIEW

As we transition into full athletic activities for the 2021- 22 school year, FWPS will follow the recommendations from
the Washington State Department of Health. Our guidelines and protocols for athletics are aligned to Department of
Health and WIAA guidance. For more detailed information about safety protocols and mask requirements, please go to
the following link: https://www.fwps.org/site/default.aspx?PageID=566
We will continue to monitor the situation and make decisions based on guidance.
•

Middle school athletics will begin on September 1. Daily Health Screening will not be required. Physical distancing
will be required as much as is possible.   

•

High School athletics will start on August 18 (football) and August 23 (all other fall sports).

FEDERAL WAY PUBLIC SCHOOLS – 2021-22 ANTICIPATED SPORT SEASONS

High School Fall Season

Middle School Fall Season

*Cross Country

23-Aug

Boys Golf

23-Aug

*Cross Country

1-Sept

Boys Tennis

23-Aug

Girls Golf

23-Aug

Fastpitch

1-Sept

*Football

18-Aug

Volleyball

23-Aug

*Girls Swim/Dive

23-Aug

Girls Soccer

23-Aug

High School Winter Season
*Gymnastics

8-Nov

Girls
Basketball

15-Nov

*Wrestling

15-Nov

Boys
Basketball

15-Nov

*Boys Swim/Dive

15-Nov

Girls Bowling

1-Nov

High School Spring Season

*Football

1-Sept

Middle School Winter Season #1
*Wrestling

8-Nov

Girls Basketball

8-Nov

Middle School Winter Season #2
*Gymnastics

31-Jan

Boys Basketball

31-Jan

*Girls Track & Field

28-Feb

Baseball

28-Feb

*Boys Track & Field

28-Feb

Fastpitch

28-Feb

*Track

11-Apr

Girls Tennis

28-Feb

Boys Soccer

28-Feb

Baseball

11-Apr

Volleyball

11-Apr

Year Round
Cheer

Middle School Spring Season

Dance
* = no cut sport

* = no cut sport

2021 – 22 middle school and high school schedules and detailed information are posted on the FWPS Athletics page.
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CLEANING AND DISINFECTING
Following Washington State Department of Health guidelines, locations will be cleaned daily. Soap and water will
be used to clean classrooms nightly. Soap and water mixtures will also be provided for classrooms to be used if
groups of students are moving from one area to another in shifts. Between periods, desks will be sprayed with
the soap/water mixture and wiped down. High touch point areas and bathrooms will be fully disinfected every
night and as needed during the day.
Only approved cleaning products and disinfectants will be used. Parents, teachers, and staff should not supply disinfectant and
sanitizers. Outdoor areas do not require disinfection. Recess equipment will be cleaned and disinfected if contaminated with blood,
feces, or vomit.

VENTILATION
The district will continue to use the same guidelines, standards and practices that were established for
hybrid learning, taking precautionary measures relating to ventilation and air filtration based upon guidance
from the Washington State Department of Health. These measures support the reduction of spread from
one area to another:
• Use of high-quality, tight-fitting, progressive air filters that works better than standard filters.
• Filters will continue to be changed following manufacturer’s recommendations.
• Air filters have the highest Minimum Efficiency Reporting Value (MERV) that the HVAC system can handle without restricting airflow.
• Air purifiers with HEPA filters purchased to increase air exchange rates.
• Air exchanged at a minimum of 5 times per hour.
• Increase the airflow of fresh air in all buildings from 10% to between 15% and 20% following recommendations by the EPA to
increase the amount of fresh air.
• If windows are operable, they can be opened to allow additional fresh air if weather conditions are permissible.

10
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Suspected COVID 19 Cases
When there is a potential or suspected case of COVID-19, staff will follow protocols determined by the
Washington State Department of Health (DOH):
• If a scholar develops symptoms while on site, they will be separated from others immediately and
walked to a designated area
• School staff will contact parent or guardian to pick up scholar
• Exposed areas will be cleaned and disinfected per DOH guidelines
• Staff will follow DOH contact tracing protocols as appropriate

STAYING HOME WHEN SICK
Parents/guardians and staff members are asked to monitor for symptoms. Scholars and staff members will stay home when potential
COVID-19 symptoms are present. If your child is showing symptoms, it is recommended that you take them to be tested for COVID-19.
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