
TITAN FAMILY
NEWSLETTER
For the Week of October 12, 2020

Dear TBHS Titan Scholars and Families,
THANK YOU
We appreciated your attendance at last week's Open House for 2020-2021! It was an honor to proudly
share the work of our school and our district and what we've done to prepare for remote learning, even
as we face this pandemic head-on. For example, our district has delivered almost 850,000 meals since
the COVID19 closure, school supplies at no cost to families, more than 11,000 laptops and 1700
Hotspots provided to scholars, and a School To You program that allows for bus drivers to deliver
supplies and curriculum materials to bus stops district-wide.

Additionally, a reminder that I will be meeting with you 2x per month (in principal and family zooms)
and sending you weekly newsletters (like this) that are �lled with important information regarding how
we move forward as a school. The next Parent/Guardian Zoom is scheduled for October 21. Here is
the link:

You are invited to a Zoom webinar.
When: Oct 21, 2020 06:00 PM Paci�c Time (US and Canada)
Topic: TBHS Titan Family Zoom

https://fwps.zoom.us/j/93151250288

SCHOOL SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS DISTRIBUTION
Federal Way Public Schools has begun the methodical distribution of textbooks, calculators, and
school supplies---all free of charge due to the challenges posed by this pandemic. You would have
already received phone calls and emails related to this distribution, which is being deployed through
the concerted efforts of our school staff and transportation bus drivers! Be on the lookout for
information on dates, times, and bus stops as each week a new delivery of various supplies are
planned speci�c to content areas like PE or Math, for example. Bus routes and delivery times can be
found at: https://www.fwps.org/schooltoyou.

This is a de�nite point of pride for our school and district! Did you know that we are one of only a
handful of districts that has coordinated this massive distribution effort? Supplies and curriculum are
aligned with �rst quarter classes.

STANDARDS BASED GRADING AND REPORTING

https://fwps.zoom.us/j/93151250288
https://www.fwps.org/schooltoyou


As you know, grades provide feedback to scholars about their progress and achievement. Researchers
Thomas Gusky and LeeAnn Jung write that "teachers at every level must be able to defend the grades
they assign and must have evidence to support their decisions." Our district also believes that a
scholar's performance assessments together with a teacher's professional judgment are the basis for
standards-based grading. Scholars must master the standards for the class, therefore it is essential
that there is two-way communication between the teacher, student, and family on how mastery can
be achieved over time. This year, our district is rolling out an additional .5 in its grading points system:
1.5, 2.5, 3.5 for example.

1. What are IEs? Occasionally, scholars are not able to provide su�cient evidence of mastery. This
year's report card will have "IE" to signify "Insu�cient Evidence" as a result of the scholar's
inability to prove mastery. This may be due to assignments currently missing that may not have
been calculated in the grade at this time.

2. It is important the scholars and parents/guardians drill down into the gradebook to determine
how many assignments may be missing as the �nal grade may or may not be impacted due to
missing or incomplete assignments.

TIGHTER ZOOM PROTOCOLS ESTABLISHED
You may have already heard a few of our district-wide challenges posed by teaching remotely. It's a
brave new world out there! The initial days of school found scholars in different virtual classrooms,
causing brief interruptions in which teachers have had to remove a student posing as another
student. As a result, our district and school have imposed even tighter Zoom protocols requiring
scholars to enter classrooms using their full names and revealing their face to ensure they are actually
enrolled in the class. Scholars are being asked to keep their cameras "on" (if they have a working
laptop/phone camera). If this is a hardship, scholars and teachers are to discuss and mutually work
on a solution.

TITAN TWITTER PAGE: @TBTitans
Won't you join us? The OFFICIAL Todd Beamer High School Facebook and Twitter pages are below.
Sign up!! We'd love to build our numbers up to ensure everyone is "in the know".

All the best,
Ms. Anali Weatherhead
Proud TBHS Principal

Facebook @TBTitans

Todd Beamer High School

Don't be in the dark! Stay connected! Join us on Facebook and
Twitter!

35999 16th Avenue South, Fede… aweather@fwps.org

253.945.2570 schools.fwps.org/tbhs

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Todd-Beamer-High-School/108372715854327
http://www.twitter.com/@TBTitans
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http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=35999%2016th%20Avenue%20South%2C%20Federal%20Way%2C%20WA%2C%20USA&hl=en
mailto:aweather@fwps.org
tel:253.945.2570
https://schools.fwps.org/tbhs


Our Titan Crest The O�ce Ladies Can't wait for Cheer to
begin!

WHY ATTENDANCE MATTERS NOW MORE THAN EVER
1. Scholars should not miss more than 9 days of school each year in order to stay engaged,

successful, and on track to graduation.
2. By 9th grade, regular and high attendance is a better predictor of graduation rates than 8th

grade test scores.
3. Missing 10%, or 18 days out of the school year can drastically affect a scholar's academic

success.
4. Attendance is an important life skill that will help your child graduate from college and keep a job.

This is from "Attendance Works"--Advancing Student Success by Reducing Chronic Absences.
www.attendanceworks.org

College and Career Center
We are here to support you in your college and career plans.

College visits are happening virtually!
Visit our webiste for dates and times:
https://www.fwps.org/domain/2445#calendar20490/20201012/month

SENIORS! You can use �nancial aid at trade schools, 2-year colleges, 4-year universities, and even
some apprenticeship programs! Apply early for priority consideration!
Apply Now for 2021-22 Financial Aid
With all the uncertainty caused by COVID-19, education after high school is more important than ever.
Filing a �nancial aid application gives you more options for the future.
In Washington, there are two ways to apply for �nancial aid:

U.S. citizens and eligible non-citizens apply with the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student
Aid).
People who can't �le the FAFSA—due to immigration status, defaulted federal loans, or other
issues with federal aid—can apply for state aid with the WASFA (Washington Application for
State Financial Aid).

Completing a FAFSA or WASFA �nancial aid application is a crucial �rst step toward college and career
training. Many families assume they won’t qualify for aid, but there’s more help available than ever
before—the only way to know for sure if you’ll qualify is to apply.
Learn more, get support, and apply for �nancial aid at wsac.wa.gov/apply.
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Questions: contact Ms. Nicole at ncollopy@fwps.org

Titan Athletics
SCHOLAR ATHLETICS

Any Scholar interested in athletics should go to our Todd Beamer Website and scroll down to
athletics and email the coach of the program they are interested in.

Reminder: physicals are good for two years. If their physical expires during their season, they
should schedule an appointment for an updated physical now!

Rank One is up and running. Although we are not yet ready for Athletics to begin, you can begin
completing the necessary paperwork so when we are able to offer them you will be ready! Be sure to
go online and complete all of your eligibility forms. Reminder: physicals are good for two years. If yours
will run out during your season you should schedule an appointment for an updated physical now!

Contact our Athletic Director - Rick Phillips for any additional questions rphillips@fwps.org

SAVE THE DATES
October 21----Family (parents and guardians) Feedback and Listening ZOOM Session
November 5, 6---Scholar Led Conferences

USDA Farmers to Families Food Boxes

We are excited to announce our partnership with Sysco to distribute USDA farm boxes to families in
our district! The free fresh food boxes are available while supplies last. For locations and times go to:
https://www.fwps.org/FarmBoxes

mailto:ncollopy@fwps.org
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DISCOVER U

Discover U 2020

FWPS scholars explore college and career interests during DiscoverU week
Federal Way, Wash.  – Federal Way Public Schools scholars will participate in a week of college and
career activities, called DiscoverU, from Oct. 12-16.
Scholars will engage in activities that help them explore their career interests. They will also learn
about the education and skills needed to reach their career goals.
This year’s themes are:

Discover Local Jobs (Monday)
Lead your Community (Tuesday)
Classroom to Career (Wednesday)
College Gear Day (Thursday)



Flash Forward Friday (Friday)
School and community partners lead career and college exploration activities from educators sharing
their own education or career paths, to representatives from colleges, trade schools and other
organizations discussing career opportunities in our region.
This is in direct support of district strategic plan Goal 5, Persistence to Graduation: High School
Graduation through Successful Transitions, with every scholar successfully navigate the critical
transitions in their schooling, and will graduate from high school ready for college, career, and
postsecondary experiences.

On Wed., Oct. 28, the Life After High School Virtual College and Career Fair will be held. There will be
two afternoon sessions from 1:30-3:30 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. The fair offers opportunities for student
scholars to explore options for life after high school including college, apprenticeship, military, and
attend �nancial aid workshops.


