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Dear Lakeland Families, 

 

Wow, what a wonderful start to the 2018-2019 school year! We had a great turnout at our Lakeland 

Back-to-School BBQ. Staff enjoyed meeting with their scholars and families! I have also enjoyed 

visiting classrooms alongside our assistant principal, Julie McBride and seeing all of our amazing 

scholars highly engaged in learning. We are excited to announce that we are starting our third year of 

implementing PBIS at Lakeland! What is PBIS? PBIS stands for Positive Behavioral Interventions and 

Supports. PBIS is a framework that helps guide the implementation of behavioral practices that 

support scholars’ success at school. This year at Lakeland, we are continuing to put the PBIS 

framework into practice. We’ve established behavioral expectations for all common areas of the school 

based on our three school rules: Be Safe, Be Kind, and Be Productive. These school rules are also known 

as “Bobcat Best.” This month, Lakeland staff spent time teaching behavioral expectations, and will 

continue to review them as needed. Scholars who demonstrate the expected behaviors may be 

recognized by any Lakeland staff member with a Bobcat Best Ticket, and be eligible for weekly and 

monthly prize drawings. Scholars also have the opportunity to earn their Self-Manager Badge by 

consistently demonstrating safe, kind, and productive behavior. Implementing PBIS is a multi-year 

endeavor, and we are in our third full year of this work. We are excited about the positive scholar 

behavior we are seeing in our Lakeland Community and look forward to continuing to make Lakeland a 

safe, kind, and productive place for everyone!  

 

Thank you for all you do to make sure your scholar is ready to learn every day. As always, we are 

committed to the success of all scholars and believe partnering with families makes all of the 

difference. Our first “Coffee with Families” will be on September 21st  at 8:45 am in the Lakeland 

Family Center. This is an informal time for families to learn about upcoming events and keep updated 

with what is happening at Lakeland. Coffee with Families will be hosted by our family liaison, Shawnte’ 

Oliver. She is extremely excited to meet and start a wonderful partnership with all of our families. In 

the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact her directly if you have any questions. She can be 

reached at 253-945-3038. In addition, your scholar’s teacher is always looking forward to answering 

questions as well!  

 

Open House is Thursday, September 20th  from 5:00-6:30! Please come and spend time in your 

scholar’s classroom to learn more about curriculum and resources, standards for your scholar’s grade 

level, assessments, classroom routines and expectations, and PBIS. We are excited about this event 

and we hope to see everyone there!  

 

Proud to be a Bobcat,  

 

Ra’Jeanna Conerly, Principal  



Dates to Remember 

 

September 25 Picture Day 

 

October 12  No School 

 

October 17  Early Release, 1:35 p.m. 

 

October 21  Coffee With Families 

   8:45-9:45 

 

October 31  Early Release, 1:35 p.m. 

 

November 8 & 9 Student Led Conferences 

 

November 12  No School, Veteran's Day 

 

November 21  Early Release, Time TBA 

 

November 22 & 23 Thanksgiving, No School 

 

November 28  Early Release, 1:35 p.m. 

Parents: Have you updated your emergency 

information in ParentVue?  

 

Parents are now responsible for updating their 

contact information and their emergency 

contacts in ParentVue. THE FEDERAL WAY 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO LONGER USES THE 

YELLOW EMERGENCY CARDS.  

 

It is critical that the office has the most up-to

-date information in the database. Without up-

to-date information we may not have the 

correct contact information on file for you. 

Please take a minute to review your phone 

numbers and your emergency contacts.  

 

Need help accessing ParentVue? Please call the 

school office 253-945-3000. We are happy to 

assist you!  

PBIS at Lakeland 

We are off to a Bobcat Best start here at 

Lakeland!  Our goal is for all Lakeland scholars 

to be their Bobcat Best—Safe, Kind, and 

Productive—each day.  On the first day of 

school, all scholars learned the behavior 

expectations for our common areas, and 

teachers have been reviewing and reinforcing 

our school-wide, as well as their classroom, 

expectations daily.  On Friday we had our 

first Bobcat Ticket Friday and were delighted 

that Lakeland scholars have already earned 

1,574 Bobcat Tickets the first two weeks of 

school for their safe, kind, and productive 

behavior.  Wow!  On Monday, our Self-

Manager program began, so scholars can start 

earning their Self-Manager Badge.  If you 

haven't already done so, please review our 

PBIS handbook that came home in your 

scholar's Thursday folder.  Thank you for 

encouraging your scholar to be their Bobcat 

Best every day! 

FERPA Information  

 
Federal law requires schools inform parents that some of 

their child’s information, called “Directory Information,” 

might be used for certain school-related purposes. Parents 

and guardians may tell schools not to release this information. 

This is part of a law called The Family Educational Rights and 

Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA). 

 

We ask parents to think carefully before restricting this 

information. Unfortunately, by restricting your child’s 

directory information for school publications, your student’s 

name and photo cannot be included in student annuals and 

yearbooks. He or she will not be able to be part of classroom, 

team or club photos which are intended to be published in 

yearbooks.  

 

If you say “no” to providing contact information to outside 

organizations, your child’s name, address and phone number/s 

will not be provided to non-district organizations, including: 

graduation supplies companies; colleges; or military recruiters; 

and, after graduation, school reunion committees. Publishing 

photos of your child in district publications and websites, or in 

the news media, is one of things you can restrict, if you wish. 
 



 

September is Attendance Awareness Month...Did you know that scholars who attend school 

regularly are more likely to graduate and find good jobs? 

 

Parents please note the following important information regarding excused and unexcused absences:  

 

 Pre-planned absences of more than two days require prior notice in writing and approval by an 

administrator at least three days prior to the absences. Requesting make-up work from the 

scholar’s teacher at least three days in advance, and following established timelines to return the 

completed work, is the best way to ensure the scholar does not fall behind. Elementary level 

prearranged absences must be requested using the Elementary Prearranged Absence Form, 

available at every elementary school and online. Please work directly with the school office to 

ensure the scholar’s absence is recorded correctly and requests are submitted according to 

district procedure.  

 For pre-planned absences extending to or beyond 20 days, scholars and/or parent/guardians are 

required to make an appointment with an administrator at the school prior to the absences 

occurring. A scholar with 20 or more consecutive days of absences may be withdrawn from the 

school and may not be able to be placed back in the class or even the school in which they were 

previously enrolled. Please talk with your school administrator, if you have additional questions or 

circumstances.  

 

Please try to schedule extended trips during scheduled school vacation periods (summer, winter, 

mid-winter and spring breaks.)  
 

Valid excuses for excused absences from school include:  

 Participation in a district or school approved activity or instructional program;  

 Illness, health condition or medical appointment (including, but not limited to, medical, counseling, 

dental or optometry) for the student or person for whom the student is legally responsible;  

 Family emergency including, but not limited to, a death or illness in the family;  

 Religious or cultural purpose including observance of a religious or cultural holiday or participation 

in religious or cultural instruction;  

 Court, judicial proceeding, or serving on a jury;  

 Post-secondary, technical school or apprenticeship program visitation, or scholarship interview;  

 Absences directly related to the student’s homeless status;  

 Absences related to deployment activities of a parent or legal guardian who is an active duty 

member consistent with RCW 28A.705.010;  

 Absences resulting from a disciplinary/corrective action (e.g., short-term or long-term suspension, 

emergency expulsion); principal (or designee) and parent, guardian, or emancipated youth mutually 

agreed upon approved activity. The school principal (or designee) has the authority to determine if 

an absence meets the above criteria for an excused absence;  

 Absences due to student safety concerns, including absences related to threats, assaults, or 

bullying; 

 Principal (or designee) and parent, guardian, or emancipated youth mutually agreed upon approved 

activity, consistent with district policy. 
Unexcused Daily Absences: Any absence from school is unexcused unless it meets one of the criteria above 

for an excused absence.  



Meet Lakeland’s Newest Staff Members! 
 

My name is Kelly Sutton and I’m a second grade teacher. I graduated from Western Washington University and this is my 

eighth year in education! This is my fifth year as a second grade teacher. I LOVE second grade! I personally think it’s THE 

BEST grade level. 

 

My name is Jacob Fossing and I am the new music teacher at Lakeland! I come from the Twin Cities in Minnesota and 

recently moved to the Federal Way area. This will be my second year teaching, and I am excited to help scholars develop a 

love for music while learning some new skills along the way! 

 

Hi, I’m Kara Maphosa. I have taught first and second grade in Federal Way for 16 years. I am excited to be at Lakeland as 

your Literacy Development Teacher! I enjoy spending time with my family and look forward to building relationships with 

Lakeland families! 

 

My name is Nicki Robinson and I teach 5th grade. I moved to Washington in August and so far I am loving the state and my 

new Lakeland family! I graduated from both Texas Southern University and The University of Texas in Arlington. This is my 

11th year of teaching, but my first year teaching 5th grade. So far my favorite part of teaching 5th has been the rich, 

thought provoking academic discussions I’ve been having with my scholars! 

 

My name is Marina Kondratyeva and I teach first grade. I love drinking tea and spending time with family and friends. I 

graduated from Central Washington University this year; however, I have worked in other school districts for the past 4 

years. I'm so excited to join the Lakeland family this year!  

 

My name is Nikky Rathbun and I am very excited to be teaching third grade! My family ties to Lakeland are quite strong- my 

sisters were both Bobcats, my mom is a Lakeland teacher, and my daughter is in 5th grade! I  am very fortunate to be working 

with such a caring community that strives to put the needs of our students first. I love learning each day with my students 

and being an active participant in building a welcoming community.  

 

My name is Samantha Scown and I teach fifth grade.  I left a career as a lawyer to become a teacher.  This is my first year 

teaching, and I am so excited to join the Lakeland family! 

 

Hi, I am Maggie Beeson, I am the interventionist this year. Previously I have taught 3rd and 4th grade with Federal Way 

Public Schools. I got my teaching certificate and degree in Psychology at Western Washington University. I am very excited 

to be supporting the staff and scholars this year at Lakeland. 

 

My name is Deonka Ceaser and I am the Speech Pathologist here at Lakeland Elementary. I was born and raised in New 

Orleans, LA and moved to Houston, TX following hurricane Katrina. I attended college at Baylor University and was a member 

of the Acrobatics and Tumbling team for all 4 of my undergraduate years. This is my 4th year as a speech therapist and my 

first year as a speech therapist in Washington (I’ve only lived here for a month). I am thrilled to be given the opportunity to 

work with my new Lakeland family. 

 

Hi! I am Alma DeSantos, this is my first year teaching and I am so excited to be part of the Lakeland community! I was out 

of state for the last few years and am so happy to finally be back to my home state and share new experiences in this 

community! 

 

My name is Tanya Contreras and I’m a school psychologist. I was born in Mexico and I have one younger sister. I like to swim, 

hike, read fiction and take long walks at the park. I live with my husband, mother, daughter and two little pugs. 

 

Hi! My name is Quyen Elmore and I am so excited for my first year here at Lakeland.  I am beginning my 15th year of 

teaching after taking a four year break to raise my son, but this is my very first time ever teaching kindergarten!  I am so 

excited to be back in the classroom, and to have the opportunity to pour into the precious lives of our future! 
 

 

 

 

 



Reminders… 
 

Please Call Us! It is district policy to account for all absent students each day. Please call the  

Lakeland office at 253-945-3002 to report an absence or late arrival or email us at 

jwieser@fwps.org. We need to know how many lunches to order each day, so it is helpful to know 

whether to include your child or not. Also, a safety call will be made for each absent student that we 

have not received a phone call from a parent/guardian.  

 

What’s the perfect time to arrive at school? Our school hours are 8:35 A.M. to 3:05 P.M. We  

request that students arrive no earlier than 8:15 A.M. There are no staff members to provide 

supervision at that time. If your child is having breakfast at school, breakfast is served from 8:15– 

8:35 AM.  

 

Student Messages: We often receive requests to give students messages in class. When we do this, 

it interrupts the entire class. Lakeland’s office helper delivers messages once a day at 2:50 p.m. If 

you need to make changes to your child’s going home plan, please call the office by 2:45 p.m. 

 

Lunchroom Reminders: Children love to share or trade part of their lunches with others. However, 

many of our students have allergies, or parents may not want them to eat something they did not send. 

Students also feel that sometimes there are “Bad Trades” and then they are not happy with what 

they received. Please remind them to eat what they have brought and not share or trade. If your child 

is purchasing lunch, remind them that they need to take what they order in the morning. We 

sometimes run out of items when a child sees something they want and change their minds. This leaves 

someone else without. Also remember that students should not bring glass bottles to school. Thank 

you for your help!  

 

Don’t forget to fill out a new Free and Reduced Lunch application. If your child qualified last year, 

the application expires on October 1, 2018. You can apply online on the district website www.fwps.org 

or get a paper application in the office.  

 

Visitors, Please Sign-In. For the safety of all our students, please stop by the office each time you 

are on campus and sign in and get a visitor or volunteer badge/sticker. If you plan on volunteering this 

year, or chaperoning a field trip, you must have an approved Washington State Patrol background 

check on file. Applications are available in the office. 

 

 

 

.  

 

 

 

 


