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Dear Lakeland Families: 
 

Wow, what a wonderful start to the 2017-2018 school year! We had a great turnout at our Lakeland 

Back-to-School BBQ. Staff enjoyed meeting with their scholars and families! I have also enjoyed 

visiting classrooms alongside our assistant principal, Julie McBride and seeing all of our amazing 

scholars highly engaged in learning. We are excited to announce that we are starting our second year 

of implementing PBIS at Lakeland! What is PBIS? PBIS stands for Positive Behavioral Interventions 

and Supports. PBIS is a framework that helps guide the implementation of behavioral practices that 

support scholars’ success at school. This year at Lakeland, we are continuing to put the PBIS 

framework into practice. We’ve established behavioral expectations for all common areas of the school 

based on our three school rules: Be Safe, Be Kind, and Be Productive. These school rules are also 

known as “Bobcat Best.”  This month, Lakeland staff spent time teaching behavioral expectations, and 

will continue to review them as needed. Scholars who demonstrate the expected behaviors may be 

recognized by any Lakeland staff member with a Bobcat Best Ticket, and be eligible for weekly and 

monthly prize drawings.  Scholars also have the opportunity to earn their Self-Manager Badge by 

consistently demonstrating safe, kind, and productive behavior. Implementing PBIS is a multi-year 

endeavor, and we are in our second full year of this work.  We are excited about the positive scholar 

behavior we are seeing in our Lakeland Community and look forward to continuing to make Lakeland a 

safe, kind, and productive place for everyone!   

 

Thank you for all you do to make sure your scholar is ready to learn every day. As always, we are 

committed to the success of all scholars and believe partnering with families makes all of the 

difference. Our first “Coffee with Families” will be on October 6th at 8:45 am in the Lakeland Family 

Center. This is an informal time for families to learn about upcoming events and keep updated with 

what is happening at Lakeland. Coffee with Families will be hosted by our new family liaison, Shawnte’ 

Oliver. She is extremely excited to meet and start a wonderful partnership with all of our families. In 

the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact her directly if you have any questions. She can be 

reached at 253-945-3038. In addition, your scholar’s teacher is always looking forward to answering 

questions as well!    

 

This year at Lakeland, we will have a Curriculum Night on Thursday, September 28th from 5:00-7:00! 

This is a time for families to join us for ice cream and spend time in your scholar’s classroom to learn 

more about curriculum and resources, standards for your scholar’s grade level, assessments, classroom 

routines and expectations, and PBIS. We are excited about this event and we hope to see everyone 

there!                

                               

Proud to be a Bobcat,    

Ra’Jeanna Conerly, Principal 



Dates To Remember   

 
September 21  PTA Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

 

September 26  Picture Day 

 

September 28  Curriculum Night, 5-7 pm 

 

September 29  Walk-A-Thon 

 

October 4  Early Release, 1:35 pm 

 

October 6  Coffee With Families 

   8:45-9:45 am 

 

October 9-12  Food & Clothing Drive 

 

October 13  No School 

   Teacher In-Service 

 

October 18  Early Release, 1:35 pm 

 

October 20  PTA Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

   @ Skate Night 

   Skate Night, Pattison’s  

   West, 5-7 pm 

   Panda Express Takeover 

 

October 27  Trunk-or-Treat, 5:30 pm 

   (5th Grade Bake Sale) 

 Parents: Have you updated your emergency 

information in ParentVue? 

 

Parents are now responsible for updating their 

contact information and their emergency contacts 

in ParentVue.  THE FEDERAL WAY SCHOOL 

DISTRICT NO LONGER USES THE YELLOW 

EMERGENCY CARDS. 

 

It is critical that the office has the most up-to-

date information in the database. Without up-to-

date information we may not have the correct 

contact information on file for you. Please take a 

minute to review your phone numbers and your 

emergency contacts.  

 

Need help accessing ParentVue? Please call the 

school office 253-945-3000. We are happy to 

assist you!  

Welcome New Staff! 

 
My name is Brianna Deling and this is my 4th year 

teaching kindergarten. I have also taught preschool for 

many years. This is my first year teaching at Lakeland, 

but I attended Lakeland when I was in kindergarten-6th 

grade.  

 

I’m Marcy Bayne and I was born and raised in the 

Federal Way/Auburn area. In June, I graduated with a 

BA in Education with an endorsement in Literacy from 

Central Washington University, Pierce campus. I am 

excited to join the Lakeland Family and work with the 

fourth grade team this year!  

Hello, I’m Mel Frank. Besides having two first names, I 

have taught for six years on the White Mountain 

Apache Tribe in Northeastern Arizona.  I taught 2nd 

grade for three years, 3rd grade for two years, and 6th 

grade for a year.   While teaching I had the pleasure of 

coaching elementary basketball, and junior and high 

school football.  I’m excited to be back in the 

classroom and thrilled to be at Lakeland! When I’m not 

at Lakeland or working on lesson plans, I am hanging out 

with my wife, Tara, and my son, Tripp.  Let’s make it a 

great year!!!! GO BOBCATS!!!! 

 

Early Release Days 

 

Lakeland will have 13 early release days this 

year. Our next early release day is Wednesday, 

October 4th at 1:35 p.m. Lunch will be served.  

Busses will be running.  

 

Early release days: 

 

September 20  October 4 

October 18   November 1 

November 22 —Time TBA December 6 

January 10   February 14 

March 14   March 28 

April 11   April 25 

May 16   June 6 



Meet our newest staff members! 

 
My name is  Shawnte’ Oliver and I am Lakeland’s new Family Liaison. I am very excited to begin this journey with 

you, and I am here to support you in any way that I can! My main goal is to work with you so that we can reach 

the key to your scholar’s success. I will be glad to assist you with any questions or concerns that you may have 

along the way. I am located in the Family Center next to our kindergarten wing, so please stop by and say hello. I 

look forward to working with you.  

 

My name is Sasha Bordell and I teach second grade. I moved to Washington in June and I am excited to join the 

Lakeland family. I graduated from the University of Utah. This is my fourth year of teaching! Teaching is a 

passion and I love what I do.  

 

Hi, I’m Courtney Wilson. I came from Faribault, Minnesota to teach grade 3 at Lakeland. I love to travel and try 

to go somewhere new every summer. I live with my cat, Boo. I love teaching at Lakeland. 

 

My name is Tabetha Friz and this is my first year at Lakeland! I am beginning my 6th year of teaching but this is 

my first time ever teaching 4th grade.  My favorite part of teaching is getting to know our scholars and working 

with them to grow and discover new things.   

 

Hello! I’m Stephanie Cummins and I teach kindergarten. This is my 4th year in education. I have taught a variety 

of grades. I am currently in the process of taking courses to become a principal. I have loved each part of my 

journey.  After high school I went to college to play soccer where I received my undergraduate degree. I then 

played semi-professional soccer for two years before I headed to Spokane to attend Gonzaga University to get 

a master’s degree. I have two labs who are my babies. I love spending time with my family, working out, and 

watching football. 

 

My name is Donni Cimmery and this is my first year at Lakeland Elementary! I grew up in Des Moines, WA but 

moved to Bellingham, WA to attend Western Washington University. After graduation, I subbed in the 

Bellingham School District for some time, and now I am happy to be home! I love to listen to music, be outdoors, 

watch college football, and to spend time with my family and friends. I'm so happy to be at Lakeland and can't 

wait for a great year!  

 
By way of introduction, my name is Dr. Rudy Lorber. This is my first year in the Federal Way School District and 
I am still learning my way around.  I am a Neuropsychologist and licensed Clinical Psychologist.  I also have 
National Board Certification as a Behavioral Psychologist, School Neuropsychologist, and Certified Threat 
Manager.  Although I have not worked in schools for very long, I have worked with school districts in different 
parts of the country for over 30 years evaluating and assisting children and adolescents with a wide range of 
neurological, cognitive, emotional, and behavioral challenges.  I will typically be at Lakeland on Mondays and 
Tuesdays.  Except when I am in the middle of testing, I am always available for questions regarding students and 
to provide assistance with your concerns.  Please feel free to stop in for any reason when I am here.  My other 
building is Sunnycrest Elementary and I can be reached there as well. 
 

Hello all! My name is Lauren Cannon and I am your 2017-2018 Speech Language Pathologist. I just moved to 

Washington and come to you from Texas where I completed my master’s degree at Our Lady of the Lake 

University. I am so excited to be at Lakeland Elementary to work with your scholar this year! 

 

Hello! My name is Brooke Perry and this is my eighth year in education. Prior to becoming Lakeland’s 

Instructional Coach, I worked for Kent School District teaching 4th – 6th grades and as a literacy specialist. 

When not working, I spend my time running, trying new foods, and reading as much as I can. My husband, Matt 

and I spend our weekends with our two cats, Barbara and Judy, rooting for the WSU Cougars and the 

Seahawks.   



Attendance Matters! 

 

Parents please note the following important information regarding excused and unexcused absences: 

 

 Pre-planned absences of more than two days require prior notice in writing and approval by an 

administrator at least three days prior to the absences. Requesting make-up work from the 

scholar’s teacher at least three days in advance, and following established timelines to return the 

completed work, is the best way to ensure the scholar does not fall behind. Elementary level 

prearranged absences must be requested using the Elementary Prearranged Absence Form, 

available at every elementary school and online. Please work directly with the school office to 

ensure the scholar’s absence is recorded correctly and requests are submitted according to 

district procedure. 

 

 For pre-planned absences extending to or beyond 20 days, scholars and/or parent/guardians are 

required to make an appointment with an administrator at the school prior to the absences 

occurring. A scholar with 20 or more consecutive days of absences may be withdrawn from the 

school and may not be able to be placed back in the class or even the school in which they were 

previously enrolled. Please talk with your school administrator, if you have additional questions or 

circumstances. 

 

 Please try to schedule extended trips during scheduled school vacation periods (summer, 

winter, mid-winter and spring breaks.) 

 
Excused Daily Absences 

Valid excuses for absences from school include: 

 Participation in a district or school approved activity or instructional program; 

 Illness, health condition or medical appointment (including, but not limited to, medical, counseling, 

dental or optometry) for the student or person for whom the student is legally responsible; 

 Family emergency including, but not limited to, a death or illness in the family; 

 Religious or cultural purpose including observance of a religious or cultural holiday or participation 

in religious or cultural instruction; 

 Court, judicial proceeding, or serving on a jury; 

 Post-secondary, technical school or apprenticeship program visitation, or scholarship interview; 

 Absences directly related to the student’s homeless status; 

 Absences related to deployment activities of a parent or legal guardian who is an active duty 

member consistent with RCW 28A.705.010; 

 Absences resulting from a disciplinary/corrective action (e.g., short-term or long-term suspension, 

emergency expulsion); principal (or designee) and parent, guardian, or emancipated youth mutually 

agreed upon approved activity. The school principal (or designee) has the authority to determine if 

an absence meets the above criteria for an excused absence. 
 

Unexcused Daily Absences:  Any absence from school is unexcused unless it meets one of the criteria 

above for an excused absence. 

  


