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Dear Lakeland Families,   
 

State Assessments Scheduled for April and May 
 
You’ve heard the phrase, “Testing, 1, 2, 3”? That could be the theme at Lakeland Elementary and at 
other schools across the district during the testing months. The table below shows the state tests 
that are planned for grades 3rd, 4th, and 5th during the next two months. These assessments will be 
used—along with classroom assignments, observations and tests—to help teachers measure student 
progress toward meeting state and district standards.  
 

 
 

How can I help my child prepare for these tests? 
 

For any testing situation at school, parents can encourage scholars to stay calm and do their best. A 
good night’s rest and a hearty breakfast provide energy and alertness. Please do not schedule 
any appointments that might take scholars out of school during testing times.  
 
The good news is, your work in helping your scholar meet grade level reading and math expectations 
is an on-going effort, and we encourage you to keep it up. Parents offer this support all year long by: 
(1) setting aside a 20-30 minute reading time with their scholar each day; (2) helping scholars 
practice skills identified at Student-Led Conferences; (3) reviewing completed or corrected 
homework with their scholar and (4) keeping in touch with the teacher regarding their child’s 
progress. 
 
Let us continue our work together to help ALL scholars achieve their highest 
potential! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ra’Jeanna Conerly – Principal  
 

Which Test? Who will take the test? When & how long is this test? 

SBA (Smarter Balance 
Assessment) 
(A test to measure how students are 
performing on common core standards.) 

All 3rd grade students are 
tested in Reading and 
Math. 

All 4th grade students are 
tested in Reading, Math & 
Writing. 

All 5th grade students are 
tested in Reading and 
Math – they will take 
Science MSP. 

The test is not timed, but each sub-
test must be completed within one 
school day. 
  
3rd grade testing:  4/18, 4/24, 
4/25, 5/2, 5/10, 5/11, 6/1 
4th grade testing:  4/19, 5/3, 5/4, 
5/16, 5/31 
5th grade testing:  4/27, 5/8, 5/9, 
5/15, 5/23, 5/24, 5/25 

 

 



Dates To Remember   

    

April 20  District Battle of  

   the Books @ Todd Beamer 

   7:00 p.m. 

 

April 20  Talent Show, 

   6:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

April 26  Early Release, 1:50 p.m. 

 

May 4   Music Showcase 

   Grades 1 & 2 

   6:15/7:30 p.m. 

 

May 1-5  Staff Appreciation Week 

 

May 5   Coffee with Families, 9 am 

 

May 11   General/BOD PTA Meeting 

   (5:30 BOD/6:30 General) 

 

May 12  Skate Night 

   Panda Express 

 

May 17   Early Release, 1:50 p.m. 

 

May 29  No School, Memorial Day 

 

May 30  School  In Session 

   Snow Make-Up Day 

 Attendance Matters 

 

Did you know? 

 

 Attendance matters as early as 

kindergarten. Studies show many children 

who miss too many days in kindergarten and 

first grade can struggle academically in 

later years. They often have trouble 

mastering reading by the end of third 

grade. 

 Preschool is a great time to start building a 

habit of good attendance. Young children 

with poor attendance in preschool also lose 

out on valuable learning time and if chronic 

absence continues into kindergarten, it can 

pull down academic achievement. 

 By middle and high school, chronic absence 

is a leading warning sign that a student will 

drop out. 

 For each day a student is absent it takes 

an average of three days to catch up. 

 Missing three or more days of school per 

month can set a student back from one to 

two full years of learning.* 

 Students who maintain good attendance 

through all years of school achieve grade 

level standard at a higher rate, graduate 

from high school at a higher rate, and 

develop good habits that help contribute to 

success in school and in future careers. 

*attendanceworks.org 

 

176 
176 Lakeland students had perfect 

attendance during the month of March. 

 

 

New Online Enrollment System 

And ParentVUE Login Info 

 

Federal Way Public Schools has a new online 

enrollment system. If you already have a 

ParentVUE account, then you already have 

access to the online enrollment system. Haven’t 

signed into ParentVUE yet? Sign up now! You 

will find current information about grades, 

attendance, and your child’s report card. You 

can also update your contact and other 

important information. Contact the Lakeland 

office for sign-up information. 



 

Teach Your Ch¡ld About Peaceful Ways to Express His/Her Anger 

By Karin A. Bilich 

 

 

 

Most people feel anger and aggression sometimes -- including children. Adults tend to 

have better control over their behavior when these feelings arise. Children, however, may turn their 

energy toward violent behavior such as kicking, biting, or hitting. lf your child has a tendency toward 

this kind of aggressive behavior, it's up to you to help him develop judgment, self-discipline, and the 

ability to express his feelings in appropriate ways. Here are six ways to do that: 

 

l. Set firm and consistent limits. Children need to know what behavior is, and is not, permitted. 

Make sure that everyone who cares for your child is aware of the rules you set, as well as the 

response to use if he does exhibit this behavior. A child who kicks, hits, or bites should be 

reprimanded immediately so he understands exactly what he's done wrong. 

2. Help your child find new ways to deal with his/her anger. Encourage her to use words to 

express her feelings rather than fighting with her body, and praise her for exhibiting nonviolent 

behavior. Let him/her witness other conflicts that arise in your home being resolved in a peaceful 

manner. 

3. Instill self-control in your child. Children don't possess an innate ability to control themselves 

They need to be taught not to kick, hit, or bite whenever they feel like it. A child needs a parent's 

guidance to develop the ability to keep his feelings under control and to think about his actions 

before acting on impulse. 

4. Avoid encouraging "toughness." ln some families, aggressiveness is encouraged -- especially 

in boys. Parents often use the word "tough" to compliment a child. This can cause a child to feel that 

he/she has to kick and bite in order to win parental approval. 

5. Don't spank as a form of discipline. Some parents spank or hit their child as punishment. A 

child who is physically punished can begin to believe this is the correct way to handle people when 

you don't like their behavior. Physical punishment can reinforce a child's aggressiveness toward 

others. 

6. Control your own temper. Children tend to mirror the behavior of their parents. lf you express 

your anger in reasonable ways, he probably will follow your example. 

 

Source: Caring for Your Baby and Young Child: Birth to Age 5 (Bantam, 1998) 

 

Class Placement Input Forms—We need your input! 

 

Lakeland is in the process of collecting information pertaining to your student’s class placement for 

the 2017-18 school year.  Class Placement Input Forms went home on April 20, 2017. If you have not 

yet returned your form, which provides us with important class placement criteria, please do so by 

April 27, 2017.  Also, please be sure to complete the top portion of the form letting us know if you 

plan to return to Lakeland next year, do not plan to return to Lakeland, or may not be returning to 

Lakeland. Additional forms are available in the Lakeland office. Thank you! 

 



Dear Lakeland Families: 

 

 

Staff Appreciation Week May 1st-5th  

 

Lakeland PTA needs your help in showing how much our teachers and staff mean to us. Teacher 

appreciation week is May 1st-5th. Volunteers are needed to prepare for this week. If you would like to 

pitch in and help with volunteering your time, donating a food dish, dessert and/or beverage, or a cash 

donation, please email the PTA at ptalakeland@yahoo.com. 

 

Yearbooks 

 

Please watch for yearbook order forms to come home in May.  Email class, fieldtrip, or event pictures 

you’ve take to Ptalakeland@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Smile.Amazon 

 

Do you shop at AMAZON? Shop through AMAZON Smiles and select our school as your charity 

(Lakeland PTA Federal Way Council 9 4 27) and we will earn .5% every time you shop and you can still 

use your prime shipping as well! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melissa Carr, PTA President, PTAlakeland@yahoo.com 

 

 

Lakeland PTA 

           The Scratch Pad 
April, 2017 

Like Us on http://www.facebook.com/lakelandelementary to keep updated on what’s happening at Lakeland. For questions, suggestions 

or comments please contact ptalakeland@yahoo.com. The best way to ensure that your child has a great elementary school experience 

is to help support our Parent Teacher Association (PTA).  This can mean volunteering your time, contributing with fundraisers or even 

just showing up with your children for school functions.  So join in on the fun! 

 

 

mailto:PTAlakeland@yahoo.com

