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Upcoming Events: 

****************************************** 
September 28 6 PM PTA General 

Meeting    
October 4 1:35 Early Release 
October 13 No School Teacher in-

service 

October 17 Skate Night 6-8PM 
October 18 1:35 Early Release 
October 25 Health Screening 
October 27 PTA Walk-a-thon 
November 1  1:35 Early Release 
November 2 Picture Retake 
November 8/9 Student Led 

Conferences NO 
SCHOOL 

November 10 Veterans Day 
  NO SCHOOL 
 

Our Shared Strategic Plan 
Mission: 

In an environment of high 
expectations, high support, and no 

excuses, the staff of Sherwood Forest 
Elementary School will continually 

learn, lead, utilize data, and 
collaborate to ensure our scholars have 

a voice, a dream, & a bright future.   

 
 
CONTACT US: 
Sherwood Forest Elementary School 
34600 12th Avenue S.W 
Federal Way, WA 98003   
(253) 945-3800 

Federal Way Public Schools  
https://www.fwps.org/sherwoodfo
rest  

 

Dear Sherwood Forest Families,  
 

We are excited to warmly welcome all of our amazing 1st – 5th grade 
scholars back in our classrooms!  It is our mission to provide a learning 
environment in which your child, and all of our student-scholars learn at 
high levels with the academic and social-emotional supports they need to 
reach their great potential.  To borrow a phrase from our district’s strategic 
plan, we aim for every scholar to have “a voice, a dream, a BRIGHT 
future.”  We look forward to partnering with you to achieve it! 
 

All scholars now enter & wait in the school gym before school every 
day.  The gym doors open at 8:20 a.m. each morning.    We ask parents 
to send their child with a book to read while waiting for teachers to walk 
them to their classroom by 8:35 a.m. daily.  For student-scholars who 
receive breakfast at school, it will be served from 8:05 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. 
and then they will be dismissed to the gym to join their class.   
 

We are working hard to build on our successes and make even more 
progress this coming year!  We will continue to focus our energy on Goals 
2 (Whole Child) and 4 (Mastery of all Subjects) of our district’s Strategic 
Plan.  The Strategic Plan outlines a vision, student-focused goals, and 
what it means for your child at Sherwood.  We have multiple ways to 
measure both Goal 2 and Goal 4, including attendance, participation in 
student-led conferences, meeting expectations on non-academic 
behaviors on the report card, our student’s perception of a safe and 
welcoming environment, the Smarter Balanced Assessments, and 
classroom-based academic assessments.  To learn more about the 
strategic plan, please click-on the district website at www.fwps.org.  
 

Sherwood Forest Elementary School is a wonderful learning community 
and it is such a privilege to be a part of it! The staff and I appreciate the 
trust that you’ve shown in us by sending your children here every 
day.  Please do not hesitate to contact our school office or me if you have 
any questions or concerns.  We are excited for the new school year 
ahead! 
 

Warm Regards, 

Alisa DeSart, Principal 

 

   September 2017 

http://www.fwps.org/


 

3rd Annual Golf Charity Event to Benefit  
Sherwood Forest’s Library! 

 

Sherwood Forest Librarian, Mrs. Post, accepted a check on our school’s behalf for 
nearly $1100 from the 3rd annual golf charity event hosted by the Gillespie family!  Mrs. 
Julie Gillespie retired two years ago as Sherwood Forest’s librarian and her son Charlie 
wanted to honor her service to our community by  
raising funds for our school library.  This is the third year  
in a row Sherwood Forest has directly benefitted from the  
Gillespie family’s goodwill and generosity!  The funds will be  
used to purchase library books in Julie Gillespie’s honor.  
Thank you Julie Gillespie and your family for this generous  
donation that will benefit our scholars!  

 

THANK YOU Campus Clean-Up Volunteers! 
Thank you to our wonderful families and staff of the Forest who participated in Campus Clean-Up 

day on August 28th. The following families and staff members weeded, planted, trimmed, swept, 

and picked-up trash to create a picture perfect opening day: The Jones, Rodriguez, Westcott, 

Kolyada, Porter, Imbert, Calingsan, Williams and Buol families.   

 

Please accept our heartfelt thanks!  

 



 

Federal Way Public Schools BOND 

FWPS serves a community that is committed to investing in the success of each scholar 

having a voice, a dream and a bright future. FWPS has a track record of fiscal 

responsibility and believes great schools mean great neighborhoods. Investing in the 

community will attract and retain people in Federal Way, and would result in an 

increase in jobs.  

The $450 million 2017 bond proposition was recommended by a 100 member 

Facilities Planning Committee and with input from over 200 community members, 

parents, and staff from across the district.

 

 

For more information, visit www.fwps.org/bond, email bondinfo@fwps.org, or call 253-945-2000  

Remember to vote Nov. 7; Voting begins Oct. 19.  

 



 

 

USDA Meal Applications  
It is easy to apply! 

https://www.mealappnow.com
/manfwy/splash.php 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Welcome to the Forest! 
 

 

 Mrs. Heather Bakari, School Psychologist 

 Miss Jaymee Gowdy, DHH Interpreter  

 Miss Emily Schooley, DHH Interpreter 

 Mrs. Theresa Scott, K-5 FCP/DHH Teacher       

 Ms. Tatiana Menard, PreK DHH Teacher  

 Ms. Tina Leighton, 1st Grade Teacher 

 Mrs. Allison Rau, 4th Grade Teacher 

 Mrs. Stagg, 4/5 HCP Teacher 

 Mrs. Chrissy Pryor, Reading Interventionist 

 Miss Hannah Anderson, Para educator  

 Ms. Monika Ostrowski, Kindergarten Teacher 

 Mrs. Danielle Brown, 3rd Grade (HCP) Teacher 

 Miss Hannah Anderson 

 

“Because of You”  

School Announcement 

Hey Scholars! 

Starting this year, scholars in grades three 

through 12 have a chance to nominate any 
Federal Way Public Schools staff member in the 

district you believe has positively impacted you, 
your school, and/or your community with the 

“Because of You” award. Scholars from the 
superintendent’s advisory created the awards 

nomination process. 

Nominations will be reviewed and selected by 
the Superintendent’s Scholar Advisory team 

and each month, staff members will be 
honored. Nominations forms can be completed 

online, or your school's main office, and are due 
by the 30th of each month. 

Stay tuned as we highlight these extraordinary 
staff members who make a difference each day 

in our schools! 

 

 

We extend our warmest 
welcome to our newest staff 

members at Sherwood!! 
 

https://www.mealappnow.com/manfwy/splash.php
https://www.mealappnow.com/manfwy/splash.php


 

 

Our goal this year is to ensure that every student attends school regularly! 
 

Showing up for school has a huge impact on a student’s academic success starting in kindergarten 
and continuing through high school. Even as children grow older and more independent, families play 
a key role in making sure students get to school safely every day and understand why attendance is 
so important for success in school and in life. 
 
We realize some absences are unavoidable due to health problems or other circumstances. But, we 
also know that when students miss too much school— regardless of the reason – it can cause them 
to fall behind academically.  Your child is less likely to succeed if he or she is chronically absent—
which means missing 18 or more days over the course of an entire school year. Research shows:     
 Children chronically absent in kindergarten and 1st grade are much less likely to read at grade 

level by the end of 3rd grade.   
 By 6th grade, chronic absence is a proven early warning sign for students at risk for dropping 

out of school.   
 By 9th grade good attendance can predict graduation rates even better than 8th grade test 

scores.   
 

Absences can add up quickly.  A child is chronically absent if he or she misses just two days every 
month!! 

Every day counts! 
 

We don’t want your child to fall behind in school and get discouraged.  Please ensure that your 
child attends school every day and arrives on time.   Here are a few practical tips to help support 
regular attendance: 

 
 Make sure your children keep a regular bedtime and establish a morning routine. 
 Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before. 
 Ensure your children go to school every day unless they are truly sick 
 Avoid scheduling vacations or doctor’s appointments when school is in session. 
 Talk to teachers and counselors for advice if your children feel anxious about going to school. 
 Develop back up plans for getting to school if something comes up.  Call on a family member, 

neighbor, or another parent to take your child to school. 
 

Let us know how we can best support you and your children so that they can show up for school on 

time every day.   We want your child to be successful in school!  If you have any questions or need 

more information, please contact your child’s school. 

Please join us in welcoming our PTA Board 
Members for the  

2017 – 2018 school year: 
 

Kari Jones    Co-President 
Darianne Westcott  Co-President 
Vanessa Rodriguez  Vice-President 
Heidi Brown   Treasurer 
Aviana Jupiter    Membership 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4th Annual Sherwood Forest PTA 

Walk-a-Thon Fundraiser 
Walk in the Forest 

Friday, October 27, 2017 
Come Walk in the Forest! Have fun with friends, get fit, and raise funds for the PTA!  All funds raised will support PTA-sponsored 
activities for our students and families.  

This is a flat donation event, not a per lap pledge. 
Students will walk/run around the walking path during school hours and will receive one jelly band for every lap they walk.  There 
will be music, snacks, water and LOTS OF FUN! 

PARENTS, we could use your help!! 
Sign up to volunteer and help make the Walk-a-Thon a huge success!! 
Contact Angela Dutenhoffer at dutefam@hotmail.com or Tammy Clever at tclever@nventure.com. 

 
 

This will be the ONLY MAJOR fundraiser this year, if we accomplish our 
goal of $15,000! 

If every student raises a minimum of $35, we will meet our goal! 
 

Donation Forms are coming home on Thursday, 10/5! 

Archers Walking Schedule: 
12:40-1:10 1st, 2nd and ACP 
1:20-1:50 3rd, 4th, 5th, DHH and ACP 
2:00-2:20   Kindergartens and FCP  

* * * * PRIZES * * * * 

Top Collecting Student wins a(n) 
American Girl Doll or Kindle Fire Tablet 

Top Collecting Classroom wins an 
Ice Cream Party 

Top Collecting Students  
sprays teachers/staff with Silly String 

Every student who raises $100 or more: 

has lunch with Principal DeSart 

Every student who raises $20 or more: 

enters to win Seahawks prizes or 
gift cards for Baskin-Robbins Ice Cream 

Every student who raises $10 or more: 

receives a glitter sticky hand 

mailto:dutefam@hotmail.com
mailto:tclever@nventure.com

