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Upcoming Events: 
 

June 8 5:30  PTA Carnival 

June 12 KCLS Assembly 

June 14  6:30-8:00  5th 

Grade Celebration 

June 19 Field Day 

June 20 Last day of school 

10:55 Early 

Dismissal 

August 13 Office re-opens 

August 13-16 9:00-12:00 Kinder 

Camp 

August 29 5:00 Supply drop 

off 

September 4 First Day of School 

1st-5th grade 

 

Plan Mission: 
 

In an environment of high 
expectations, high support, and 
no excuses, the staff of Sherwood 
Forest Elementary School will 
continually learn, lead, utilize 
data, and collaborate to ensure 
our scholars have a voice, a 
dream, & a bright future. 
   
 
 
 
 
CONTACT US: 
Sherwood Forest Elementary 
School 
34600 12th Avenue S.W 
Federal Way, WA 98003   
(253) 945-3800 

www.fwps.org/sherwoodforest  
 

Dear Sherwood Forest Families, 
 

It is hard to believe that this is my final message to the wonderful Sherwood Forest School 

community.  I want you to know what a privilege it has been to serve as principal of this amazing 

school for the past five years.  It has been an honor to get to know and build strong working 

relationships with students, staff, and families.  It is difficult to walk away from such an amazing 

place for which I feel such a deep connection and love.   

 

Sherwood Forest is a vibrant and exciting place to learn and work!  Our student-scholars are hard-

working, capable learners, our parents are supportive, friendly, and caring, and our staff members 

are deeply dedicated to the well-being and learning of each and every student. 
 

I have so many great memories of my time here!  I am proud of what we have accomplished as a 

school-wide community for the benefit of our student-scholars:  

 Our students have made tremendous academic growth in reading, math, and in all subjects. 

 Our scholars are taking greater ownership of their learning through their IRLA Power Goals! 

 Our staff has established and is sustaining a trusting and positive school culture.   

 We have hosted fundraising events to build our walking path and playground structure.  

 Our volunteer “Forest Greeters” have welcomed students and families in the morning. 

 Multicultural Nights have celebrated our wonderful and rich diversity! 

 Family math and reading events have connected families with students and their learning. 

 Our staff and scholars know and follow our school-wide PBIS implementation.  
 

While I am proud of these shared accomplishments, I am most proud of the talented and dedicated 

Sherwood Forest staff members.  This is a building full of leaders and learners who maintain great 

focus on being the very best they can be so that they can do what is best for our students. I could 

not ask to work with a more caring and committed group of people – Sherwood Forest staff are the 

best of the best! 
 

I will always cherish the many fond memories of our students, families, and staff and the time spent 

at this school learning with all of you!   Although it is hard to say goodbye to our parents and staff 

members, the hardest part is leaving our students. I have grown so attached to them over the years 

and have loved watching them grow each school year!  This process is easier, though, knowing 

that Sherwood is in great hands.  I am excited to follow the great things that Principal Sarah Gill 

and our amazing staff will accomplish in the years to come. 
 

Sherwood Forest has been a very special place to me and I feel very fortunate to have been part 

of this great community. This school will continue to exemplify the very best in education!   With 

deep gratitude, I want to thank you for your unwavering support, for making Sherwood Forest a 

great place to learn and work, and for entrusting me with your children the past five years.  It has 

truly been an honor. 
 

Gratefully, 

 

Alisa DeSart 

Principal 
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Thank You to Coach Westhoff, Coach Borden 

and Coach Menard for an awesome Track 

season! 

Congratulations to the following tracksters who 

qualified for the District Championship meet on June 2nd 

THIRD GRADE: 

Javelin: Madeline Gilchrist, Alex Dutenhoffer, Areana Mitchell 

100m: Areana Mitchell, Dave Nguita 

200m: Alex Dutenhoffer, Aalihay Jones, Areana Mitchell, Dave 

Nguita 

400m: Dennis Gluzman, Alex Dutenhoffer 

Long Jump: Julia Gabe, Dave Ngueita 
 

FOURTH GRADE: 

Javelin: Alexander Mangalindan, Ana Lopez 

200m: Ana Lopez 

400m: Analicia Allen, Alexander Mangalindan, Ana Lopez, Camilla 

Soto-villegas 
 

FIFTH GRADE: 

Javelin, 400m, 800m: Paola Carrrera-Lara 

Javelin, 100m, 200m: Thomas Russell 

Long Jump, 200m, 400m: Omar Francisco 

400m, 800m Madelyn Mitchell 

 

 

Farewell to Mrs. Chursky 
 

We want to extend our warmest gratitude and wishes to the following  
staff member who will not be returning to Sherwood next year: 

 

Thank you and farewell Donna Chursky!! 

26 years ago, Mrs. Chursky opened her doors to one of the first classes on the 

Sherwood Forest campus.  At the end of June, she will be retiring and saying 

farewell. Thank you Donna Chursky for your years of service to Sherwood Forest. 

After a bit of rest and relaxation we can look forward to seeing Mrs. Chursky 

come back as one of our guest teachers in the “Forest”! 

 

We will miss a valued teacher in Mrs. Chursky  
and wish her the best of success in her future endeavors! 

 

 

Field Day 

Tuesday, June 19th 
Field day is always a student favorite! 

Please prepare your child for a safe and 

fun day. 

 Apply sunscreen to your child 
before coming to school. 

 Have your child wear 
appropriate shoes for playing 
and running safely. 

Thanks for helping us keep all students 

happy, healthy, and safe! HOORAY for 

Field Day! 



  

Medications 
Parents should plan to pick up any 

medication from the health after 10:55 

on June 20th. If your child will be taking 

medication at school next year, you will 

need to fill out a new form for the 

2018-2019 school year.  

To ensure that medication your child 

may have (left over) at school will get 

home safely, please make arrangements 

for an adult to pick-up the medication 

at school.  

Please take into consideration you will 

want to keep emergency medications 

such as inhalers, EpiPens, etc. at school 

until the last day. 

Reminders from the Office: 
 Are you moving? 
 New phone number? 
 Has your personal information changed? 

 

All families will need to go into Online 

Registration to update their emergency contact 

information and verify that all information is 

correct starting August 1st. Look for more 

information in an e-mail from our School 

District. The link will be 

https://sis.fwps.org/login_parent_oen.aspx 

 

End of School Year Reminders: 

 LOST & FOUND: items left behind will be 

donated 

 MEDICATIONS: Medications not picked up 

are discarded 

 REPORT CARDS: Sent home last day of 

school 

 SCHOOL SUPPLY LIST: sent home with 

report card and posted on school website 
 

Last Day of School 

June 20, 2018 

Dismissal time 

10:55 AM 

 

Welcome 2018-2019 PTA Board members! 
 

President: OPEN (if interested e-mail pta4sf@gmail.com) 
Vice President: Tammy Clever  

Treasurer: Heidi Brown 
Secretary: Stephanie Jones 
Membership: Aviana Jupiter 

 

The incoming board is so excited to make the 2018-2019 school year the best yet at 
Sherwood Forest! We are always happy to welcome new volunteers. Please consider 

joining the PTA and make your voice heard! 
 

https://sis.fwps.org/login_parent_oen.aspx


 

Calling all 4th and 5th 

graders… 

Get ready for the 2018-19 

Battle of the Books 
 

2019 Battle of the Books 

List   

 
 
2019 YRC Nominees 

 Dog Man by Pilkey, Dav  

 The Inn Between by Cohen, 
Marina  

 The Key to Extraordinary  

 Ms. Bixby’s Last Day by 
Anderson, John David  

 Pax by Pennypacker, Sara  

 The Wild Robot by Brown, Peter 
 
2019 YRC & Sasquatch Nominees 

 It Ain’t so Awful Falafel by 
Dumas, Firoozeh  
 

2019 Sasquatch Nominees 

 Fuzzy by Angleberger, Tom  

 A Night Divided by Nielsen, 

Jennifer   

 Save Me a Seat by Weeks, Sarah   

 Ghost by Reynolds, Jason  

 The Skeleton Tree by Lawrence, 

Iain  

 Wish by O'Connor, Barbara  

 The Evil Wizard Smallbone by 

Sherman, Delia  

 The Midnight War of Mateo 

Martinez by Yardi, Robin 

 The Tapper twins go to war 

(with each other) by Rodkey, 

Geoff 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that research shows that students who read for one hour 

a day make almost two years of growth in reading? Prepare your 

scholar for the coming school year by encouraging them to be curious 

about books, practice their reading skills and participate in our Summer 

Reading Challenge by reading 30 minutes a day! 

Share photos of your scholar reading to socialmedia@fwps.org or on 

social media with the hashtag #FWPSRead30 to showcase their summer 

learning! 

¿Sabías que las investigaciones demuestran que los estudiantes que 

leen una hora diaria tienen un crecimiento de lectura de dos años? 

Prepare a su niño para el próximo año escolar animándolo a tener 

curiosidad sobre los libros, practicando lectura y participando en 

nuestro desafío de lectura de verano, ¡leyendo 30 minutos por día! 

¡Comparta fotos de niño leyendo en socialmedia@fwps.org o en las 

redes sociales con el hashtag #FWPSRead30 para mostrar su 

aprendizaje de verano! 

 

연구에 따르면 학생들이 매일 한 시간 동안 독서하면 거의 2년간의 독서 

능력을 키울 수 있다는 것이 밝혀졌다는 사실을 아셨나요? 매일 30분간 

독서를 장려하는 여름 방학 읽기 챌린지에 참여하여 여러분의 자녀가 

독서에 호기심을 키우고 독해 기술을 연습할 수 있게 함으로써 내년 학기 

준비를 완료해주세요! 

여러분의 자녀가 독서하는 모습을 사진에 담아 해시태그 

#FWPSRead30로 socialmedia@fwps.org 또는 기타 소셜 미디어에서 

공유하여 여름 방학 동안 열심히 하는 모습을 자랑하세요! 

 

Знаете ли Вы, что, согласно исследованиям, ученики, читающие 

хотя бы час в день, уходят в чтении вперёд почти на два года? 

Подготовьте своего ребёнка к будущему учебному году, поощряя 

его любопытство по отношению к книгам и развивая их навыки 

чтения – читайте хотя бы 30 минут в день, и примите участие в 

нашей программе летнего чтения! 

Делитесь фотографиями Вашего ребёнка за чтением на 

socialmedia@fwps.org или в социальных сетях с хэштегом 

#FWPSRead30, чтобы продемонстрировать его летние успехи! 

 

mailto:socialmedia@fwps.org
mailto:socialmedia@fwps.org
mailto:socialmedia@fwps.org


Why Vaccinate? To Protect Our Children and Our Community  

We’re coming to the end of this school year, and it’s already time to prepare for the next one –

especially with the immunizations your child might need. If you have a 5th grader going into 

middle school or have a younger child who will be entering pre-school or kindergarten next year, 

there are certain vaccines required by law in the State of Washington that every student needs to 

have prior to starting the new school year. These include immunizations against hepatitis B, 

diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis (DTaP and Tdap combination vaccine), polio, and mumps, 

measles, rubella, and varicella (MMRV combination vaccine).       

What Do Vaccines Prevent? 

Shots may hurt a little, but the diseases they prevent—14 diseases to be exact—are a whole lot 

worse.  Because of vaccines, these deadly diseases have become rare.  However, measles—once 

eliminated from the list of life-threatening diseases in the year 2000— is back on the list because 

of individuals not vaccinated. As a result, there have been a number of measles outbreaks 

throughout the country. Unvaccinated individuals endanger the lives of others: newborns, 

pregnant women, and those that have weakened immune systems.  

Measles is highly contagious and can cause the following complications: 

 Birth defects, miscarriages, or still births in pregnant women who have not been 

vaccinated  

 Ear infections that can result in permanent hearing loss 

 Encephalopathy (swelling of the brain) that can lead to convulsions and cause deafness or 

leave a child with intellectual disabilities  

 Pneumonia –the leading cause of death among unvaccinated children severely affected by 

measles    

How Do Vaccines Work? 

Vaccines contain viral or bacterial microbes or parts of microbes that have been weakened or 

killed. They are harmless and they’re quickly cleared from your body. But they’re teaching your 

immune system a very important lesson: to fight off these particular disease-causing germs if you 

were to encounter them again. So, when your child gets a vaccine, his/her immune system kicks 

into gear using its own natural ability to help fight against these germs or microbes that cause 

disease. Each dose of a vaccine builds up the immune system, so your child is protected against 

contracting that disease.   

Why Do Parents Mistrust Vaccines? 

Some parents are against immunizing their children because they believe it’s “unnatural.” 

Vaccines are not “unnatural.” Your child’s immune system builds up immunity the same way as 

it would when exposed to those disease-causing germs. The big difference is your child doesn’t 

need to get sick first if exposed.  Unvaccinated children have been hospitalized due to the 

severity of diseases that vaccines would have protected them. 



But what about the potential risks?  The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) reports that there 

have been thousands of studies done looking at potential risk factors. Vaccines today are safer 

than ever.  Like any medication, there can be short-term side effects including redness, swelling, 

bruising, headache or fever. These are mild and just temporary. More serious side effects such as 

severe allergic reactions are extremely rare – 1 in 1 million doses—and far rarer than the diseases 

they protect against. 

Some parents associate vaccines, particularly the MMR, with autism. This has been proven 

absolutely false. There have been numerous research studies done that confirm there is no link to 

autism and vaccines.      

The bottom line is that immunizations save lives. Let’s protect our kids from life-threatening 

diseases and help keep our community healthy by immunizing our kids!   

If you still have questions, please discuss immunizations with your child’s pediatrician or the 

School Health Nurse, Vivian Shields, RN.   

https://health.usnews.com/wellness/for-parents/articles/2017-07-20/why-you-should-continue-to-vaccinate-

your-kids 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/parents/tools/parents-guide/parents-guide-part4.html 

https://www.niaid.nih.gov/research/what-vaccine 

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/parent-infographic.html 

https://www.autismspeaks.org/science/science-news/no-mmr-autism-link-large-study-vaccinated-vs-

unvaccinated-kids 
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