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We Are Graduating: AJ & Mercedes
By Marci Redmond

AJ Johnson

Mercedes Garcia

What college are you going to? I have been accepted and am going to Highline Community College in Des Moines, WA.

What college are you going to? I am going to go
to Highline Community College.

What kind of classes are you going to register for?
I will start out taking general education classes.

What kind of classes are you going to register for?
I will start out taking general education classes and
then will focus on Veterinary Technician classes.

What kinds of services does HCC provide for Deaf
students? HCC has sign language interpreters,
note-takers, and a tutoring center.

What kinds of services does HCC provide for Deaf
students? HCC has sign language interpreters,
note-takers, and a tutoring center.

What excites you about college? I am excited to be at
a new school, meeting new
people, and the college’s
sports teams.
How does college make you
nervous? I am a little nervous
about meeting new people
and the college campus is
really large.
What do you think college will be like compared to
high school? I think college will be a lot harder
than high school.
How will you succeed in college? I will have to
study more, do my homework, work harder, show
up on time, ask questions if I don’t understand, be
more responsible, and watch my interpreter.

What excites you about college? I am excited to have
flexibility in my schedule, being independent, can leave/
arrive early, and interesting
classes
How does college make you
nervous? What makes me
nervous about college is falling behind in my classes,
classes are harder, being late to class or missing
class and a bigger school campus.
What do you think college will be like compared to
high school? Compared to high school, I think college will be a lot harder and faster pace
How will you succeed in college? I will have to
study more, do homework and hand in on time,
complete assignments on time, and ask for help.

How will you get to college—transportation?
I will be riding the Metro bus.

How will you get to college—transportation?
I will be taking the Metro bus.

What type of job do you want to get in the future?
I would like to get a job at Boeing.

What type of job do you want to get in the future?
I would like to be a Veterinary Technician.

What do you want to have in the future?
I want to have my own place (apartment or
house), a car, friends, happiness, and my own
money.

What do you want to have in the future?
In the future I want to have my own car, a roommate, a good job and a pet.
What do does your family think about you going to
college?
My family is very proud of me.
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DHH School News
Lakeland Elementary School
Preschool Program
K-5 Program

S

tudents in Mrs. Brown's class
have been working hard learning about ocean habitats. We
have learned about sea horses, crabs, fish, sharks
and whales. We are learning to compare things,
finding what is the same and what is different, and
even trying new foods that come from the sea!
Seahorses and Fish

fast.
Seahorses are many colors and other fish are
other colors.
Seahorses have a pouch, but other fish have no
pouch.
Seahorses have a long snout, but other fish have a
short snout.
Seahorses have gills and other fish have gills.
Seahorses can hold with their tails, but other fish
swim with their tails.

by Michelle, Kaylee, and Kimmie

Seahorses have no teeth, but other fish have
teeth.
Seahorses have fins and other fish have fins.
Seahorses can lay eggs and other fish can lay
eggs.
Seahorses can swim slow, but other fish can swim

Illahee Middle School

W

ow! School is almost
over for this academic
year! Time flies when you're
having fun! At Illahee Middle
School, our Deaf and Hard of
Hearing class has been busy
participating in many different activities. A highlight was
our class trip on April 22 to JA BizTown in Auburn.
Up until that date, we had been working several
weeks through the curriculum learning about financial skills, business management, and job
readiness. Then when we went on our trip, our
class managed a McDonald's restaurant com-

plete with business costs, paychecks, and the fun
job of selling snacks! That was a good opportunity
for our class to learn the value of hard work.
When we were not busy with our training for
BizTown, we worked on a variety of in-class activities such as practicing for our state test, reading
informative history and science themed articles,
and building our math skills such as basic operations and pre-algebra
skills. Now as the school
year comes to an end,
we look forward to a
restful and enjoyable
summer! 

Todd Beamer High School

T

he end of the school year is
near! All the high school
DHH kids are counting down
the days, literally—we are
keeping on track.
May and June has the high
school students taking their End of Course (EOC)
assessments along with the new Smarted Balanced Assessments.
Like Illahee, we went to the Junior Achievement campus but ours was to Finance Park. The
DHH students were randomly given a “debit”

card that also contained information about their
future fictional life. It included: their type of career, yearly salary, marital status, and size of family. From there the students had to figure out and
make selections in each of the following categories: apartment/house, vehicle, car insurance,
food budget, electricity & water bills, cable packages, selecting and comparing health insurance,
clothing budgets, savings accounts and many
more. This special event was “Deaf Day at JA”.
All the students & store “managers” were Deaf.
Hello summer, we welcome your soon arrival! 
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I Hope You Dance
By Brenda Marsh,
FWHS ASL Teacher & Todd Beamer Para-Educator

T

here is a song I learned this year and I really
liked the message in the song. It is called “I
Hope You Dance.” As the year comes to an end,
my time at Federal Way Public Schools and Todd
Beamer High School as a Para-educator and employee is also coming to an end. My husband’s job
is taking our family back to Texas—I will not be here
next year.
I have loved working with the DHH program in
Federal Way and have learned so much from everyone here. As I leave, I want to share a final message for the DHH staff, families, and DHH students.
What is the message? I HOPE YOU DANCE!
Despite frustrations, I HOPE YOU DANCE!
Despite obstacles, I HOPE YOU DANCE!
Despite language and communication difficulties, I HOPE YOU DANCE!
Despite struggles in school assignments, I
HOPE YOU DANCE!
In this song, the message is that life will not be
easy. However you have a choice. YOU CAN
GIVE UP OR YOU CAN DANCE.
Parents of DHH students: Don’t give up. Keep trying to learn any way you can communicate with
your Deaf child. Keep trying. Your deaf child
needs everything you can give to help in communicating. Be it SEE sign language or ASL…. whatever works best, go for it! Whatever you do, communicate with your child anyway possible. Talk/
sign with them as much as possible. If you can
meet Deaf adults, ask advice and help. Your deaf
child will grow up to be a Deaf adult someday. You
want to be able to understand your Deaf child as
much as you can. I know it is not easy for you but

keep trying always!! Again, don’t give up. I HOPE
YOU DANCE!!
DHH Staff: don’t give up. You make a difference in
the lives of the DHH students! Some days are
harder than other days. Some days your students
understand and then some days they don’t understand. Keep pressing on. These students and their
parents need
you!
Don’t
give up.
I
HOPE
YOU
DANCE!!
DHH Students:
The ones I
know best are
the
high
school
students.
My
message
is
the same for
Lakeland students, Illahee
students, and
more so for
the
Todd
Beamer students. Keep
trying to learn.
Do your best.
Ask questions.
Don’t give up.
I HOPE YOU
DANCE!!

“You can do anything if you set your mind to it.
Look out for kids, help them dream and be inspired.
We teach calculus in schools, but I believe
the most important formula is
courage plus dreams equals success.”
Marlee Matlin, actress in “Switched at Birth”
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Audiology News: Ginny Davis, Audiologist

5 Surprising Things Hearing Aids Say About You
from the Better Hearing Institute

B

etter Hearing & Speech Month is the perfect
time to stand up and applaud those who
have made the decision to acknowledge and
treat a hearing loss. Are you brushing off a hearing problem because you’re afraid it might say
the wrong thing about you? Well think again.
Research shows that people with hearing loss
who use hearing aids enjoy a better overall
quality of life. In fact, you just may be surprised—
and inspired—by these five things that treating
hearing loss says about
you:




You’re a go-getter.
Research has found
that people with
hearing loss who use
hearing aids are
more likely to tackle
problems actively.
Addressing hearing
loss
shows
selfassurance and a willingness to deal with
issues head-on. Most
hearing aid users in
the workforce even
say it has helped
their performance on
the job.
You value your relationships. Healthy relationships rest largely
on good communication. Treating hearing
loss lets close family and friends know that
you want to stay connected and involved in
your relationships with them. Most people
who currently wear hearing aids say it not
only helps their overall ability to communicate effectively in most situations, but it also
has a positive effect on their relationships.
And they’re more likely to have a strong so-

cial network.


You like to be active. If you enjoy an active
lifestyle, you’re not going to let hearing loss
stop you. In fact, people with hearing difficulty who use hearing aids get more pleasure in doing things and are even more likely
to meet up with friends to socialize, research
by the Better Hearing Institute (BHI) shows.
 You love living life. The more
exuberance you have for life, the
less likely it is you’ll let hearing loss
get in your way. When you address hearing loss, you let the
world know you love living life,
and you’re going to live it with
gusto. Research even shows that
people with hearing loss who use
hearing aids are
more likely to be
optimistic and feel
engaged in life.
 You’re
tech
savvy and make
the most of what
life has to offer.
Sleek and cuttingedge,
today’s
wireless hearing technology is a
front-runner in personal consumer
electronics. At its best, technology offers solutions, enriches life, and makes us more efficient. Today’s modern hearing aids do all
three. When you invest in yourself by using
state-of-the-art hearing aids, you make it
clear that you’re ready to reap the rewards
that modern technology has to offer. It also
means you’re up-to-date on the tremendous
advances in hearing aid technology.

“My favorite place to vacation is anyplace near the ocean.”
Nina Arianda , actress
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Welcoming New Staff

I

Tasha Hanley

am a new 1:1 para-educator at Illahee. I will graduate from University of
Washington with a psychology degree. I would like to get my Master's in
education and psychology eventually.
I wanted to work in Federal Way
school district for many reasons. One
of the biggest is that I graduated from Todd
Beamer High School in 2007. I was the first Deaf student there and at that time, there was not a D/HH
program at the middle/high school level. It's great
to see how the D/HH program has truly expanded.
I was born profoundly Deaf in both ears. I have a
cochlear implant that I got when I was 19.
My favorite part about my job (other than the
student I work with) is the creativity it allows me-there are so many different ways to show/teach
something. I am fortunate to work with such a
great team. (Even though I am still getting used to
the early morning hours!)
In my free time, I like to
read nonfiction, explore new places, listen to music, and play Trivia Crack.

DHH Program Staff
Newsletter Content Editors & DHH Program CoManagers: Linda Brown & Marci Redmond
Support Staff: Ginny Davis, Educational Audiologist; Eva Wulff, SLP; Heidi Christenson, SLP; and
Jenny Guth, SLP
Teaching Staff: Linda Brown, Christina Epley, and
Brandie Fisher
Interpreters: Hannah Barrie, Cassie Bland, Barb
Braden, Christina Harpin, Stasie Henson, Yvette
Kellar, Agnes Llamas, Rochelle Matlock, and
Marci Redmond
Para-Educators: Alicia Brose, Katie Brown, Katy
Doyle, Tasha Hanley, Moira Jones, Donna Lambert, Cara Lynn, & Brenda Marsh
Transition: Peter Quint

I

Alicia Brose

just recently moved to the Federal Way area in September of
2015 when I got married. I grew up
around Kitsap/Mason County and
went to school at Olympic College. I love being a para-educator
at Lakeland Elementary in Mrs.
Brown's class. I found out about
this job opening by simply asking if
I could volunteer in the classroom—so I like to tell
people that I would do my job for free, that is how
great it is!
My favorite things about my job are: seeing the
kids learn new things, understand hard concepts,
and interact with each other.
In my free time, I like to read, play my guitar and
sing, and go on adventures with my husband, Kyle.
I feel so very blessed to be able to have my job
and I am thankful everyday that I get to come to
work.

Upcoming Events & Information
See the fliers for great events!
DHH students:
 Deaf Teen Leadership Camp
 Teen Talk
 Seattle Children’s: Summer Program
for youth ages 6-12
 Support Group Program for Deaf/
Hard of Hearing Middle School &
High School Students
Families:
 Federal Way DHH PTSA
 Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
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The Illahee Middle School: Multicultural Night

T

he DHH class made a poster
about Deaf Culture. It featured different sign languages
around the world, a timeline of
Deaf history, artwork, personal
experiences
of
being
Deaf....and more! Congratulations on their hard work!

Our board about Deaf Culture

Famous Deaf People

Deaf Culture

Illahee
Sign Languages

(Illahee)

Ms. Epley with the DHH class board
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The Illahee Middle School: ADWAS Art Activity

A

nna Bracilano, Community Engagement Coordinator, from ADWAS (Abused
Deaf Woman Advocacy Services) came and brought a
fun activity for us to do. It so
much fun! Thanks Anna!
ADWAS’s focus this year is on
the topics of: bullying, personal
safety and technology safety.
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Illahee Middle School’s DHH Program: JA’s Biz Town

I

magine a city run by middle school students. One of these excited young consumers is rushing to the bank to deposit a
paycheck after working a shift at a local retail store. Another student, who works at the
local newspaper, frantically rushes to meet
th e
s to r y
deadline before the paper
goes to press.
Finally, picture
a
middle
school mayor
meeting with business leaders to discuss
the current business climate. All of this
happens at the exciting opportunity
called JA BizTown.

Illahee Middle School:
Student Awards

C

ongratulations
to
Marisol
SantosOrozco and Vanessa on
their award of being the
students of distinction for
the month of April for our
DHH class!
Every month, Illahee
votes for students from
each advisory class who
embody the character traits from our Middle Years Program learner profile. The word
for April was "open minded." Good job,
Marisol and Vanessa!

Illahee Middle School:
Track & Field

M

arisol Santos Orozco,
eighth grader at Illahee Middle School, is running track this year.
Her season started in April
and is expected to end in
June.
As Marisol does her daily
practice, her favorite things
to do are the 400 meter runs
and jumping the hurdles.
She finds running five miles
challenging.
Kudos to Marisol for working hard this season!

Federal Way Public Schools 33330 - 8th Ave. S., Federal Way, WA 98003 ~ 253.945.2000

8

Todd Beamer DHH Program: JA’s Finance Park

I

magine Deaf high school
students immersed in the experience of creating and
maintaining a budget for
themselves and their families
based on their salary. Imagine
one student struggling with the
decision to buy a home, comparing health care providers
for the family and determining
which auto insurance is
needed for a new car. Middle
school and high school students receive these experiences at JA Finance Park.
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Todd Beamer High School: Varsity Field Practice
Amaryah “AJ” Johnson (Senior)

T

Photo by Hannah Barrie

odd Beamer Senior AJ Johnson has
been on the Todd Beamer track
team for three years. This is his second
year participating in the discus and shot
-put. AJ has had an outstanding season—he broke his
own personal record
numerous times. He
finished
the
year
ranking 9th in discus
in the district finals. At
the track banquet, AJ
was given the Male
Track & Field Athlete
of the Year!
Congratulations AJ! 
Photo by Barb Braden

Todd Beamer High School:
Presenting to Illahee &
Sequoyah Middle Schools

D

aniel
Tanielu,
Junior and Todd
Beamer
Football
team member introduced himself and
talked about what
he is involved in at
Todd Beamer.
The high school
s tu den t
l ea der s
helped students from
Illahee
and
Sequoyah
Middle
Schools fill out their
Course Interest Surveys for next years’
classes
at
Todd
Beamer.

The Benefits of Participating
in Sports
“A growing body of research literature finds
that in addition to improved physical
health, sport plays a primarily positive role
in youth development, including improved
academic achievement, higher selfesteem, fewer behavioral problems, and
better psychosocial.29,30 Many studies focus
on the effects of sport on the five “C’s”—
competence, confidence, connections,
character, and caring—which are considered critical components of positive youth
development. It has long been thought
that the many facets of playing sport—the
discipline of training, learning teamwork,
following the leadership of coaches and
captains, learning to lose—provide lifelong
skills for athletes.”
http://truesport.org/resources/publications/
reports/psychological-and-social-benefits-ofplaying-true-sport/

Federal Way Public Schools 33330 - 8th Ave. S., Federal Way, WA 98003 ~ 253.945.2000

10

Illahee Middle School: DHH Student Work

By Lily

By Juan
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Illahee Middle School: DHH Student Work

By Marisol

By Osvaldo
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Illahee Middle School: DHH Student Work

By Osvaldo
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Illahee Middle School: DHH Student Work

By Jose

By Marisol
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