
The Golden Gator Scholarship 
 
Number of potential awards given each year:  2+ (one male and one female) 
If an award is not given in an academic year, the total number of awards will increase by one for the 
subsequent year.   
 
Scholarship Description  
The Golden Gator Scholarship was created to encourage students to attend a college/university, a 
vocational school, or a technical school.  Decatur Gator graduates who are well-rounded have 
tremendous potential to achieve their career dreams. 
 
Eligibility 

 Current Decatur High School student in the Federal Way School District enrolled in an accredited 

college/university, or accredited technical, or vocational school 

 Student will graduate from Decatur High School in June of the year scholarship is awarded 

 Student will have been enrolled for all four years at Decatur, (students shall be enrolled at 

Decatur for all four years beginning no later than October 1st of their freshman year). 

 Student GPA is calculated to the nearest hundredth for all four years (if student is a running start 

student, high school and college GPA must both qualify) and must fall within this range: 3.00 ≤ 

GPA ≤ 3.50 

 Student must be in good standing as of the due date of application. 

 Student must have participated for all four years of high school in two or more of the following: 

1. A junior varsity or varsity sport (same sport all four years) 

2. Orchestra 

3. Band 

4. Choir 

5. Art Club 

6. Drama 

7. Photography Club 

8. Videography Club 

9. Key Club 

10. Leadership 

11. Future Farmers of America 

12. ASB 

13. Another extracurricular activity as approved by the Lead Team or Department Chairs 
(student involvement in this activity all four years). 
 

  



Application Package (due April 1st) 
Eligible students will obtain proof of participation for all four years in two or more of the activities 
described in the eligibility requirements listed above. 
 
Eligible students will write a three page essay (double-spaced, 12 point font, one-inch margins, on 
8½” x 11” white copier paper, not including the bulleted prompts).  The essay will address the 
following: 
 

 Describe one of your most meaningful achievements and how that influenced your 
development and relates to your field of study or career choice. 

 Describe where you see yourself and what you will be doing next year and five years from 
now. 

 From a financial standpoint, describe the impact this scholarship would have on your 
education. 

 
Eligible students will include a copy of their transcript(s). 
 
Eligible students will submit two confidential letters of recommendation (one must be from a Decatur 
High School staff member). 
 
Awards 
Two awards in the amount of $1,000 will be given each academic year.  One award will be given to a 
qualified female and one award will be given to a qualified male, (student gender shall be identified 
on their transcript of their senior year). 
 
If during an academic year one or more awards are not given due to a lack of qualified applicants, 
the number of awards not given will instead be given the following year, thereby increasing the 
number of awards to three or more for that following year (e.g. if one award is given and one is not 
given during the 2020-2021 year, then three awards are given during the 2021-2022 year, and two 
awards will be given during the 2022-2023 year). 
 
During their April meeting, the LEAD team will decide who will receive the scholarships.  The Career 
and College Specialist at Decatur High School may also participate in the selection process at the 
LEAD team meeting.  The intent is for the leadership of the building (department chairs, team LEAD, 
administrators) to select the winners together. 
 
The donors want to remain anonymous. 


