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Upcoming Events:  

 
October 1             Coat Drive Begins 
October 2  Health Screening 
October 10           Bus Emergency Drills  
October 12 In-Service-No School 
October 17 Early Release-1:35 
October 23           4th Grade Field Trip 
October 25           Walk-A-Thon   
October 26 Retakes   
               Kindergarten Field Trip 
October 31 Early Release-1:35 
              Coat Drive Ends 
November 8/9 Student Led 

Conferences-No 
School 

November 12 Veteran’s Day 
Observed-No School 

November 21       Early Dismissal 1:05  
November 22/23 Thanksgiving Break 
 

Our Shared Strategic Plan 
Mission: 

In an environment of high expectations, 
high support, and no excuses, the staff 

of Sherwood Forest Elementary School 
will continually learn, lead, utilize data, 

and collaborate to ensure our scholars 
have a voice, a dream, & a bright future.   
 

 
 
CONTACT US: 
Sherwood Forest Elementary School 
34600 12th Avenue S.W 
Federal Way, WA 98003   
(253) 945-3800 

Federal Way Public Schools  
https://www.fwps.org/sherwoodforest  

 

Dear Sherwood Forest Families,  
 

October has arrived and so has fall! There’s a chill in the air, the leaves are 
changing color, and here in the Forest, we are moving into fall too! We had a 
great start to the opening of school and it was wonderful to welcome new and 
returning families and staff members to Sherwood.  
 

Our teachers and student-scholars have established positive relationships with 
one another and have settled in to classroom and school-wide routines and 
procedures. We are well into our work on Goal 2 (“Whole Child”) and 4 (“Mastery 
of All Subjects”) of our district’s Strategic Plan.  For Goal 2, our work includes 
improving our student-scholars’ attendance, 100% family attendance at our 
upcoming Student-Led Conferences, continuing our work on “Positive Behavior 
in School” (PBIS), and providing opportunities for our scholars to have a voice at 
school!   
 

One of the many ways we are working towards Goal 4 is by “Centering Instruction 
on High Expectations for Student Achievement” (WA State Teacher Evaluation 
Criteria 1 – RCW 28A.405.100 (2)(b)). Classroom instruction is based on the 
Common Core standards with clearly defined learning targets and success 
criteria. Also, we are refining our skills in implementing student engagement 
strategies of high cognitive demand and providing opportunities for all students 
to discuss, collaborate, and hold each other accountable for their learning. Our 
goal is for all of our students to take ownership of their learning! We are intent on 
providing every student with powerful learning opportunities every day.  You are 
also important in making your child’s school experience meaningful!  Here are 
some ways to contribute to your child’s learning: 
 

1. Each day,ask your child what he/she learned that day in (subject)?  
2. Get to know your child’s teacher early and ask him/her questions you might 

have.  
3. Remember that good attendance and arriving on time to school is important 

for academic success.   

4. Come to school events and volunteer whenever possible.  
 

We are fortunate to have a diverse community of learners that provides all of us 
with rich opportunities to learn from and with each other as we grow together.  
 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve your children!      

Sarah Gill 
Principal 

 

   October 2018 



  

Battle of the Books 
Below is the list of the 16 books that were chosen for 

the 2018-2019 Battle of the Books 
  

 

 

 

 

 

2019 YRC Nominees 

 Dog Man by Dav Pilkey  

 The Inn Between by Marina Cohen  

 The Key to Extraordinary  

 Ms. Bixby’s Last Day by John David 
Anderson  

 Pax by Sara Pennypacker  

 The Wild Robot by Peter Brown 
 
2019 YRC & Sasquatch Nominees 

 It Ain’t so Awful Falafel by Firoozeh 
Dumas  

 
 

2019 Sasquatch Nominees 

 Fuzzy by Angleberger, Tom  

 A Night Divided by Nielsen, Jennifer   

 Save Me a Seat by Weeks, Sarah   

 Ghost by Reynolds, Jason  

 The Skeleton Tree by Lawrence, Iain  

 Wish by O'Connor, Barbara  

 The Evil Wizard Smallbone by Sherman, 

Delia  

 The Midnight War of Mateo Martinez by 

Yardi, Robin 

 The Tapper twins go to war (with each 

other) by Rodkey, Geoff 
 

 

Practice starts in January 

 

  

Safety Reminders for before and 

after school 

Please remember in the drop 

off/pick up area: 

Have your scholar enter and exit 

ONLY on the right side of your 

vehicle at the designated curb area.  

If you do not want to wait in line we 

ask that you park and walk to pick 

up your scholar. 

Please pull all the way forward and 

be mindful of the crosswalks. 

The drop off/pick-up area is two 

lanes (exit lane is the left lane). 

 

Halloween: Please do not send your 

child to school in a costume on         

October 31st 

Thank you! 

 

 



 Handwashing: A Good and Important Habit Everyone Needs to Practice 

 

If you’re a parent, you know that kids, germs, and dirty hands go together.  Good handwashing—also known as good hand hygiene—

is everybody’s first line of defense against preventing illness and spreading disease.   

Here are some tips on good handwashing techniques:   

 Wet hands with clean running water – warm or cold- not too hot for little hands 

 Use any kind of soap and lather up for approximately 20 seconds, using friction by rubbing your hands together the entire 

time.  Twenty seconds is approximately the amount of time it takes to sing two renditions of “Happy Birthday” or the 

alphabet song 

 During those 20 seconds, work the lather in between the fingers, back of the hands, wrists, and under the fingernails.  

Don’t forget the fingernails!  It’s a favorite place for germs to hang out.  A nailbrush works wonders!  

 Rinse and dry well with a clean towel.  Paper towels are best so that you’re not sharing the same hand towel with others 

Here are examples of when it’s especially important to wash your hands:  

 Before eating and cooking 

 After using the bathroom 

 After blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing 

 After being outside playing, gardening, or walking the dog 

 After cleaning 

 After petting or touching animals, including family pets 

So, practice good hand hygiene together with your kids and scrub those germs away!  You’ll be helping yourself and your kids 
prevent illness and the spread of disease.  You’ll also be teaching them how important this good habit really is!  

Vivian Shields, RN School Health Nurse of the Forest :O) 
 

School Health Nurse of the Forest :O) 

Counselor’s Corner… 
Why We Teach Kelso’s Choices 

All classes, kindergarten through fifth grade are currently receiving 
instruction in Kelso’s Choice’s problem solving curriculum by the school 
counselor, Mrs. Paradee. Kelso’s Choices is a program that empowers 
children to build their own problem solving skills through techniques such as 
Talk It Out, Ignore It, and the other choices shown in the poster.   
 
At Sherwood Forest, we use the term “reporting” to describe when students 
tell adults about problems that are big: scary, dangerous or illegal. We teach 
children that there are some problems grown-ups need to know about.  We 
encourage and expect children to use Kelso’s Choices for small problems: 
not scary, not dangerous, and not illegal, instead of tattling. We also teach 
students that if they are stuck (they have tried 2-3 Kelso’s Choices and they 
need help from an adult) it’s fine to get some coaching or assistance in this 
situation.  
 
Kelso’s Choices is designed to be a promoter of life skills.  This not only frees 
students up for better learning, but also builds on skills they will need in 
relationships and the workplace.   
 
The program, used across the country in schools and other settings, was 
developed many years ago by educators in our own state of Washington! If 
you have questions about the Kelso Choice lessons feel free to ask Mrs. 
Paradee.                              
 



 

 

Do you play CHESS?  

Would you like to LEARN? 
Enter to win the chance to meet 

Superintendent Dr. Tammy Campbell, learn 

to play chess and receive a chessboard! 

This opportunity is in support of the 

district Strategic Plan Goal 3, “ACTIVE 

LEARNERS: Engaged, Empowered 

Critical Thinkers.” Pick up a flyer in the 

Enterprise office and enter EVERY 

MONTH for the chance to win. Dr. 

Campbell will random-ly draw scholars 

names and contact the winners. Limit one 

entry per scholar, per month. You can also 

enter online at: 

 
 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NVTKTM

 
  

“Because of You” 
Hey Scholars!  

 

Starting this year, scholars in grades three through 12 have a 

chance to nominate any Federal Way Public Schools staff 

member in the district you believe has positively impacted you, 

your school, and/or your community with the “Because of You” 

award. Scholars from the superintendent’s advisory created the 

awards nomination process.  

 

Nominations will be reviewed and selected by the 

Superintendent’s Scholar Advisory team and each month, staff 

members will be honored. Nominations forms can be completed 

online, or at your school's main office, and are due by the 30th 

of each month.  

Stay tuned as we highlight these extraor-dinary staff members 

who make a differ-ence each day in our schools!  
 

Scholars can nominate staff members in the following ways: 

  

 Online by visiting the district web-site at: 

https://www.fwps.org/Page/5018.  

 By visiting their school’s main office, filling out a hard copy 

form and sub-mitting it to the office manager. 

  

Submissions are due by the 30th of each month. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NVTKTM
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NVTKTM
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NVTKTM
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NVTKTM


 
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

SEPTEMBER ARCHER PERFECT ATTENDANCE    

Mrs. Barrera      Mrs. Blauser 
Audrey, Richard, Liana, Lailamarie & Alan  David, Estrella, Olivia, Marianna, Colt, Edwin, Dalene, & Aria 

 

Mrs. Gilmore      Mrs. Ostrowski 

Austin, Croix, Kendra, Jomarianna, Emma, Josecarlos, Mayli, Jaden, Nutra, Colton, Jahlayah, Jayveon, Aiden, Jose, 
Max, K’liyah, Joiya & Rajan    Alayna     
 

Mrs. Menard      Mrs. Cummings 
Jayson, Alex & Mark     Joseph, Kenneth, Jaxson, Temperance, Annaliese, Katherine, 
       Genesis, Lily & Contstance  

 

Mrs. Ishii      Mrs. Scott      
Sabrina, Britta, William, Christopher, Maxim & Joseph  Rylan & Daniel 
 

Mrs. Yi       Mrs. Brown 
Jonathan, Alison, Emily, Leyla, Katalina, Fernanda, Nathaniel 
Sofia & Matkin 
 
Mrs. Franzen      Mrs. Leighton 
Devin, Nathan, Jacob, Antonio, Halima, Rose Marie, Yaritza, Asher, Scarlett, Atticus, Gladys, Tiffany, Ruben, Salena 
Angad, Nicole, Toaoaiga & Jonathan   Carlos, Isaiah, Ella, Amiya & Tasi 
 
Mrs. Peck      Mr. Anderson 
Ryker, Kallan, Lillian, Fabiola, Maya, Brandon,  Kaden, Elias, Isabella, Jaelyn, Shreyan, Daniel R, David & 
Daniel T 
Mark, Adriel & Zachary   
 
Mrs. Mitchell      Mrs. Skahan 
David, Traevon, Sofia, Ericka, Judah & Vanessa,  Gabriel, Kayden, Jahleo, Naiya, Victor, Allan, Aram, Bodhi  
Isaiah, Jordan, Adalyn, Ryan, Tyson, Ethan,  & Kaesyn 
 Donavon & Brysen 
    
Mrs. Gutsman      Mrs. Hansen 
Angela, Ethan, Nathan, Yasmine & Kendall  Felipe-Kristopher, Alyson, Cooper, Matthew, Osiel, Maya, 
       Michelle & Nguyen 
 
Mrs. Rau      Mrs. Schoeppel 
Camila, Adan, Madeline, Brandon, Elizabeth,  Daniel 
Jonathan, Kenny & Jon 
 
Mrs. Capp      Mrs. Brown 
Sophia, Inna, Camila, Khadija, Philip, Miraldelly,  Riley, Matthew, Yarely, London, Hunter, Tammy, Mildred, 
Escarlet, Alexander & Brayan    Samuel, Isaac & Cash 
 
 
Mrs. Stagg 
Kiko, Ruvim, Alexander, Aleksandr, Galilee, Sarah, Dave, Sofia, Robert, Micah, Christopher, Matthew, Samuel, Stella 
& Edward               
 
 



        



                                              

 
DIRECTORY INFORMATION: 

 
Federal law requires schools inform parents that some of their child’s information, called “Directory 
Information,” might be used for certain school-related purposes.  Parents and guardians may tell schools not 
to release this information. This is part of a law called The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 
(FERPA).   
  

We ask parents to think carefully before restricting this information. Unfortunately, by restricting your 
child’s directory information for school publications, your student’s name and photo cannot be included in 
student annuals and yearbooks. He or she will not be able to be part of classroom, team or club photos which 
are intended to be published in yearbooks. 
  

And, if you say “no” to providing contact information to outside organizations, your child’s name, address and 
phone number/s will not be provided to non-district organizations, including: graduation supplies companies; 
colleges; or military recruiters; and, after graduation, school reunion committees. Publishing photos of your 
child in district publications and websites, or in the news media, is one of things you can restrict, if you wish. 
  

For more information about FERPA, please visit the district website at:  http://www.fwps.org/Page/2215    
 

If you would like to fill out a form to restrict information about your child, please contact your school office 
manager for the FERPA form. 
 

  
On Thursday, November 15 at 2:00 Sherwood Forest will be observing Veterans' Day with our annual 
assembly.  This year’s assembly is a presentation about the Special Forces of the United States military, 
where standards are incredibly high and victories are often kept secret. Student speakers will be 
featured; their names and topics appear below, in order of appearance:  
  

Khadija: Introduction  
Serena: Brief Histoy of the U.S. Special Forces  
Farhan: The Army Rangers and Delta Force  
Ashly: The Navy SEALs  
Carrdell: The Air Force Pararescue  
Demiah: The Marine Raider Regiment  
Micah: Army Ranger Horse Soldiers  
Yarely: Book Reviews  
Camila: Women in the Special Forces and Conclusion  
  

In addition to student speeches, PowerPoint pictures and songs will be sung by the entire school. 
Parents, relatives and all veterans are most welcome to attend. Please have the above student speakers 
dress as nicely as possible; Honor Choir will be performing the  song “The Brave”, and will need to 
wear their black-and-white outfit, as described in the notice sent home. You can find the Honor Choir 
notice on a link on the front page of our school website:  
https://www.fwps.org/sherwoodforest             
 

http://www.fwps.org/Page/2215

