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The Eagle’s View… 

Soaring to new heights… 
    LySander Collins, Principal    Jessica López-García, Office Manager 

Carla Carrizosa, Asst. Principal                      Rocio Rojas, Secretary  

Issue 1     Rainier View Elementary     September 2019 

Dear Rainier View Families: 
 
Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year! I hope you enjoyed a summer vacation 
filled with fun and exciting memories with your loved ones. We are thrilled to wel-
come all of you back to a new school year of learning and growing. 
Personally, I am grateful and elated to continue this journey with you as your Princi-
pal. Over the past year, I have had a chance to meet many of you and your children 
and look forward to continuing building a strong relationship with all of you in the up-
coming year. As we enter this new school year, I want to let you know that our staff 
will be engaging in conversations around having a growth mindset, both for them-
selves and all students. We believe that every person in this building should always 
be growing and learning. Despite obstacles that may arise, we must always believe 
in our ability to rise above challenges and come out stronger on the other end. 
 
As we do at the beginning of each year we will start our assessment testing of our 
scholars. They will take both the IRLA and I Ready assessments in September. We 
want our scholars to do their best during their assessments, so a good night’s rest 
and breakfast will always help them concentrate.   
 
This month is Attendance Awareness month. We always speak with our scholars 
about how important it is to be here on time every day.  
 
I want to personally invite you to attend our Open House Night on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 17 from 5-6:30 PM. This will be a great time to strengthen our Rainier View 
community, meet teachers and other families, and learn about the upcoming school 
year. You’ll have the opportunity to visit with teachers at each grade-level. Our 
school goal is to see 100% of our families at this event. I hope to see each of you on 
the 17

th
! 

Respectfully,  
 
LySander Collins 
Principal- Rainier View Elementary  
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SEPTEMBER 

3 -  First Day of School, 1-5 

6 - First Day of School, KG 

9 – First Day of School, Preschool 

10 - PTA Meeting, Uptown Coffee Milton 6– 7 PM 

17 - Picture Day  

17 -  Open House, 5-6:30 PM 

18 – Early Release, 2:10 PM 

25 -  Early Release, 2:10 PM 

26 - Family Engagement, Park 16, 5:30– 7:30 PM 

OCTOBER 

4 - WALK-A-THON 

9 - Early Release, 2:10 PM 

30 - Early Release, 2:10 PM 

NOVEMBER 

7 - Scholar-Led Conference, No School 

8 - Scholar-Led Conference, No School 

11 - Veterans Day, No School 

20 - Early Release, 2:10 PM 

27 - Early Dismissal, 1:40 PM 

28– Thanksgiving Break, No School 

29 - Thanksgiving Break, No School 

IMPORTANT DATES 
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Safety Walking Tips 

Rainier View and the Federal Way Public Schools scholar safety is a number one 
priority. When school is in session, all drivers, scholars and families are encour-
aged to be aware of their surroundings as they travel to and from school. As we 
enter the fall and winter months, the early mornings and later afternoons will be 
darker as students head to and from school. We must be extra diligent when driv-
ing or walking during these times. 
 
It’s important to note school zones are in place to alert drivers, save lives and pre-
vent serious injuries near schools. Drivers are encouraged to take the following 
precautions on roads, especially around schools: 
 
• Slow down and be alert to the actions of pedestrians and other drivers. 
• Pay attention to and abide by the speed limit, which in school zones is 20 miles 
per hour. 
• Be alert for children in school zones.  
• Never pass a vehicle stopped for pedestrians. 
Reduce traffic congestion and keep children visible. Do not double-park, stop in 
crosswalks, or interfere with school buses in the bus loading area of a school. 

 
Safe walking tips for students include: 
 
• Discuss a safe route to and from school. 
• Teach children to stop at the curb and look both ways before crossing the 
street. 
• When crossing, walk, do not run, and keep an eye out for turning vehicles. 
• If your child rides a bike, skateboard or roller blades, always wear helmets and 
protective clothing; put reflectors on your bike and shoes. 
Students should try to walk with a friend or group of friends; stay on a walking 

route approved by parents and go directly to and from school; don’t take shortcuts 

or stop at a friend’s house without checking with parents first. 
 
It takes all of us — the greater Federal Way community — to ensure each schol-
ar’s safe arrival to school. Thank you for taking your part.  
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 I am Carla Carrizosa, a mother, wife, daughter, grandmother and an as-
sistant principal. I grew up in Southern California, daughter of Mexican 
parents. I learned to read and write Spanish at the same time I was learn-
ing English at school. I have been in the field of education, in Washington 
State, for over 23 years. I am a National Board Certified Teacher. I have 
worked as a Para- educator, ELL and kindergarten teacher, district ELL 
coach, science curriculum designer, and dean of students. I have served 
as an assistant principal for three years and this will be my fourth school 
year.  

My children are 30, 27, 15, 12, 11 and two years of age. I also have 
a grandson who is one year old. My oldest daughter is a teacher, for the 
Puyallup School District and my youngest daughter has not begun school. 
I am very proud of my oldest daughter’s attempt at junior college. I have 
been married for close to 29 years. 

I have lived in Washington State for over 27 years; this is now my 
home. I worked as a fashion designer in Los Angeles, and after I had my 
two daughters and moved to Washington State, I never designed again. I 
began volunteering at my oldest daughter’s school and I found I really en-
joyed teaching. I enjoyed designing but I love teaching. I made my deci-
sion to become a certificated teacher and I have not turned back.  
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Tardiness / Late Arrival: Tardiness is one form of poor attendance. By getting to school on time, 

your student is learning responsibility. Student who come on or after 9:10 a.m. bell, are to come to 

the office to sign in with a parent / guardian. 

Safety Checks: The Federal Way School District uses the automated Connect5i system to call, 

email or text if we do not hear from student’s parents / guardians, to confirm your child’s absence. 

These calls go out approximately 40 minutes after the start of our school day. 

To give a reason for your student’s absence:  

Call the Attendance line: 

253-945-3700 

Leave a brief message including your student’s name, teacher’s name and the reason for the ab-

sence. This message line at 253-945-3700.  

Respect Learning Time: Please respect student-learning time. Whenever possible, schedule ap-

pointments outside school hours or on non-school days. If your child does require a scheduled ap-

pointment, please ask for and bring to us a note from the provider. Students arriving late, or who 

leave early, are missing out on valuable instruction as well as disrupting the classroom learning en-

vironment. 

Early Pick-Up: When picking up a student for early dismissal please allow time for the student to 

come to the office and sign your student out of the building there. We have students stay in class 

as long as possible to get the most of their learning day. While you are signing your student out, 

your student will be called to the office. A note letting us know that your student will be leaving 

early is appreciated. 

Custody Issues: The Federal Way School District is not the enforcing agency for court orders be-
tween parents (i.e. divorce decrees and parenting plans). Disputes between parents regarding 
court orders must be resolved in court, not at school. Let the office know if you have a restraining 
order that affects your student and Rainier View. We will ask to make a copy for out records. 

Dropping Off and Picking Up Students: 

Enter the Rainier View parking lot  

Children may only get in and out of vehicle when they are by the signs. 

Cars must stay in single file. Do NOT go around cars in the driveway. For children’s safety we 

ask that you do not double park. 

Do NOT leave your car unattended in the drop-off / pick-up area. This delays other students 

form arriving or leaving. 

If your child is not there when you are in the drop-off /  pick-up area, circle around or park in a 

designated spot, this will not block traffic for those students who are waiting and ready to be 

picked up. 

Thank you for your support in keeping all the children at Rainier View safe. 

Parents/ Guardians, older siblings and daycares who pick students up after school need 

to wait in the front of the building and are not allowed further on school ground until the 

dismissal bell at 3:40 p/m. for student / staff safety. 

Changes to After School Arrangements: 

To ensure that your child knows what your plan for them is after school, we ask that you 

make any changes prior to your child coming to school. Students’ will be sent home per 

their usual routine, unless the school receives notification from the parent/guardian. 
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Hello Rainier View families! My name is Ms. V and I am your School Counselor.  

As the counselor, my role is to help support the unique educational needs of every 
scholar through social, emotional, and behavior support. What does this look like? 

 

Some activities include: 

 

• Classroom Social Emotional Skills Lessons 

• Social Skills Groups 

• Individual Weekly Counseling 

• Behavior Charts 

• 504 Accommodation Support 

• Attendance Support 

• Coordinating Services with External Counseling Agencies for Scholars 

• Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports 

• Student Intervention Team Leader 

• And more! 

•  

We have also created a PBIS store to support and celebrate the positive behavior of our 
scholars! Your scholars already are earning Good Choice Slips when they show Respect, 
Responsibility, and Cooperation, but now they are able to save them up to buy different 
items at our store. Items include play-doh, pencils, squishies, and more! We have a 30 
ticket Class Coupon, where scholars can save up to choose an exciting classroom privi-
lege like bringing a stuffed animal for a day, lunch with the teacher and a friend, wearing 
a hat for a day, or switching chairs with the teacher.  

 

As a parent, if you are interested in joining the PBIS Committee and in providing input 
for bettering our school climate and culture, please contact me! 

 

I invite you to please reach out to me with any questions you might have and please stop 
by my office, Office 1, if you are in the building. Phone number: 253-945-3708 
Email:  svandree@fwps.org  

 

 

mailto:svandree@fwps.org
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Attendance Matters 

 

Continuing our focus on regular attendance, we want to tell you about resources available to you 
and your family to ensure your student-scholar has a bright future. 

  

One or two absences a month may not seem like a big deal, but these missed days add up. If 
a child has missed two days of school each month, by the end of the year they have missed 10 per-
cent of their school year. Whether the absence is excused, non-consecutive, or health-based, it 
is important to minimize missed learning opportunities.  

  

Lots of factors can contribute to higher rates of absenteeism. Families may not have access to sta-
ble housing, reliable transportation, or adequate healthcare. If your family is experiencing these dif-
ficulties, we may be able to help.  

 

 

1. Each month, your child’s teacher will be looking to recognize the designated 

character trait of the month (Respect is the trait we are focusing on for Sep-

tember). Your child’s teacher will then select 3-4 students who display this 

character trait consistently or have displayed excellent GROWTH in this area. 

Those students will then be acknowledged at our monthly “Soaring Eagles” 

assembly at the end of the month.  

2. Students selected will receive a certificate at the assembly and ALL families 

are invited to attend. Letters will be sent home to the families with students 

being recognized at the assembly.  

3. All other RVW staff (administrative staff, specialists, SPED teachers, ELL 

teachers, office staff, and para-educators) will be able to nominate 1-2 schol-

ars to be recognized for the designated character trait as well. These staff 

members will have a conversation with classroom teachers regarding who 

they would like to nominate.  

We want you and all students to know that RVW staff take rewards very serious-

ly and we want to recognize as many students who are “doing the right thing” as 

often as we can.  



 8 

Welcome Back Rainier View Families ! 

 

I am excited to see old friends, and many new friends as well. No matter the grade level, we 
are already at work reading and playing some challenging and fun rhythms. The beats we are 
doing are designed to build good muscle memory and develop right-side brain creative think-
ing skills.  Your children are also enjoying our new digital music work station.  

 

Please know that I will be running a drum club this year for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders who are 
interested and committed. Information about this will be coming home by next week.  

As always, share the music you enjoy with your children at home. 

 

Matthew McGee 

Rainier View Music 

The Power of YET 

My name is Jewel Jackson, and I am part of your educational team. Your school, Rainier 

View, is committed to developing a growth mindset school environment – A place where 

students believe that with effort and perseverance they can succeed.  

The field of neuroscience has proven that given the right conditions, ALL children can learn 

and get smarter. A growth mindset promotes student learning. Think of the power in the 

word yet when added to an “I can’t” statement. I can’t ride a bike – yet! I can’t read green 

level books – yet! I don’t understand fractions – yet! Our hopes and dreams become possi-

ble. 

Learning takes place with effort, perseverance, practice, and believing in yourself. Discuss 

the power of ‘yet’ with your child or his/her teacher. Let’s all grow together in our under-

standing of the word YET and how our children learn. 

Jewel Jackson 
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Happy September Rainier View Families   

 

It is such an honor to be of service to you and your scholars this school year.   

 

This school year one of my focuses is to increase parent and community volunteers at school.   Each month 
I will list volunteer opportunities here as well as on Class Dojo. 

 

If you have an idea of how you would like to volunteer at school, please let me know! 

 

In Partnership, 

 

Ms Pontillo 

253-945-3705 

____________________________________ 

 

New Things Happening for our Families & Community 

 

   Coffee Time at Rainier View  

 

Come stop by our new FAMILY CENTER and have a cup of coffee with me! It will be a chance to catch up 
and talk about happenings at school.  

 

Wednesday 25th 

9:30am - 10:30am 
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Nutrition Services 

 

Nutrition Services is in the process of applying for the Community Eligi-
bility Provision (CEP) at Rainier View. Implementing this new system will 
result in some changes in your building. 

 

What is CEP? 

 
CEP is a meal service model that allows all scholars enrolled at the school 
to participate in the school breakfast and lunch program at no charge, 
regardless of free and reduced status.  

 

Why is Rainier View able to operate CEP? 

 
Rainier View is able to operate CEP because more than 50% of the fami-
lies enrolled receive state assistance through SNAP, TANF, FDIPR or Medi-
caid. 

 

What changes will this require at the site level? 

 
Families will now need to complete a Family Income Survey (FIS) instead 
of a Free and a Reduced Application. The only purpose of the FIS is to 
identify LAP high poverty funding. School funding will be negatively im-
pacted if families do not complete the FIS by October 1 each year. There 
will be no changes to the way meals are served. 

 


