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The Eagle’s View… 

Soaring to new heights… 
 LySander Collins, Principal                 Jessica López-García, Office Manager 

    Carla Carrizosa, Asst. Principal                        Rocio Rojas, Secretary  

             Sulamita Compton, Office Clerk 

Issue 3     Rainier View Elementary     November 2019 

Hello Rainier View Families, 

Boy October was a month filled with a lot of academic learning and fun. Our scholars completed the IRLA and I Ready as-

sessments. We had a spectacular Character Awards Assembly. We had several of our scholars go to Federal Way High 

School and represent Rainier View at the State of Education Event. One of our scholars had the opportunity to play chess 

with Dr. Campbell. Our scholars and staff participated in a week full of information regarding going to college during Dis-

cover U Week. We had our very first WATCHDOGs (Dads of Great Students) meeting. Our Trunk or Treat event was so 

much fun. Thank all of our scholars and parents for coming out in the rain and making this event so much fun for everyone.  

This coming month please make sure to check you school calendar, there are holidays, early release days and early dismis-

sal.  

Nov. 7th & 8th no school SLC -make sure you have received your SLC appointment letters. I’m looking forward to seeing all 

of you here during your conferences. 

Nov 11th no school Veterans Day 

Nov. 20th Early Release school is out at 2:10 

Nov. 27th Early Dismissal school is out at 1:40 PM 

Nov. 28th and 29th No school- Happy Turkey Day.  

The cold weather is coming please make sure your child wears the proper winter attire to school. I recommend you write 

your child’s name on their belongings, this will allow us to locate their items if they are placed in the lost and found.  

TIPS for our coming SLCs: 

Meeting with your child’s teacher should help build strong parent – teacher partnerships. Partnerships that are needed if 

you and their teacher are to reach your common goal: helping your child get the best education possible. Each teacher will 

come prepared with samples of your child’s work and with ideas to help them do even better in school. You should get 

ready for each conference, too. Be sure and talk with your child before the conference. Find out what they think are their 

best subjects, and what subjects they like the least. Find out why. Also, ask your child if there is anything they would like 

you to talk about with their teacher. Make sure your child doesn’t worry about the meeting. Help them understand that 

you and their teacher are meeting together in order to help them. Before you go to the school, write notes to yourself 

about: personality, habits, problems, information about your child’s home life, and hobbies that you feel are important for 

the teacher to know.  Questions about your child’s progress.  How you and the school can work together to help your child. 

Some good questions to ask are these:  Is my child in different groups for different subjects? Why?  How well does my child 

get along with others?  Is my child working up to his or her ability?  Does my child participate in class discussions and activi-

ties? What strengths do you see in my child ? 
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Aiming for 100% participation for parent survey, open Nov. 1-22, 2019 

 

Each year we provide surveys to our students, staff and parents to understand areas 
we are succeeding in and act upon areas we can make improvements.  This year we 
are using a new survey tool that gathers feedback on a variety of topics including 
school climate, safety and family engagement.  

 

Parents and guardians, we are aiming for 100% participation. The survey will take ap-
proximately 5-10 minutes of your time and it’s open November 1-22, 2019.  

 

Beginning Nov. 1, the survey will be available online or via hard copy from your 
school’s main office. Languages offered include English, Spanish, Korean, Russian, 
Ukrainian, Vietnamese, Somali and Dari.  

 

You will also receive a notification to the email or phone number according to the pref-
erences you set for receiving automated messaging. 

 

Your feedback is valuable and can help us support our scholars’ academic and social 
emotional needs and build stronger family partnerships. Thank you for your participa-
tion! 
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Join us! Standards-Based Grading and Reporting Family 
Forum 

 

A grade is the ultimate form of feedback to a student and it 
must be accurate. As a result, Federal Way Public Schools 
(FWPS) is working diligently to ensure every scholar’s grade is 
accurate.  

We have important information to share with you about the new 
principles of grading and report cards, and enhanced communi-
cation to ensure greater transparency and partnership with fam-
ilies. We also would like you to attend one of the forums to pro-
vide valuable feedback. 

• November 21, 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm at Lakota Middle School, 
1415 SW 314th St. Federal Way 98023 

 
• February 5, 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm at Todd Beamer High School, 

35999 16th Avenue S., Federal Way 98003 
 
• April 22, 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm at the Educational Service Cen-

ter, 33330 8th Ave S. Federal Way 98003 
 
Light refreshments will be provided. Spanish, Korean, Russian, 
Ukrainian and Somali interpreters will also be available.  
 

If you have questions about SBGR in FWPS, contact us at (253) 
945-2126 or visit www.fwps.org/SBGR. 

http://www.fwps.org/SBGR
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NOVEMBER 

7 - Scholar-Led Conference, No School 

8 - Scholar-Led Conference, No School 

11 - Veterans Day, No School 

12 -  PTA Meeting, 5 - 6 PM 

18 - Skate Night,  6 - 8 PM 

20 - Early Release, 2:10 PM 

27 - Early Dismissal, 1:40 PM 

28– Thanksgiving Break, No School 

29 - Thanksgiving Break, No School 

 

December 

4 - Early Release, 2:10 PM 

18 - Early Release, 2:10 PM 

19 - Multicultural Night Potluck, 5:30 - 7:00 PM 

23 – Jan 3— Winter Break, No School 

 

January 

15 - Early Release, 2:10 PM 

20 - MLK Day, No School 

29 - Early Release, 2:10 PM 

31 - Semester Break, No School 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
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Safety Walking Tips 

Rainier View and the Federal Way Public Schools scholar safety is a number one 
priority. When school is in session, all drivers, scholars and families are encour-
aged to be aware of their surroundings as they travel to and from school. As we 
enter the fall and winter months, the early mornings and later afternoons will be 
darker as students head to and from school. We must be extra diligent when driv-
ing or walking during these times. 
 
It’s important to note school zones are in place to alert drivers, save lives and pre-
vent serious injuries near schools. Drivers are encouraged to take the following 
precautions on roads, especially around schools: 
 
• Slow down and be alert to the actions of pedestrians and other drivers. 
• Pay attention to and abide by the speed limit, which in school zones is 20 miles 
per hour. 
• Be alert for children in school zones.  
• Never pass a vehicle stopped for pedestrians. 
Reduce traffic congestion and keep children visible. Do not double-park, stop in 
crosswalks, or interfere with school buses in the bus loading area of a school. 

 
Safe walking tips for students include: 
 
• Discuss a safe route to and from school. 
• Teach children to stop at the curb and look both ways before crossing the 
street. 
• When crossing, walk, do not run, and keep an eye out for turning vehicles. 
• If your child rides a bike, skateboard or roller blades, always wear helmets and 
protective clothing; put reflectors on your bike and shoes. 
Students should try to walk with a friend or group of friends; stay on a walking 

route approved by parents and go directly to and from school; don’t take shortcuts 

or stop at a friend’s house without checking with parents first. 
 
It takes all of us — the greater Federal Way community — to ensure each schol-
ar’s safe arrival to school. Thank you for taking your part.  
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Tardiness / Late Arrival: Tardiness is one form of poor attendance. By getting to school on time, 

your student is learning responsibility. Student who come on or after 9:10 a.m. bell, are to come to 

the office to sign in with a parent / guardian. 

Safety Checks: The Federal Way School District uses the automated Connect5i system to call, 

email or text if we do not hear from student’s parents / guardians, to confirm your child’s absence. 

These calls go out approximately 40 minutes after the start of our school day. 

To give a reason for your student’s absence:  

Call the Attendance line: 

253-945-3700 

Leave a brief message including your student’s name, teacher’s name and the reason for the ab-

sence. This message line at 253-945-3700.  

Respect Learning Time: Please respect student-learning time. Whenever possible, schedule ap-

pointments outside school hours or on non-school days. If your child does require a scheduled ap-

pointment, please ask for and bring to us a note from the provider. Students arriving late, or who 

leave early, are missing out on valuable instruction as well as disrupting the classroom learning en-

vironment. 

Early Pick-Up: When picking up a student for early dismissal please allow time for the student to 

come to the office and sign your student out of the building there. We have students stay in class 

as long as possible to get the most of their learning day. While you are signing your student out, 

your student will be called to the office. A note letting us know that your student will be leaving 

early is appreciated. 

Custody Issues: The Federal Way School District is not the enforcing agency for court orders be-
tween parents (i.e. divorce decrees and parenting plans). Disputes between parents regarding 
court orders must be resolved in court, not at school. Let the office know if you have a restraining 
order that affects your student and Rainier View. We will ask to make a copy for out records. 

Dropping Off and Picking Up Students: 

Enter the Rainier View parking lot  

Children may only get in and out of vehicle when they are by the signs. 

Cars must stay in single file. Do NOT go around cars in the driveway. For children’s safety we 

ask that you do not double park. 

Do NOT leave your car unattended in the drop-off / pick-up area. This delays other students 

form arriving or leaving. 

If your child is not there when you are in the drop-off /  pick-up area, circle around or park in a 

designated spot, this will not block traffic for those students who are waiting and ready to be 

picked up. 

Thank you for your support in keeping all the children at Rainier View safe. 

Parents/ Guardians, older siblings and daycares who pick students up after school need 

to wait in the front of the building and are not allowed further on school ground until the 

dismissal bell at 3:40 p/m. for student / staff safety. 

Changes to After School Arrangements: 

To ensure that your child knows what your plan for them is after school, we ask that you 

make any changes prior to your child coming to school. Students’ will be sent home per 

their usual routine, unless the school receives notification from the parent/guardian. 
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The Power of Goals 

A few weeks ago, a student referred to me as the singing teacher. I commented I like to sing, 

but can’t rap. Their response, “Not yet – you can’t rap yet.” I left thinking about learning to 

rap, but it was just a thought.   

This month I am going to combine the power of YET with the power of Goals. If we write 

down our goals, we are 42% more likely to achieve them. My written goal: I will learn a rap 

song to share with students.    

We all need goals. And not just academic goals. Students can set behavior and study goals as 

well. Talk with your children about IRLA Power Goals. What are they? How will this goal be 

accomplished? Every RVW scholar has one. Also, be prepared at conferences November 7th 

and 8th to discuss these goals. In the meantime, don’t be surprised to hear me drop a few 

bars as you enter the building next week. After all, goals require actionable steps and prac-

tice. 

Until next time, thank you for letting me serve our scholars. 

 

Jewel Jackson 

Parents! We would love for you to join us in our PBIS supports here at Rainier View!  

 

Our PBIS Stores occur every few weeks where our scholars can buy prizes with their Good 
Choice Slips! Ms. V and Ms. Pontillo help run the store with scholars, but we would love 
more family interaction! We really want to celebrate our scholars following expectations! The 
store occurs from 1:00pm to 3:15pm on the following Fridays:  

November 22nd 

December 6th  

Please email or call Ms. V if you are interested! svandree@fwps.org or 253-945-3708.  

 

We also have PBIS Meetings the first Tuesday of every month in the Rainier View library from 
7:45-8:45. In these meetings, we discuss the behavior and climate of our school building and 
come up with new ideas on how to make our school a better, safer place! Our next meeting 
will be December 10th and then January 7th.  
 
Shauntal VanDreel 

mailto:svandree@fwps.org
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Here is my article: 

This month Physical Education and Health are working on crossing the 
midline. During an activity at home or school, if you can reach across 
your body (feet and arms), it can help both sides of your brain to ‘talk’ 
to each other, organizes the brain, and allows information to flow freely 
from left to right and front to back.  

 

I’m seeing more gym shoes coming into the gym. That does wonders 
when we are running, skipping, and galloping throughout the gym. Safe-
ty for all kids. 

 

Gail Green 

PE Teacher 

 Family Liaison Corner                                            

 

Hello Rainier View Families    

Scholar Led Conferences are coming up!  I will be in the foyer area for conferences with coffee and cookie. 
Please come by and say hello! 

 

 

                                              

                                 

                   Watch D.O.G.S. is starting on November 12th! 

                Want to be a Watch D.O.G.? Just reach out to me! 

 

                                 Ms. Pontillo  253-945-3705 

                 ____________________________________ 


