
Sequoyah Middle School Device Policy—2018-19 

 

After a year of collaboration with parents, families, scholars and the 

community through our In It Together parent forums, family visits and 

surveys, as well as student-scholar input, Sequoyah is adjusting the 

electronic use policy (Device Policy) for the 2018-19 School Year.   

Through our year of information gathering, we found that the Sequoyah Middle School community places 

a high value on learning.  Achievement of the rigorous learning goals set out for our scholars requires 

each student to be fully engaged; free of distraction.  A major distraction shared during the 2016-17 

school year were devices including electronic devices (cell phones, personal music players, gaming 

systems, etc.).  For the 2018-19  school year, scholars may only use devices including electronic devices 

with the permission of their teachers or other supervising adults.  Our staff will work to teach and 

reinforce this new expectation consistently through the year and reinforcement will take the form of 

natural consequences— restricted access to electronic devices.  Should a device become a distraction, the 

following actions will occur: 

 Staff Action Student Action Parent/Guardian Action 

1st 
Violation 

Warning and re-teaching of 
expectation 

Scholar places the device so 
it is not a distraction (in 

backpack, turned off, etc.) 

Reinforce expectation to 
engage in learning 

2nd 
Violation 

Device confiscated until the end 
of the class period 

Scholar receives the device 
at the end of the period 

Reinforce expectation to 
engage in learning 

3rd 
Violation 

Device confiscated and sent to 
the main office until the end of 

the school day 

Scholar picks up the device 
at the end of the day from 

the main office 

Reinforce expectation to 
engage in learning 

4th 
Violation 

Device confiscated and sent to 
the main office until 

parent/guardian meeting occurs 

Scholar notifies parent of 
need to pick up the device 

at the main office 

Pick up device from the 
main office 

5 or more 
Violations 

Device confiscated and sent to 
an administrator until a 

parent/guardian meeting occurs 

Loss of electronic device 
privileges for extended 

period; likely 

Schedule a meeting with 
grade level administrator 

to problem-solve 
 

We do understand that there are times when your scholar’s learning must be interrupted by an emergent 

situation or need.  If you do need to reach your scholar, our office is available to assist you. Please call the 

main office at 253-945-3670.  Students will also be free to use classroom or office phones to reach out to 

families. 

Thank you for helping us engage your scholar during valuable learning time at Sequoyah! 

Mike McCarthy   

Principal 
 

Please sign below and return to your scholar’s 3rd block teacher acknowledging receipt of our new policy.  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Scholar Name __________________________ Grade _____________ 3rd Block Teacher _________  

Scholar Signature _____________________________ Date ______________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature _____________________ Date _______________  


