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The Twin Lakes Times 

Federal Way, Washington– Monday, May 13, 2019 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, May 14th: Last Ready for Kindergarten Class @ 5:30 pm 

Thursday, May 16th: 2nd/3rd Grade “Music Around the World” 

Concert @  6:00 pm 

Friday, May 17th: Nutrition Assembly, K-2 @ 12:55 and 3-5 @ 

1:30 pm  

all families are welcome to choice this assembly. 

Wednesday, May 22nd: Early Release 1:35 pm 

Monday, May, 27th: No School/Memorial Day Observed 

Wednesday, May 29th: Kindergarten Jumpstart from 5:30-7:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents & Guardians, 
 

Please join us on Friday, May 17th for a 30 minute 
nutrition assembly. The Federal Way Public Schools 
nutritionist will be leading the assembly and 
teaching our scholars about the importance of label 
awareness and other nutrition wisdom.  
 

When: Friday, May 17th: 
 Times: K-2 @ 12:55 pm  
               3-5 @ 1:30 pm 
 

Sincerely,  
Principal Plenkovich 

Assessments are coming around the corner for all grades. The Smarter Balance Assessment will begin 
May 21st for grades 3rd – 5th and June 4th for our district reading and math assessments on iReady. 
How can you help prepare at home? Start with keeping a healthy mindset in support of assessments to 
let your scholar know this is an opportunity to show what he or she knows. 
Consider these tips: 
1.   Prioritize attendance – The end of the year assessments measure what students have learned. 
Missing days of assessments can put extra stress on a scholar to make up the assessment. Try to plan 
doctor appointments and other events before or after school. Do your very best to get your scholar to 
school on time. It makes a difference. 

2.  Talk to your scholar about test taking – You know your scholar best. Discuss how to handle not know the 
answer to every problem and what doing your best looks like. Testing can be intimidating. Refocus your scholar 
to only concentrate on his or her learning and not concerned with peer perception. Assure your scholar everyone 
tests at different rates and the only focus is of our own learning. 

3.  Offer positive reinforcement – Testing is hard work! Give your scholar positive messages every day of testing to 
encourage best efforts. (I believe you can do this! Think about how far you have become with writing. You got 
this!) Discuss relaxing evening plans or favorite meals to help rest the brain after a full day of assessments. Most 
children become irritated during testing because it is hard work and a lot of stress to perform his or her best. 
Lighten the load on chores and homework expectations to help jumpstart for the next day. The brain needs a 
rests and the body needs exercise! 

4.  Support healthy habits – Sleep and nutrition can have a huge impact on your scholar’s ability to focus and retain 
information. One of the most helpful things you can do as a parent is focus on supporting these basic needs. Well
-rounded meals and a regular sleep schedule will help your scholar succeed in the classroom on a day-to-day basis. 
On testing days, it is especially important to make sure that your scholar gets a good night’s sleep, starts the day 
with filling a breakfast, and goes to school with a water bottle to help stay hydrated. 

5.  Keep testing in perspective – No single test is that important. Avoid putting pressure on a single day of testing. 
Stress will ultimately affect performance negatively. Let your scholar know his or her best is what is important. 

6.  Debrief after the test – After a full day of testing, ask how he or she felt about the assessment. By discussing his 
or her answers, thought processes, and feelings, you can gain further insight into what he or she is struggling with 
and excelling at and then help him or her better prepare next time. This conversation can help a scholar process 
the experience and prevent future testing anxiety. 
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The 24th Annual School Board Recognition events have 
begun! These events honor and celebrate FWPS 
scholars and staff who represent the ideals of the 
district’s Strategic Plan. This includes scholars who have 
demonstrated significant improvement, outstanding 
character, and/or noteworthy academic achievement, as 
well as staff who have made a significant impact in the 
efforts to support a specific goal identified in the 
Strategic Plan. Congratulations to the 2018-2019 Twin 
Lakes scholars and staff who were recognized this year!  

Dress Code Reminder 
School is a place of learning and scholars are expected to dress in 
line with our district expectations.  The parents of those scholars 
who do not abide by the dress code will be called and asked to 
bring a change of clothing. Thank you for helping us reinforce 
our dress code by making sure your scholar does not come 
to school with: 

 Slippers 

 Flip-flops 

 Belly shirts 

 Spaghetti straps 

 Low riding pants 

 Clothing that substantially disrupts the educational 
environment 

o   Poses a safety risk to scholar or others 
o   Obscene 
o   Profane or vulgar 
o   Promotes illegal conduct or conduct not allowed 

in school 

Other Dress Code Considerations: 

 Shorts and skirts must be arm-length 

 Hoods and hats will only be worn outdoors 

 Students should come appropriately dressed for the weather 

 Tennis shoes must be worn on PE days 

 Label all personal items with student name 

Water bottle Challenge ! 

Join the challenge! This week we will be launching a school-
wide Water Bottle Challenge and encouraging our scholars and 
staff to bring a water bottle to school each day. Many of our 
scholars are hydrating with juice and milk which means they are 
consuming lots of sugar. Let’s go all in with this challenge and 
making sure scholars know the importance of keeping their 
brains and bodies H20 hydrated! 
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Our lost and found is overflowing with beautiful coats, hats, and scarves! Please come and take a look 

to see if any of these items belong to your scholars. At the end of the school year, any left over items 

will be donated. Thank you! 

Find us on Facebook!  
@twinlakesfwps 

https://www.facebook.com/TwinLakesFWPS/ 

Follow us on Twitter:  
@twinlakesfwps 

Adjusted 2018-2019 Calendar  
Due to the loss of instructional time caused by the inclement weather in February, Federal Way Public Schools is adjusting 

the school calendar to meet the number of instructional hours required by the state. There were a total of five school 
closure days, three of which are addressed by snow make-up days already included in the 2018–19 calendar. The school 

district met with the Federal Way Education Association leaders to review all options for making up the remaining lost time 
and have come to an agreement. Here is a list of the five snow days and how they will be made up: 

 June 17 will make up the school day lost on February 5.  

 June 18 will make up the school day lost on February 11. 

 June 19 will be a make up day for students for the school day lost on February 12. This will be the last day of school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The last checkout day for this year will be on May 24th.  All 
library books are due on or before June 10th.  Notices and 
phone calls will be made for any late books.  Library classes will 
continue through June 11th.  King Country library will also be 
stopping by to on June 12th to speak about the summer reading 
program!  If you have any questions, please feel free to email 
Sflint@fwps.org. or call 253.945.4220. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The last Box Top competition 
for the school year will end on 
Friday, May 31st. The top 
three winners will receive a 
prize from P.T.A.!  Thanks to 
you we’ve raised almost $700 
this school year! 

 
 
 
 
Thank you families for signing up 
for the Fred Meyer rewards 
program!  Last quarter we raised 
$99.10! That brings our total raised 
this year to almost $200! Can you 
help us reach our goal of $500 by 
the end of June? Haven’t signed up 
yet? Simply go to: 

www.fredmeyer.com/

communityrewards  

Twin Lakes Elementary non-profit 

number: QS892  

Yearbook prices go up on may 31st! 

https://www.fwps.org/domain/811?fbclid=IwAR3h9NYNzIBpmCeon9XDfavzhFRnKW7kxf-ACe-WobJgNXJmExgi9O7UplA
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Attendance Data 

Twin Lakes has an attendance goal that 90% of scholars 

attend school each week. Thank you for ensuring that 

your scholar is at school every time and on time. 

Twin Lakes Attendance Data from 5/6-5/10 

KG: 84.72% 

1st:  89.51% 

2nd:  90.00% 

3rd: 81.25% 

4th:  89.55% 

5th:  83.75% 

Beautiful weather means that more students will be walk-
ing to and from school. Below are some quick tips on 
walking to and from school safely!  
 
1. Look both ways and use cross-
walks — but don’t assume you’re 
seen 
2. Make eye contact with the driver 
3. Eyes up, phones down 
4. Walk in a group 
5. Walk on sidewalks or paths 
6. Cross with an adult 
7. Be a good role model 
8. Be visible 


