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What Is Special About Our School? 

Ilahee Middle School’s underlying belief is that all students 
can attain and demonstrate high levels of success. We 
offer students a rich learning environment focused on the 
state’s four learning goals. “Houses”, performance-based 
assessments, portfolio conferences, and advisories are 
integral factors at Illahee, Native American for A Place Like 
Home. 
 
In the fall of 1999, Illahee began the “house” system. At the 
6th and 7th grades, an Illahee “house” is two core subject 
teachers who instructionally share about 60 students and 
loop with them from 6th to 7th grade. Houses and looping 
create a more personalized environment, consistent 
teacher expectations, and a smooth integration of 
curriculum. We believe that by looping from 6th to 7th grade 
with our students, we create positive relationships with our 
students and their families and we are able to better meet 
the academic needs of our students. Our 8th graders begin 
the transition to high school by having six different 
teachers, with one of those teachers being their Advisory 
teacher. 
 
Since becoming a middle school, Illahee enthusiastically 
added two classes of 5th graders. This is a choice lottery 
program for students who are ready socially and/or 
academically for middle school. Many of the 5th graders 
have siblings who attend or attended Illahee. All 5th graders 
are enrolled in daily performance music or an intervention 
class and physical education. Illahee is also home to the 
district’s deaf and hard of hearing program for middle 
school students. Our deaf and hard of hearing students are 
mainstreamed with interpreters into academic classes, 
electives, and physical education. Specialized instruction is 
also available for our deaf and hard of hearing students, if 
needed. 
 
It is our belief that “Students Show What They Know.” 
Illahee students demonstrate mastery skills and concepts 
in a variety of ways, including objective tests, standardized 
tests, and student projects. Students meet with a portfolio 
teacher and a parent during portfolio teacher and a parent 
during portfolio conferences to discuss their progress and 
set goals for improvement in the areas of reading, writing, 
and math. All eight graders develop a 12-year plan, which 
helps them set goals for high school and beyond. 
 
In addition to an elective or music, our students have physical 
education one hour each day. As a 7th and 8th grader, 
students can elect to participate in our Conditioning program 
in which the students take physical fitness to a higher level. 
Our physical fitness program provides discipline, goal setting, 
teambuilding, and a healthy lifestyle. 
 
Illahee Middle School provides a variety of co-curricular 
programs. Electives currently offered are Art, Computers, 
math, Vocabulary, Drama, Yearbook, Reading, General 
Music, Band, Choir, and Orchestra. Students also participate 
in after school athletics and clubs. 
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 No Child Left Behind Report Card 
 
The No Child Left Behind Act requires all schools and 
school districts in the United States to prepare annual 
reports for parents and the public detailing their academic 
achievement. The State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction’s web site makes this information available on-
line at http://reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/ Click on Federal 
Way in the “Summary” box, then choose your school from 
the list. You may also request a paper copy of the report 
card at your school’s office. For more information about the 
NCLB Act, go to http://www.nclb.gov/index.html   
 
Academic and Student Programs 

 
• After-School Study Club 
• AmeriCorps volunteer 
• Baseball 
• Boys’ and Girls’ basketball 
• Cheerleading 
• Counseling 
• Dance Team 
• Drama Club 
• Earth Hero Club 
• English Language Learner Program (ELL)  
• Fast pitch 
• Football 
• Gymnastics 
• Intramurals 
• Leadership Club 
• Math Club 
• Pre Advanced Placement classes 
• Sewing Club 
• Special Education (self-contained, inclusion, and 

resource room) 
• Track 
• Volleyball 
• Wrestling 
• Yearbook 
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Student Characteristics 
Distribution of Student Ethnicity 
(percentage) 
 2005 2006 2007 
African 
American 

13.87 14.68 14.70

Asian  22.65 20.83 20.50
Hispanic 4.83 8.28 8.50
Native 
American 

1.02 1.00 1.30

White 57.00 53.83 52.30
Pac Islander .38 .88 1.30
Multi-Racial .25 .25 .70
                    
 
Other Student Characteristics 
 2005 2006 2007 
Number of 
Students 
(Oct.) 

786 794 893 

Free/Reduced 
Meals 

31.5% 37.3% 38.7% 

 
 
How Are We Using Our Financial 
Resources? 
Our District 
“Per Pupil” Expenditures for 2006-07 
Total Expenditure $8,296.00
Supplies & 
Instructional 
Materials 

$432.00

Equipment $52.00
 
 
Our School 
Funding 
Building 
Expenditures $195,206.73

ASB (Associated 
Student Body) 
Expenditures 

$126,286.76

School resources were used for ‘house” 
planning time, staff in-service time, 
workshops, conferences, portfolio 
materials, and computer supplies. 

 
 
 
 
 

How Are Our Students Doing on 
Required Tests? 
 
Washington Assessment of 
Student Learning (WASL) 
 
This is the first year for sixth grade to be 
in middle schools so there is only one 
year’s worth of test results. 
 
Percentage Meeting Standard in: 
Grade 6     
Reading 2004 2005 2006 2007
School .0 .0 74.0 71.1 
District .0 .0 69.0 68.5 
Math 2004 2005 2006 2007
School .0 .0 59.0 54.4 
District .0 .0 49.0 48.3 
 
 
Grade 7     

Math 2004 2005 2006 2007
School 50.5 59.0 59.0 63.3 
District 46.6 53.0 51.0 54.0 
     
Reading 2004 2005 2006 2007
School 69.4 77.0 67.0 83.8 
District 65.4 75.0 66.0 72.4 
     
Writing 2004 2005 2006 2007
School 78.4 77.0 77.0 86.3 
District 64.2 66.0 67.0 70.7 
 
 
Grade 8     
Math 2004 2005 2006 2007
School .0 .0 54.0 56.3 
District .0 .0 48.0 50.0 
Reading  2004 2005 2006 2007

School .0 .0 75.0 62.0 
District .0 .0 76.0 69.0 
Science  2004 2005 2006 2007
School 49.1 34.0 38.0 42.0 
District 42.0 33.0 42.0 40.0 
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