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To all families and teachers of children who call the United States of 
America their home 

Our team started working on this project in June 2005.  We had several goals to 

accomplish:  to gather oral stories from our multicultural communities, to write the 

stories down, to translate them into English, and to align them with grade level 

expectations in Reading.  The stories were to reflect the uniqueness of different cultures 

and to become a learning and teaching tool for families. 

Working on this project presented a wonderful, exciting opportunity for us to 

come together as a team, to learn from each other, and to build collegial relationships.  It 

made us value each other as professionals and, more so, as representatives of different 

cultural backgrounds. 

This is definitely a beginning of something new and valuable for all of us.  We are 

planning on developing new stories and extending our project in the summer 2006.  We 

welcome your suggestions and participation. 

Special thanks to:  Helen Malagon, our State Bilingual Supervisor, who 

encouraged us and trusted us with this work; Jean Vaughan, Director of English 

Language Learners Program of the Federal Way School District, who supported us on a 

day-to-day basis; and community members who generously shared their special stories. 

Irina Malykhina imalykhi@fwps.org  Quy Nguyen   qnguyen@fwps.org

Christina Rodriguez la_chabochi@yahoo.com Liliya Stefoglo   lstefogl@fwps.org

Seongyeon Rapp rapppark@comcast.net



Letter to Parents 

Dear Parents: 

We hope you and your children will enjoy reading all the stories that are 
included in our “Reading Around The World” notebook. 

 We recommend you focus on the following Reading EALRs while reading 
and working with the stories at home: 

 EALR 1:  The student understands and uses different skills and strategies 
to read. 

1.4.2 Reads fluently 
1.4.2   Reads orally with expression 
1.4.2 Reads grade level words 

 EALR 2:  The student understands the meaning of what is read. 

2.2.1 Retells simple stories in sequence 
2.2.3 Understands story elements (character, setting, problem 
           and solution) 

Working with these EALRs is important for your child to meet grade level 
expectations in reading. 



Letter to Parents 

PARA LOS 1PADRES DE FAMILIA

Estimados Padres de Familia, 

Esperamos que ustedes y sus niños  disfruten la lectura de todas las historias que están 
incluidas en nuestro cartapacio “Reading Around The World” (“Leyendo Alrededor del 
Mundo”).

Recomendamos que se enfoquen en los siguientes Requerimientos Esenciales de Lectura 
Para Aprendizaje Académico – RELPA (Reading Essential Academic Learning 
Requirements -EALRs) mientras leen y trabajan con las historias en casa: 

RELPA 1:  El estudiante entiende y usa diferentes habilidades y estrategias para leer. 

1.4.2   Lee de corrido fácilmente 
1.4.2   Lee oralmente con expresión 
1.4.2   Lee palabras al nivel de su grado 

RELPA 2:   El estudiante comprende el significado de lo que ha leído. 

2.2.1 Cuenta historias simples en secuencia 
2.2.2 Comprende elementos de la historia (personaje, donde tomó lugar, problema y 

solución).

Trabajar con estos RELPA es importante para que su niño/a alcance el nivel de 
expectativas de su grado en lectura. 

Irina Malykhina 
ELL Teacher 
Distrito Escolar de Federal Way 

1 Reading Around the World-EALRs 
   Spanish Translation 
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For Parents 

Ph  huynh/Giám h  thân m n,

Chúng tôi hy v ng là các b n và các cháu s  vui h ng vi c c các câu 

truy n trong cu n bút ký “ c Truy n Vòng Quanh Th  Gi i” c a

chúng tôi. 

Chúng tôi  ngh  là b n chú tr ng n nh ng yêu c u thi t y u EALRs 

trong lúc c và làm vi c v i các em t i nhà. 

Yêu c u EALR 1: H c sinh hi u và dùng nh ng k  n ng và ph ng

th c  khác nhau c.

1.4.2 c l u-loát

1.4.2 c b ng mi ng có di n d t

1.4.2 c nh ng t úng trình 

EALR 2: H c sinh hi u nh ng i u ã c.

2.2.1   K  l i câu truy n theo trình t

2.2.3   Hi u các thành ph n c a truy n (nhân v t, b i c nh, v n  và 

cách gi i quy t)

Làm vi c vói các yêu c u thi t y u EALRs này thì r t quan tr ng cho 

con b n t c yêu c u v c h p v i l p c a cháu. 



Introduction #1-Russian/English 
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These stories will invite our young readers to think about character 

traits that are the most valued in Russian culture.  Being polite and 

hospitable, respecting and helping older people, being a true friend-these 

characteristics are very well reflected in many Russian stories. 

Usually, tales like these are told and read to the most children since 

the early age.  This wonderful tradition continues during school years.

I hope that our friends and their parents will enjoy reading these 

stories and learn some valuable lessons. 

Liliya Stefoglo 
ELL Teacher 
Federal Way School District 



Friends

One day two buddies were walking in the forest. 

Suddenly, out of nowhere, appeared a huge bear. One of 

the friends ran, climbed up a tree, and hid. The other one 

stayed on the path alone. He couldn’t do anything but to 

pretend that he was dead. So, he fell on the ground and 

stopped breathing. The bear came close and sniffed the 

boy. He sniffed his face and, thinking that the boy was 

dead, walked away. 

 When the bear was gone, the other boy climbed down 

and started laughing! 

 “So, what did the bear whisper in your ear?” 

 “He said that bad people are those, who 

leave their friends in danger.” 
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The Speckled Hen 

Once upon a time there lived a grandma and a grandpa. They

were very poor. In fact, the only possession they had was a 

 speckled hen. 

  One day the hen laid an egg. Now, it wasn’t just a regular 

egg…it was a beautiful golden one! Grandpa tried to break it, but 

it didn’t break. Grandma tried to break it, but it didn’t break. A 

 little mouse ran by the golden egg and accidentally swung its tail 

 so the egg fell down on the floor and broke into tiny, tiny pieces. 

 Both grandpa and grandma cried very hard. Their hen felt sorry 

 for them and said, “Co-co-co-co-co-… Don’t cry, I am going to

lay another egg for you. This time it will be just a plain one.” 
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The Speckled Hen 
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The Pearl of Siberia- Baikal 

   Baikal is a unique lake, one of the wonders of our planet. Truly, it is

 nature’s gift not only to Russian people, but also to people around the  

 world. Baikal-Giant, Baikal-Handsome, Baikal-The Strongest… These are 

  just some of the nicknames of this incredible body of water. 

              The lake’s maximum depth is 1,620 meters (a little more than a    

  mile). There is no other lake on Earth that is as deep as this one. Its age is 

 15-20 million years. Baikal is 620 km long and 24 to 79 km wide. The fact 

 that it holds 1/10 of fresh water of the entire planet makes it even more 

 important. Once every 332 years the water in the lake goes through a 

 complete change. 

              Out of 27 islands on Lake Baikal, the biggest one is Ol’hon. It is 73 

  km long and 11 km wide. 4,000 people live on this beautiful piece of land. 

              The incredible beauty of Lake Baikal, its picturesque shores and

  islands attract a lot of tourists from Russia as well as other countries.  
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The Pearl of Siberia - Baikal 
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The Pearl of Siberia - Baikal 
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Spilled the Beans 

Dad and Mom bought a parrot for their daughter Irina. The girl didn’t 

waste any time and started training him right away. She wanted to teach him 

how to meow like a cat, bark like a dog and say “Hello kids.” As soon as her 

parrot learned all of that Irina planned to show him to all of her classmates at 

school. Just to let them know what a skilled trainer she was.

While the girl was getting ready to go to school, her grandma asked 

her a favor, “Irina please go to the store and buy some tea”.  

“What else?!” said Irina. “I have no time. Leave me alone!” I must 

add that Irina talked to her grandma like that every time she was asked to do 

something.

Irina took the cage with the parrot and was on her way to school. The 

warm breeze was carrying wonderful scents of food, the sun was shining and 

the girl could already hear the great remarks of her classmates. The day 

couldn’t have been any better. 

In school, the kids surrounded Irina, ready to be amazed by her 

parrot’s dazzling performance.  

“Ask him something, let him talk,” said one of the classmates.  
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 “I will do it now, but first you have to be quiet”, ordered Irina and 

then she began to talk to Chiko.

“Be polite Chiko, and say hello to everybody.”

But the parrot, instead of saying “hello kids,” puffed his feathers and 

yelled, “Leave me alone!”

Perhaps he remembered how Irina usually answers her grandma. All 

the children got surprised. Irina was really embarrassed. Right away she 

asked the bird, “How does a cat say meow? Can you meow for us Chiko?”  

The parrot looked at Irina and squealed, “What else?”

“How about you bark like a dog,” asked Irina, almost crying. “BARK 

LIKE A DOG, CHIKO!”

“I have no time!” yelled her parrot and turned away from the girl. 

All the kids started laughing. Irina got very angry, “What a bad, 

naughty bird you are Chiko! You don’t want to say anything!”  

“What do you mean?” replied a classmate. “He told us a lot. Right 

friends?”
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Spilled the Beans 
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Introduction #2-Russian/English 
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Beauty and majesty of Russian nature has inspired and continues to inspire 

many authors, artists and musicians in creating true masterpieces.  Stories “The 

Pearl of Siberia – Baikal” and “Vazuza and Volga” are connected with the theme 

of nature.  We hope that our young readers and their families will find the stories 

interesting.

Irina Malykhina 
ELL Teacher 
Federal Way School District 
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 A Story About Glasha, the Fly, 
Who Learned How to Speak 

   Once upon a time a young fly Glasha decided to learn how to speak. She would fly

around, approach people, sit on their noses and try to look them into a mouth. Glasha was  

hoping to remember how people were producing sounds and words.  

   People were tickled by Glasha’s fuzzy legs and made her fly away. It discouraged  

Glasha, by she never seemed to give up. 

   One day she saw a man lying on the grass in a shade of a tree.  Glasha heard him  

making sounds: “Zzzzz… Zzzzz…. Zzzzz….” Though Glasha didn’t have any clue  

what the man was saying, she was so happy that he didn’t make her fly away. She  

made herself comfortable on the man’s nose and spent three hours trying to learn

these strange words: “Zzzzz… Zzzzz… Zzzzz…” 

   And imagine this!!!! She did learn them. Since then all her friends-flies, mosquitoes 
and

other insects – invite her over and ask her to speak  “the language of people”. 

   Glasha feels very proud to perform and to repeat over and over again:

“Zzzzz…Zzzzz… Zzzzz…” 

    Glasha, the fly has become local celebrity and she is now a guest of honor in her 

friends’ homes.  
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A Story About Glasha, the Fly, Who Learned How to Speak 
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Vazuza and Volga are two rivers in Russia. They both flow to .

This story has been told and retold by generations to answer the question: Why in 

spring ice breaks earlier in Vazuza then in Volga? 

Vazuza and Volga 

   Once upon a time Vazuza and Volga got into a long argument about who was stronger,  

smarter and worthy of honor. It seemed like their argument would never end. Finally  

Volga suggested the following: 

-Hey, Vazuza, let’s go to sleep now. Whoever wakes up earlier and gets to the   

Caspian Sea  first is going to be stronger, smarter and worthy of honor. 

   Vazuza agreed and they both went to sleep. Few hours later Vazuza woke up, sneaked

away from Volga, found a short cut to the sea and was on her way. 

   Shortly after that Volga woke up and took off. She ran as fast as she could to catch

Vazuza.

    Finally when they met, Vazuza was very scared because Volga seemed to be much  

stronger. She agreed to be called Volga’s little sister and asked Volga to carry her to the

Caspian Sea. 

   Since then every spring Vazuza wakes up earlier then Volga. Then she wakes Volga up  

from her long, deep winter sleep. 
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Volga and Vazuza 
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