












 
 

when little your what 
this good say does 

would could then where
from saw about I’ll 

there them want gone 
find were after live 

or  

Instructional Reading Test - Level 4 Critical Words 

   



 
 

away draw which only 
more some their read 
again once each done 
says two around write 
our because these any 

many use always listen 
why  

Instructional Reading Test - Level 5 Critical Words 

 



Guidelines for Administering and Scoring the DRA 
Using the District’s Scoring Guides 

 
Choosing an appropriate book: 
� If you know the approximate reading level, choose a book accordingly. 
� If you do not know the child’s reading level, choose a book by the child’s grade level. 
� Or test using the appropriate benchmark book. (You can also use a word list to help determine reading level.) 
 
Administration for Levels A-44 
1. Follow the DRA guidelines for each individual assessment. (Introduction to the story, predictions, and reading aloud to 

determine if the passage is at the correct reading level) 
2. Do a running record on the specified pages. Use the Conventions for Recording Oral Reading to determine miscues/errors.   
3. Determine accuracy, fluency and phrasing from the oral reading assessment.   
4. Have the student close the book and provide a retell starting at the beginning.   
5. Use the District’s scoring guide to determine if the student has met the reading standard for that particular DRA level.   
 
Pre-Reading for DRA A-18 
□ Students do a picture walk after they are given the title and a brief introduction to the story. (See DRA Observation Guide 

for specific prompt/story description for the particular book) You may provide support for labeling objects correctly and 
use prompt such as “Now, what is happening?” or “Turn the page,” but do not ask specific questions. Using the Gradual 
Release Model: as the students move up through the DRAs, we want to provide less support with the picture walk/pre-read. 

Pre-Reading for DRA 20 – 44 
□ Students do not do a picture walk beyond level 18.  You tell them the title, a brief introduction and then have them read the 

designated pages/paragraphs out loud to make sure the reading level is appropriate.  If the selection is too difficult (more 
than 10 errors in the first 8 lines) you may stop and record a “1” for each of the scoring categories. 

□ See DRA Observation Guide for specific number of pages/paragraphs the student should read.  Ask the student to predict 
what they think is going to happen in the story, and then have them read the rest of the book independently.   

 
Conventions for Recording Oral Reading: 
Levels A-14 
Student comes to a word they do not know: 
□ Give them 5 seconds to figure out the word, if they do not get it tell him/her to skip it and go on. (1st miscue)* 
□ The next time the student comes to the same word and he/she continues to not know the word, the teacher gives the student 

5 seconds and then gives the word.  (2nd miscue) 
□ If the student continues to not know the word, give the word to the student and have the student go on.  (each time you give 

the word, it is considered a miscue/error).  
*For proper nouns, give the student the name/word the first time and do NOT count it as an error.  If they miss it again, tell 
them the name again and count that one as an error and any others that may follow. 
 
Levels 16 – 44 
Student comes to a word they do not know: 
□ Tell the student to “Try that again,” If they still do not get it tell them to “Read on.” Do not give them the word.   
 

Reading Behaviors/Errors for Levels A-44 
□ Omission: Each omission is counted as one error.  If a whole line is omitted, each word is counted as an error. 
□ Substitutions, insertions, and mispronunciations count as errors.  All errors count even if it is a repeated error except 

proper nouns.  (Words mispronounced due to a speech problem or dialect may be noted but are not counted as errors) 
□ Leaving off endings is an error-mispronunciation.  (Make a note of that as a skill to teach.) 
□ Reversals: A reversal is counted as one error. 
□ Sounding out: Words sounded out incorrectly are counted as an error. 
□ Words told by the teacher: Each word told by the teacher is counted as one error unless it is the first time a proper noun 

is being told to the student. * Miscues of numerals and abbreviations are not to be counted as an error.   
 
Repetitions and self-corrections are not errors.  That means going back and repeating a phrase or word is not an error 
and if a student makes an error, goes back, and corrects it---that is called a self- correction and no error is counted. Students 
often repeat to check themselves and try to make sense of text by reading again.  (Noting what the reader is doing and asking 
them how that helped them brings an awareness of what kinds of strategies readers use to make sense of text.



 
 

Conventions for Scoring the Oral Reading 
DRA A-44 

 
Teachers: To provide us with more consistency across the district with our DRA assessments, please use the 
following table to help determine accuracy. 
 
Miscue Analysis:  
      

Reading Behavior Example Number of Errors Not an Error 

Substitution 
beginning 

tears begin to well up 
Each substitution is 
counted as an error.*  

Omission 
One day, as she and 

            om 
her mother… 

Each omission is 
counted as one error**  

Insertion 
               the 
Cover in ^  snow and ice. 

Each inserted word is 
counted as one error.  

Reversals 
 

She quickly agreed to 
 

A reversal is counted as 
one error.  

Word Told by Teacher 
(Teacher Prompt – TP) 

       TP 
many disguises 

and tricks 

Each word told by the 
teacher is counted as one 
error. 

 

Sounding Out 

                             SO 
The princess went /ă/wāy. 
            /m/ă/d/ 

She made a cake. . 

Words sounded out 
incorrectly are counted 
as one error. 

Words sounded out 
correctly are not 
counted as an error 

Repetition 
                        R 

Always looking for a  
Repetitions are not 
counted as errors but 
they do impact fluency. 

Self-Correction 
discovered/SC 

They described the weather  Self-Corrections are 
not counted as errors. 

 
*Repeated Substitutions:  If a child makes an error (e.g., run for ran ) and then substitutes that word repeatedly, it counts as an error every 
time.  The substitution of a proper name (e.g., Mary for Molly) is counted as an error only if they make the error after being corrected by 
the teacher.   
**If an entire line is omitted each word is counted as an error.   
 
 




