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Dear Parents, Grandparents, and Friends of Lakeland,  
 
As I am sure most of you know, our principal, Mrs. Conerly, recently gave birth to a healthy and 
beautiful baby boy.  Mom, Dad, and baby Langston are all doing really well. Mrs. Conerly will 
be out until the beginning of the new year as she is spending some wonderful time with her 
family. We are very happy for her and we can’t wait to see baby Langston. 
 
I am so pleased to be your principal until Mrs. Conerly returns. I have had an opportunity to 
meet many of you and I look forward to meeting more of you over the next few weeks. As a 
principal for many years, I felt privileged to be asked to come to Lakeland because I knew of 
the exceptional students, teachers, and staff.  I am quickly getting to know our students as I 
visit classrooms each day. During those visits I have noticed that students are highly engaged 
and that makes me very pleased.  
 
Next month on November 9th and 10th we will have Student Led Conferences and I have no 
doubt you will be impressed with the things your children are learning and doing. These 
conferences are such a nice opportunity for students to take ownership of their learning. They 
will be sharing their learning targets, strengths, samples of their work, and the goals they have 
set. Our teachers will be sending home information about the conferences in the next couple 
of weeks. We know how important it is for us to work as a team so I am looking forward to 
having you join us for the fall conference. I know it is ambitious but I am planning on us having  
100% participation this year! 
 
Thank you for all of your warm comments over the past couple of weeks. I know how lucky I 
am to be here and I look forward to seeing you soon. 
 
All my best,  

 

Terry Meisenburg, Ph.D.                                                                                                                                     
Interim Principal 

 



Dates To Remember   
    

October 21  Carnival/Trunk-or-Treat 

   5:30-7:00 p.m. 

 

October 31  Halloween—NO costumes  

   at school 
 

November 2  Early Release @ 1:50 p.m. 

 

November 5  Craft Bazaar @ Lakeland 

   10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

 

November 8  PTA Movie Night 

   5:30-7:30 p.m. This is not 

   a “drop-off” event 

 

November 9-10 Student-Led Conferences 

   (No School) 

 

November 11  No School, Veteran’s Day 

 

November 17  PTA Meeting @ Lakeland 

   Library (5:30 Board 

   6:30 General) 

 

November 23  Early Release  

 

November 24-25 No School, Thanksgiving 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Attendance Matters 

 

“Attendance has been proven to be one of the 

most powerful predictors of academic 

achievement and can have a dramatic impact on 

key milestones, including third grade reading, 9th 

grade achievement, high school graduation, and 

postsecondary persistence. Chronic absenteeism 

is missing ten percent of school, regardless of the 

reason. A focus on chronic absenteeism examines 

the link between loss of class time and academic 

achievement. An awareness of chronic 

absenteeism and its potential impact will empower 

scholars, families, and communities to make 

informed decisions regarding missing school.” 
(Puget Sound Educational Service District 2016) 

 

151 Lakeland students had perfect 

attendance during the month of September! 

Go Bobcats! 

Vision and Hearing Screening  

Tuesday, November 15, 2016 

 

Lakeland’s Vision and Hearing Screening will be 

held on November 15, 2016.  Students in grades 1 

through 5 will be screened.  

 
A parent note is required to waive any part of the 

state mandated screening. Referrals will be sent 

to parents if follow up for vision or hearing is 

required.  

 

Please call the school office if you can help on 

screening day. Many parent volunteers are needed! 

We will show you how to screen for vision or 

hearing. No experience necessary.  

 

Thank you for your help and support to make 

Health Screening day a success.  

 

Cheryl Lambert, RN  

School Nurse  

253-945-3005  

Fall/Winter Weather 

Students go outside to play in all types of 

weather. Please make sure your student is 

dressed appropriately. 



 

Meet our newest staff members! 
Welcome to Lakeland Elementary! 

 

Hello! My name is Mike McHugh and I am so happy to be teaching 2nd grade at Lakeland. The 2016-17 

school year will be my 23rd year of teaching. My wife, Michelle, teaches 3rd grade at Lakeland. I enjoy 

reading, working in our yard, and spending time with family and friends. I am excited to join the 

Lakeland team! 

 

Hi! My name is Michelle McHugh and I am excited to teach 3rd grade. Although this is my first year at 

Lakeland, I’ve taught for 22 years. My husband and I have two daughters, ages 5 and 8. I enjoy 

shopping, reading, and spending time with my family and friends. Go Bobcats! 

 

Hello! My name is Becca Matheny. I split my time as a resource room teacher between Lakeland and 

Rainier View Elementary. This is my fourth year teaching after graduating from Western Washington 

University. I spent two years teaching in Bellingham and one year in Seattle. In my free time I love to 

hike, cook, and travel. I have visited 7 countries and lived in Oregon, Texas, and Kentucky. My favorite 

hike was climbing Mount Olympus in Greece last summer. I am very excited to join Federal Way Public 

Schools! 

 

Hello! My name is Eloise Davis. I am teaching 4th grade this year and couldn’t be more excited! I am a 

first year teacher and so lucky to be here at Lakeland Elementary to start my journey as an educator. I 

love traveling, reading a good book, and watching football on Sundays!  

 

Hello! My name is Kelly Jernigan. I am excited to be teaching 3rd grade this year at Lakeland. I am 

originally from Hawaii and moved to Washington 4 years ago, however, I love living here in the beautiful 

Pacific Northwest. Some of the things I enjoy doing outside of school are: swimming, reading, hiking, 

and spending time with my family and friends. I am looking forward to an amazing school year with all of 

you Bobcats!  

 

Hello!  My name is Dana Cole.  I’m so excited to be at Lakeland this year, teaching 2nd grade. This is my 

10th year of teaching.  I have a granddaughter Hannah who also started at Lakeland this year too. I 

have three daughters, one granddaughter, two naughty cats, and one awesome dog. In my free time I 

love to read, sew, go on long walks or hikes, and travel.  I’m excited to get to know the students and 

families at this wonderful school.   
 

My name is Vera Reynolds and I was born and raised in Kyrgizstan. I came to America when I was 19. I 

quickly learned English and went to Pierce College where I earned an AA degree. From there, I went on 

to graduate from City University with Bachelors and Masters degrees in Education. I love working with 

children and helping them learn.  I have a beautiful and loving family, 3 boys and a husband. I enjoy 

doing photography as a hobby and love providing people with beautiful pictures.  I also have a passion 

for learning about different languages and cultures and I speak some Japanese. I am very excited to be 

working at Lakeland this year. I look forward to  getting to know students, parents and staff. 

 

 



Dear Lakeland Families: 

 

Fall Fundraiser: Thank you to all our Lakeland families for making this year’s catalog fundraiser a huge success. 

If your child has a large order and is unable to bring it home on the bus we will notify you.  Please remember to  

check into the office any time you enter the school. 

 

Lakeland Craft Bazaar, November 5th: Come by for great gift ideas to get ahead on your holiday shopping.  

Please join us on Saturday, November 5th from 10am to 4pm in the Lakeland Elementary Commons.  Will we be 

having a raffle table as well.  Come, check it out!  Also we still have vendor space available. 

 

 

 

Lakeland PTA Presents Movie Night on November 8th: We are excited to invite all our families to a fun night 

with pizza and a movie.  Parental supervision required=no drop offs.  Put your pajamas on, bring your sleeping 

bag/blankets and pillows and nestle down for a fun movie.  Pizza and refreshments will be available to purchase. 

Doors open at 5:30 to get your food and floor space.  Movie starts at 6pm. 

 

General PTA meeting is Monday, November 17th: Everyone is welcome to attend and find out what PTA does 

for our children and staff at Lakeland.  If you would like to be involved, have input, or just find out more about 

the PTA, please attend the general meeting at 6:30.  We welcome anyone who has an interest in making 

improvements that benefit the students.  Membership forms will be available at the meeting if you are not yet a 

member and would like to be eligible to vote. 

 

Food and Clothing Drive: Donations are pouring in! We are so proud of the generous spirit of our Lakeland 

families who are helping provide food and clothing to the people of Federal Way who need extra support.  All 

food items are being donated to the Multi-Service Center of Federal Way and the clothing donated to the 

Federal Way PTSA Clothing center! Thank you all so much. 

 

Kids Holiday Shoppe will be coming Dec 1st – 3rd: This is a special opportunity for your child to independently 

purchase a unique gift for family members with prices ranging from 25 cents to $10, with the majority priced 

below $5.  Children love to pick out just the “right” gift, and parents are often surprised by their child’s 

creativity in gift choices.  Envelopes will be sent home for you to help your child determine appropriate allowance 

for purchases for their family members, and are to be brought back to the school with money allocated.  We will 

have parents at the Holiday Shoppe to help children with gift calculations.   

 

 

 

 

 

Lakeland PTA 

           The Scratch Pad 
October, 2016 

Like Us on http://www.facebook.com/lakelandelementary to keep updated on what’s happening at Lakeland. For questions, suggestions 

or comments please contact: Riki Frank—PTA President at ptalakeland@yahoo.com. The best way to ensure that your child has a 

great elementary school experience is to help support our Parent Teacher Association (PTA).  This can mean volunteering your time, 

contributing with fundraisers or even just showing up with your children for school functions.  So join in on the fun! 


