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Dear Parents, Grandparents, and Friends of Lakeland,  

 

Did October just fly by? So many good things have been happening that it is hard to keep up. Our PTA, as usual, 

has been very busy. Their enthusiasm and support has been very much appreciated. In the past month they have 

sponsored skate night, had fundraisers, gathered food and clothing for neighbors who needed a little extra help, 

delighted our students with the carnival and Trunk or Treat, and provided our biggest fund raising scholars with 

the 'Blitz Luncheon'. It was so fun because the Seattle Seahawk mascot (Blitz) was here to help our kids 

celebrate.  Oh, and the Craft Bazaar this past weekend was the biggest we have ever had.  Our PTA makes good 

things happen every week!!  

 

As you may recall, this year we instituted Positive Behavior Intervention Strategies (PBIS). Basically, when we 

see kids doing good things we recognize them. All of our teachers and staff have been participating and we think 

it has really made a difference. In the last month our teachers have given out 487 Bobcat recognition tickets. 

Wow!   

 

Beyond this, we recognized classes that had 100% attendance for the day.  In October we had 100% attendance 

for classes about 150 times. That is really fabulous!! Also, our culminating PBIS recognition assembly was last 

week and it was fun and impressive. We were glad to see so many parents that could join in the celebration. Our 

students work hard and they do their best each and every day!  

 

Lakeland teachers are pretty incredible. Like you, they have been looking forward to our Student Led 

Conferences (November 9 & 10). This is really a nice opportunity for students to take pride in their learning. One 

important part of the conferences will be for students to share their independent reading level. This has been a 

major push this year.  Every student has been individually assessed by their teacher to determine their reading 

level. Students know their level (most often through color codes). Teachers also analyzed the next important 

skill the student should master, known as their Power Goal, in order to improve their reading comprehension and 

fluency. When the student, parent, and teacher team together, reading rates accelerate much faster. Our goal is 

for every student to read one hour per day.  Thirty minutes at school and thirty minutes at home.  

 

I wanted to thank the families that attended our most recent “Coffee with the Administration”. Ms. McBride 

presented and the lively conversation that ensued was informative and helpful.  I'd love to see you at our next 

one on Friday, December 9, 2016 at 9 a.m. if you are able to make it.  

 

The students at our school are really wonderful. I often find myself smiling as I watch them. They try so hard 

and they make me almost as proud as they make you.   

 

Sending you and your family the very best during this Thanksgiving season!  

  

Terry Meisenburg  

Interim Principal  

  

 



Dates To Remember   

    

November 17  PTA Meeting @ Lakeland 

   Library (5:30 Board 

   6:30 General) 

 

November 18  Skate Night  

   5:00-7:00 p.m. and Panda 

   Express Night (Make sure 

   to bring your flyer for  

   discount) 

 

November 23  Early Release, 1:20 p.m. 
 

November 24-25 No School, Thanksgiving 

 

December 1-3  Kids Holiday Shoppe (open

   during Holiday breakfast) 

 

December 3  Holiday Breakfast 

   8:30-11:00 a.m.. 

 

December 9  Coffee with Admin @ 9:00 

 

December 19— 

January 2, 2017 Winter Break 

 

January 11  Early Release, 1:50 p.m. 

 

January 13  Skate Night, Pattison’s  

   West, 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

January 16  No School 

   Martin Luther King Day 

 

January 24  Restaurant Takeover Night 

   RAM, Federal Way 

 

January 27  No School 

 Attendance Matters 

 

Did you know… 

 

Good attendance helps children do well in school 

and eventually in the workplace. Good attendance 

matters for school success, starting as early as 

prekindergarten and throughout elementary 

school. By middle and high school, poor attendance 

is a leading indicator of dropout. Developing the 

habit of attendance prepares students for 

success on the job and in life. 

 

Did you know… 

 

Excused and unexcused absences easily add up to 

too much time lost in the classroom. 

 Students are at risk academically if they miss 

10 percent of the school year, or about 18 

days. Once too many absences have occurred, 

they can affect learning, regardless of 

whether absences are excused or unexcused. 

 Sporadic, not just consecutive, absences 

matter. Before you know it—just one or two 

days a month can add up to nearly 10 percent 

of the school year. 

 Avoid unnecessary absences. Some absences 

are unavoidable. Occasionally, children get sick 

and need to stay home. What is important is 

getting children to school as often as possible. 

 

144  

Lakeland students had perfect attendance 

during the month of October! Go Bobcats! 

Bus Drivers Needed  

Paid Training. Come Join Our Team! 

 Call (253) 945-5942 for more info. Fall/Winter Weather 

Students go outside to play in all types of 

weather. Please make sure your student is 

dressed appropriately. 



Lakeland is thankful for our 

wonderful student scholars, 

parents, and community 

members! 

Come Join Us for Lakeland’s  

Annual Holiday Breakfast!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help us keep our wonderful tradition alive!  

 

Join us on  

Saturday, December  3, 2016 

 

From 8:30 to 11:00 a.m. in The Commons.  

 

Teachers will serve breakfast and of course, 

Santa will be there as our special guest!  

 

Breakfast is $5.00 per person. Children under 

four are free!  

 

One Santa photo is provided free for each 

family. Additional photos may be purchased.  

 

Happy Holidays to you and yours!  

 

 

Practice Emergency Drills 

 

Lakeland staff and students will practice 

earthquake, lockdown, and fire safety drills 

throughout this school year.  

 

hold-on”, followed by evacuating outside and 

accounting for all students and staff.  

 

danger outside the building. Outside dangers 

might include anything from a bad smell or 

substance in the air to an unknown person on 

campus, or even an incident at a nearby home or 

grocery store.  

 

Safety drills are explained to students prior to 

the actual drills. Students know ahead of time 

that these are just for practice so they will be 

prepared if one of these situations arise.  

 

All staff members have assigned duties to 

perform, both on the practice drills as well as in 

a real emergency.  

 

Early Dismissal  

 

Wednesday, November 23, 2016 

 Time 1:20 p.m.  

 

Thanksgiving Break  

Thursday-Friday  

November 24-25, 2016  

No School  

 

 



Dear Lakeland Families, 

 

Kids Holiday Shoppe:  Open Dec 1st-3rd. This is a special opportunity for your child to independently 

purchase a unique gift for family members with prices ranging from 25 cents to $10, with the majority 

priced below $5.  Children love to pick out just the “right” gift, and parents are often surprised by 

their child’s creativity in gift choices.  Envelopes will be sent home for you to help your child 

determine appropriate allowance for purchases for their family members, and are to be brought back 

to the school with money allocated.  Classes will have one designated time to shop. We will have 

parents at the Holiday Shoppe to help children with gift calculations.   

 

Gift Card Fundraising:  This is a program where you buy gift cards or certificates and then use them 

when you do your everyday shopping or dining.  The stores donate a % to our school and you get what 

you pay for.  This also works great for the many birthday parties your children attend; a gift card to a 

fun store makes a great present.  Order forms go out monthly in the red folders.  Fill them out, 

enclose a check and get your cards back in about a week from the turn in date.   Get on board with the 

easiest way to raise money for your children’s extra-curricular school fun.   

Here are our monthly scrip order dates (Example sent home on Nov 17th and due Nov 25th): 

Nov 17 – Nov 25 Dec 1 - Dec 9   Jan 12 – Jan 20  Feb 16 – Feb 24 

Mar 10 – Mar 13 April 20 – April 28 May 18 – May 26       June 1 – June 9 

Holiday Breakfast: Saturday, December 3rd, 8:30-11am.  Come join other Lakeland families as they 

enjoy a wonderful pancake and ham breakfast cooked by our own teachers and staff members.   Santa 

will be there again for photos with the first one free!  We will be using a green screen again so be sure 

NOT to wear green to this event for best photo results.  Kids Holiday Shoppe will also be open for last 

minute purchases by your children.  

Happy Thanksgiving: To all our wonderful PTA members, staff, volunteers and families who attend our 

great events.  Lakeland PTA would like to extend their gratitude for the support and energy you have 

contributed to make this another great year.  We at Lakeland PTA strive to create a fun and 

energetic learning environment that encourages students to help each other and make them proud to 

be a “Bobcat”.  With your help this is possible, so thank you and have a wonderful Thanksgiving filled 

with peace, joy and harmony as you gather with loved ones.    

Lakeland PTA 

           The Scratch Pad 
November, 2016 

Like Us on http://www.facebook.com/lakelandelementary to keep updated on what’s happening at Lakeland. For questions, suggestions 

or comments please contact: Riki Frank—PTA President at ptalakeland@yahoo.com. The best way to ensure that your child has a 

great elementary school experience is to help support our Parent Teacher Association (PTA).  This can mean volunteering your time, 

contributing with fundraisers or even just showing up with your children for school functions.  So join in on the fun! 

 


